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THe 
* ranſlator J Preface. 


HE Li | of M. W 
has been of late ſo much ad- 


mired in this kingdom, that a work 
from his pen could not but attract the 
moſt early attention. Beliſarius was, 
| therefore, read with eagerneſs, and 
the peruſal anſwered ſo well, that it 
was immediately reſolved to make the 
Z pleaſure, that had ariſen from ſo ele- 
© ganta performance, as general as poſ- 


fible, by giving the public a tranfla- 


tion. The perſon, who charged him- 
ſelf with this taſk, is far from think- 
ing that he has been able to transfuſe 
the ſpirit of the original into the fol- 
Z lowing verſion: the beauties of M. 

* Marmontel's ſtyle are well known to 
all competent judges of the French _ 
language, and it muſt be a careful and = 


iv "THE TRANSLATOR's 


a tender band that endeavours to 
tranſplant them. All poſſible care and 
tenderneſs, however, have been uſed; 
and the dreſs, in which Belifarius is 
here preſented to the public, has this 
at leaſt to boaſt, that it is not journey- 
work : it was undertaken con amore, 
with a kind of affection for the various 
graces of M. Marmontel's perform- 
ance, The original! is a picture which 2 


| charms with its deſign and colouring, 


and however defective the execution | 
of the copy may appear, there was 8 5 


pleaſure in ; FOE after of fine a 
maſter, 


The reader is deſired not to conſider 

this little volume as a mere romance; 
or a modern novel. The vechicle of 
fiction is, indeed, made uſe of, but 


it is in fact an eſtimate of the manners 


and Principles of the times. It i is more 
than that: we have here a review U 
an intereſting period of hiſtory, in 
e hien the cauſes that precipitated the 
Ks downfall 


wr 


PREFACE. Pp 


Jownfal of a great empire are unfold- 
ed in a maſterly manner, and with 


ſuch a ſpirit of political reflection, 
that, I will venture to ſay, (and I. 


1 | hope I may ſay it as free from offence 
at home, as it is from compliment 
to the foreign writer) that the gentle- 
men, who take upon them the care 
ol the nation in our daily papers, may 
for a while lay down their pens. 
Faction is here detected, and the go- 
vernors and governed may find in this 
1 piece very ſeaſonable admonitions. It 
is a work for kings, for miniſters, and 


for the people in general. Beliſarius 


is throughout the whole an amiable 
and intereſting character. He is the 
friend of civil and religious liberty * 


he glows with a generous love of hu- 


man kind, a warrior, a ſtateſman, a 
man of piety, and an ehemy to perſe- 
cution. Nothing can be more beauti- 
fully imagined. than the pathetic 2 
ſcenes, which are here introduced; 
8 and the ſentiments, that animate every 
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a tender hand that deere to 
tranſplant them. All poſſible care and 
| _ tenderneſs, however, have been uſed; 
3 and the dreſs, in which Beliſarius is 
| here preſented to the public, has this 
at leaſt to boaſt, that it is not journey= 
work : it was undertaken con amore, 
with a kind of affection for the various 
graces of M. Marmontel's perform- | , 
ance, The original! is a picture which 
charms with its deſign and colouring, ® 
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an intereſting period of hiſtory, in 
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downfall of a great empire are unfold- 


ed in a maſterly manner, and with 


ſuck a ſpirit of political reflection, 


that, I will venture to ſay, (and 1 


7 hopeI may fay it as free from offence 


at home, as it is from compliment 


= to the foreign writer) that the gentle- 
= men, who take upon them the care 


of the nation in our daily papers, may 
for a while lay down their pens. 
Faction is here detected, and the go- 


vernors and governed may find in this 
+ piece very ſeaſonable admonitions. It 
is a work for Kings, for miniſters, and 
for the people in general. Beliſarius 
is throughout the Whole an amiable 
and intereſting character. He is the 


friend of civil and religious liberty ; 


he glows with a generous love of hu- 
man kind, a warrior, a ſtateſman, a 
man of piety, and an enemy to perſe- 
= cution. Nothing can be more beauti- 
fully imagined than the pathetic 
ſcenes, which are here introduced; 
| and the ſcatiments, that animate every 
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© 4 almoſt make a Briton envy a 


writer, who was born and lives under 


the monarchy of France; a writer who 
has had the genius and the courage 
think with freedom, even in Paris, 
where we underſtand, by the laſt poſt, N 
that his book is now ſuppteſſed. To | 
conclude, the reader will find in this. 
work (to uſe Mr. Pope's expreſſion) a 
_ temperate yet not inconſiſtent, and a 
hort yet not imperfect ſyſtem « of ethics. 5 


London, March 25 
es, 1767. 1 


P. g. T be learned . will ok 
that it is in faſhion with the moſt. 
eminent wits of France, when they 
have occaſion torefer toGreek authors, 
to make their extradis from Latin 


tranſlations : to that faſhion M. 
Marmontel has conformed Lee haps 
be JOowng Work. 
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Am aware, and it muſt not be diſſembled, 
that the fact upon which the following piece 
is grounded, may be conſidered rather as a 
popular opinion, than an hiſtorical truth. But 


that opinion has ſo univerſally obtained, and the 


idea of a blind old man reduced to beggary i is now 


ſo aſſociated with the name of Beliſarius, that the 
latter never occurs without preſenting to the 1 ima- 
: gination a Picture of the former. 


In this light, therefore, Belifarius 18 150 re- 


, preſented; ; in every other particular, I have re- 
lied upon the faith of hiſtory, and Procopius has 
been my | woe But my attachment to his au- 


thority did not prevail with me to pay any fort of t 


5 Bs op to that defamatory Libel, which, under the 


title of AN EC DOT ES or SECRET His roxv, has 


been attributed to him. On the contrary, it ap- 


ears to me demonſtrable, that ſuch an indigeſted 


maſs of ſcandal, falſhood, and detraction, could 


neyer be the work of ſo "reputable an hiſtorian : 
the world, I am inclined to think, is indebted for 


that performance to the pen of ſome paltry de- 


aer whoſe red and genius were much 
upon a level . 


Of 


* An 8 of Oberes hay been pp to be the au- 
thor. Vide Mem, de J. Acad, des es hae F. Belles, 206 ah 


2 com xxi. 


Of all the hiſtorians, who writ in the ſame 


period with Procopius, or who ſucceeded him 
during a ſpace of five hundred years, not one has 


made mention of the Anecdotes. Agathias, who 
was a cotemporary writer, enumerates the com- 
poſitions of our author, but is totally ſilent in re- 


gard to the work in queſtion. Will it be urged, 


that it was preſerved in a clandeſtine manner ? In 5 
the courfe of three hundred years from the date of 
it, it is clear, that it might have been brought to 
light, and publiſhed to the world: the learned 

Photius would certainly have known it, and yet 


it appears that he never heard of it. Suidas, a 
writer of the eleventh century, is the firſt who 


imputes this deſpicable ſatire to Procopius : upon 


his authority the notion has been adopted, and 


without ever being put to the teſt, it has paſſed 
current among the learned +. Writers, however, 


are ſtill extant, by whom the authority of Suidas 


has been called in queſtion : and there are not 


wanting thoſe, who, not contenting themſelves 


with doubting the fact, have roundly denied the 
Secret Hiſtory to be the production of Procopius. 
Of this number was Eichelius, who gave an edi- 


tion of the work, with notes and a preface, where 


his ſentiments may be ſeen at large. He ſets out 


with proving, that it is neither true nor probable 
that Procopius was the author; and, he adds, 
though he were, that a declamation ſo extrava- 


gant, "fo ſhameleſs and abſurd would be intitled to 


to no ſort of credit, but carries with it an anti- 
dote to its own poiſon, | The only difficulty that 
remains with me is, that the illuſtrious author of 
the Spirit of Laws has given a degree of ſanction 
to the 1 1 deen the n of ſo reſpect- 
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PREFACE. is 
able an authority, but ĩt muſt yield to the force of 


evidence. Is it poſſible to believe, that a writer, 


who was a ftateſman in his day, and had the 
eſteem of the age in which he lived, would agree 
with himſelf, for the little gratification of tradu- 


Cl | his benefactors, to leave behind him a work 
of defamation, which could not fail to blacken his 


own memory, by reducing after- ages to the ne- 


ceſſity of conſidering him either as the author of 
a virulent libel, or a flatterer of the meaneſt ſer- 


vility ? Can it be ſuppoſed that he, who had, in 


every other reſpect, maintained the dignity of a 
Judicious hiſtorian, could of a ſudden be fo loſt to 
all ſenſe and decency, as to defire, upon his own ð 
bare aſſertion, that the character of 4 1 4a block- 
bead, a compound of ruſticity and 6475 „ 
fixed upon the emperor Juſtin, tha 
” tuous old man, who from obſcurity, from the 
loweſt ſtation in the army, raiſed himſelf by his 
valour and his talents to the higheſt rank; ob- 
_ tained the joint ſuffrages of the ſenate, the army, 


t wiſe and vir- 


and the people, in his favour, and roſe at laſt to 


the imperial throne? Is it credible that he, who 
_ compoſed the hiſtory of his own times im a ſtrain 


of candour, truth and knowledge, could be capa- 


dle of tranſmitting to us concerning Juſtinian, 

That he was Hupid and ſluggiſb as an aſs, that he 
ſuffered himſelf to be led by the noſe, and that he fre- 
quently pricked up his ears *. That he was not a man, 

but a fury in human ſhape f. That his mother, be- 
F)) ͤ N 


[ | Inſignis bomo ſtaliditatts, ſummã cum in anti | ſummague cas 
ruſticitate conjunctæ. | 2 15 | 


Nam mire ſtolidus fuit, & lento quam ſimillinus afine, kapiſtrs 
Facile trabendus, cui & aures ſubinde agitarentur. 1 


＋ uod vero non bomo, ſed, ſub humana ſpecie, furia fit Fuſtini- 


anus, documento eſſe poſſunt ingentia quibus affgeit homines mala : 


 guippe enim ex atrocitate facinorum Autoris virium immanitas palam 


fat, 


ould be 


* THE AUT H O R's 
fare ſhe conceived him, had commerce with a demon 
that was inviſible, but palpable to the touch ; and, 
in ſhort, that he brought 2 a number of calamities 
upon the empire, as could not be equalled in the annals 
of all former ages]? Could an author of reputa- 
tion, who, in the ſtyle of ſober hiſtory, had repre- 
ſented Beliſarius as an accompliſhed hero, adorn- 
ed with triumph and with glory, deſcend ſo low- 
Iy from his character as to call him at laſt, a man 
deſpiſed by the world, and pointed at for a fool“? 
and this too in the criſis of that hero's fame, when 
he was called upon to be the * of the ſtate 
by the expulſion of the Huns! . 


It is true, that in the original Greek, ſome have 
pretended to trace the ſtyle of Procopius; but did 
they diſcern his good ſenſe and manner of think- 

ing ? I will grant that he might be ſuſceptible of 
ingratitude, and of ſpleen and malice to his bene- 
factors; but would the rancour of an able writer 

vent itſelf in boyiſh declamation ? Would he 

think puerility ſufficient to efface his former 
_ ſtrain of panegyric, and to retract the facts upon 
which that panegyric was founded ? It is not 
likely that Procopius, the hiſtorian, would fo 
trifle with poſterity, as to ſit down in a fit of ma- 
| levolence, to prove in form that Juſtinian and his 
_ miniſters were not men, but a ſet of evil demons, who 

ſtalked the earth in human ſhape, and heaped deſtruc- 


Eo gravida anteguam efſet, quandam genii ſpeciem ad ſe ven- 
titaſſe, que non ad viſum, ſed ad contactum ſe preberet, accubaret- 
que ſibi, & quaſi mariius ſe conjugem iniret, „„ 
I Is demum fuit Romanis tot tantorumgue malorum Autor, quot 


i 

; : . , @*\ * , 2 

; & guanta andita non ſunt ex omni ſuperiorum etatnm memorid, | 
7 .* ; . . . . 

| ® Tunc enim vers contemni ab omnibus & weluti demens ſubſans 
| - Cart, - . * . . . 
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PREFACE = 
EZ 77 mankind. Of ſuch a degree of infatua- 


tion I ſhould be almoſt inclined to acquit him, 
though all his cotemporaries were to depoſe againſt 
him: moſt aſſuredly I ſhall do ſo now, when 
there is no other evidence but the Dictum of a 
ſingle man who lived five hundred years after- 

wards. FE . „„ Ne aro boy 


It is Procopius the hiſtorian, and not the ſup- 
poſed writer of ſcandalous memoirs, that I have 


followed: I have conſulted him in his genuine 


work, and from thence I have copied the charac 


ter of my hero, his modeſty, his benevolence, his 
affability, the ſimplicity of his manners, his be- 


neficence, and, above all, that fund of humanity 


” which was the baſis of his virtues, and made him 


the idol of the people. It was the delight,” 


ſays my author r, © of the citizens of Byzantium, 
* 17 


A 


to behold Beliſarius coming forth every morn- 


* © ing to the Forum... . . He was diſtinguiſhed | 
© by the ſize and the graceful proportions of his 
„ ſtature, To the dignity of his perſon he added 


* © ſuchanair of meekneſs, benignity, and chear- 


ful demeanour to all who came in his Was 


that he might have paſſed for one of the ordi- 5 


5 e 
£ + Hi  nunquam homines (mb) viſt ſunt ſed perniciofi demones, 


. « Humanas induti formas, quaſi ſemi homines furiæ, fic uni- 
ver ſum terrarum orbem convulſerunt, _ | | 


t Erat igitur Biſantinis civibus voluptati Beliſarium intueri in 


forum quotidie prodeuntem, . « , . Pulchritudo hunc magnitudoque wo 
corporis boneflabat., Humilem præterea ſe, benignumgue aded, atque 


editu obviis quibuſque perfacilem exhibebat, ut infime ſortis viro 


perſimilis wideretur, « « , . « In ſues præcipuè milites munificentis _ 
cæteros anteibat. . , . . Erga agricultores, agrefleſyue homines, 


eanta bic indulgentid ar providentid utebatur, ut Beliſario ductante 
exercitu, nullam bi vim paterentur. Segetes inſuper, dum in agres 
matureſcerent, diligentius tuebatur, ne forte equorum greges bas de- 

vaſtarent; frugeſque ceteras, invitis dominis, ſuos attingere probi- 
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he nary rank of people. . . His 1 
© to his ſoldiers was unbounded, .. . . . To the 


e hufhandman and the labourer of the field he 


c behaved with ſuch a tender concern, that while 


he commanded, they were ſure of ſuffering no 
His care, 


© kind of outrage from the a 
£6 moreover, extended to all the fruits of the earth : 
he provided with ſolicitude that his troopers 


& ſhould not trample down the corn growing up 


sin the field; and to touch any part of the far- 


„ mer's ſtore, without leave from che owner, was = 


8 made penal e his . 
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FAYJOWARDS as cloſe af Juſtini- 

: q an's reign, when that emperor 
began to \ droop with age, the ſtate, 8 
exhauſted by long and violent <xorrions, 
diſcodered every ly mptom of decay. The 


dcin tion through all its departm ents 


was enfeebled; the authority of the laws 
was ſilent; the public treaſure was aban- 


doned to private avarice; and military diſ- 
cipline lay quite neglected. Fatigued by 


a continued ſeries of wars, the emperor was 


reduced to be a purchaſer of peace at the 


hands of his enemies While the ſcanty re- 


mainder of his armies languiſhed in a ſtate 
of indolence, , as if grown uſeleſs, and a 


burthen to the. government. The com- 
manders of the ina dive ſoldiery g gave them- 
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felves up to pleaſure and diſſipation; and 


their minds a faint image of war, was their 


Iiſtleſs condition. 
were over, that a party was engaged at ſup: 


Thrace, when word was brought that a 


a ſeat near the fire, 


liberty of ſpeech, Each individual was 
laviſh in commendation of the exploits he 
had performed, and thoſe he would have 
performed, if his merit and his talents had 


_ calamities of the empire, according to them, 


the exerciſe of the chace, which ræcalled to 


only expedient to prevent the wearineſs of 
too deep a repoſe, and the languor of a 


It happened, after the ſports of hunting 
er in a caſtle ſituated | in the- territories of 


blind old man, conducted by a child, im- 
plored the company for ſhelter and hoſpi- 


rality. Youth is prone to compaſſion, and 
the old man was admitted. It was nowethe 

autumnal ſeaſon, and the cold, which be- 
gan to be ſomewhat eager, had chilled the 


Poor venerable ſtranger. They gave him 


The pleaſures of the table went on; 
convivial mirth diffuſed itſelf, and he 


_ misfortunes of the ſtate became at length 
the topic of converſation. A wide feld 


was opened for cenſure to expatiate in, 
and diſcontented vanity allowed itfelf every 


not been neglected and depreſſed. The 


could only be aſcribed to the egregious þ 
blunder of not confiling the places of W 
| Henin 
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| BELISARIUS. 5 
higheſt truſt to men of their ſtamp and cha- 
1 racter. They governed the world over 
05 their bottle, and with every bumper the 
3 LL ſpirit of legiſlation grew more enlightened 
MM and deciſive, 
The old man at the corner of the fire 
53 ute enced to this club of politicians, and pity 
201 | mingled with his ſmiles. One of the com- 
W pany perceiving it, Honeſt man, ſays he, 
= you ſeem to find lomething Plcalant in our 
# diſcourle.---Pieaiant! rephed the aged gueſts 
pardon me, Sir, not very pleaſant, but light 
and airy, as ms / be expected at your time 
of life. The whole room was aſtoniſhed at 
W the anſwer. Your complaints you think 
well founded, continued the old man, and 
U agree with you, that you ought not to 
have fallen into neglect; but that is a 
mere partiab evil, not to be lamented. 
Lament rather that the empire has loſt all 
its ſtrength and dignity; and that the prince 
worn out with cares, and bending under the | 
eight of years, no longer now can fee and 
judge for himſelf, but is obliged to act by 
| the miniſtry of unfaithful ſervants. In fo 
general a diſaſter, it is poor to think only 
ot yourſelves.— That was the faſhion of 
pour time, I fancy, interpoſes one at the 
3 table; no body cared about himſelf in 
| thoſe days! However, the mode is altered 
E BF tow, and every man for himſelf at preſent. 


z ; Po much the worſe, returned the old man; 
zz - . — — 
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cates hi 
mould conſider his country as inſolvent; 
for, in fact, that which he devotes to the 
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4 BELISARIUS. 


and if that be the caſe, you are properly b | 
requited; neglect ought to be your portion, 
How | faid the perſon to whom thete words 
were addreſſed, do you encroach Upon our | 
hoſpitality, in order to inſult us? Far 


from it, anſwered the old man; 1 deal with 


ou as a friend, and pay you with honeſt 
Truth for the ſhelter you afford me. 


The young Tiberius, who ſince merited 
to be ranked among the virtuous emperors, 


happened to be of the party. He was 
ſtruck with the venerable air and ſnowy 
| head of the blind old gueſt. Addrefling 


himſelf to him, There 1s, ſaid he, a mark 


of wiſdom in your obſervation, but it is 
mixed with a degree of ſpleen and this 
public ſpirit, which you require, is without 


doubt a virtue, but by no means a duty. 


3 your ſtation it iS a duty, replied the 
good ole 


an, in a tone ſomewhat pe- 
remptory; or, ſaid he, to expreſs it better, 
it is the balis of your duty, the foundation 


Whoever dedi- 
elf to the ſervice of his country, 


common good 13 above all price. He 


ſhould, moreover, be prepared to meet 
with ingratitude from his country; for if the 
 facrifice he makes does not ſpring from 
generous motives, the part he acts is foolim 


and ablurd. 1 he only true principles of 


= Wo a a 5 8 


5 Fu | action 


8 ag 


_ 6 


ECT IP 


ment of the prince. 


wr „ 3 5 
1 wo jo Lo one etl - Wc 2 
e Tein tf at EEE Lk i ED e 
Ro . * Sel Ts n e en . 8 N "7 * 


BE LISARI US. 5 


4 action are the love of glory, and the ardor, 
3 the enthuſiaſm of virtue. 
9 theſe incentives, of what moment is it how 


Actuated by 


our ſervices are received? The recom- 


; 2 pence of true virtue does not depend upon 


the caprice of a miniſter, or the diſcern- 
The common ſoldier, 
indeed, may be induced by the hopes of 
booty ; he may hazard his life for a pit- 
tance to maintain it. This I readily com- 
prehend ; but you, Sir, born to affluence, 
wich whom to live is to enjoy, when you 
relinquiſh the ſofter ſcenes of life to un- 
dergo fatigue and labour, © oppoling your- 
elf voluntarily to various perils, can you 
derogate ſo far from the generous act, as 
to deſire wages for it? It is depreciated 
by payment: who attends to the advantage 
of ſalary, is a mercenary ſlave; nor is the 
caſe altered by the quantity of reward; the 
man who appraiſes his talents, and converts 
them to profit, is to the full as venal as the 
ſoul that ſells wclt for a piece of money. 
What I have ſaid of pecuniary recompence, 
I affirm alſo of the allurements of ambition: 
honours, titles, rank, and the favours of 
the ſovereign, what are they but wages ? 
He who deſires them has his hire. We 
muſt either give or ſell ourſclves: there is 
no other alternative. The former is the 


act of freedom, the latter of ſlavery: you, 
gentlemen, will incline to that which agrees. 


B 3. 


„ belt | 


6 BE LISARI US. 1 
beſt with the propenſities of your hearts. — 1 


x At this rate, honeſt friend, ſaid the com- 1 
pany, you place ſovereigns in a very ealy 
condition. Were my diſcourſe. addreſſe q "ot 
to ſovereigns, returned the blind ſtranger, 
I ſhould tell them, that as if is your duty 7 
to obſerve a diſintereſted conduct, fo it is 
theirs to be juſt and upright. — VV hat, then, "0 
is it juſt, do you think, to give merit its 
due recompence ?— Moft certainly it is 
but he to whom ſervice is rendered, is to 
diſpenſe the reward; and if he omits to do 
it, it is his misfortune. But to go a little 
farther : which of us, in weighing our own 
merits, can be ſure of holding the balance 
with an even hand? To illuſtrate this, in 

pour condition, for inſtance, in order that 
8 cvery body ſnould be dealt with to his ſa- 7 
_ - tisfation, it would be neceſfary that each 
| [ ſhould command fn chief, and then what 
bdbeacomes of ſubordination'? This, you ſee, 
| ll is impracticable. Let me then aſſume it 


as a truth, that government may inciden- 
tally want penetration, and even equity, 
but ſtill it will be more diſcerning and wife = 
in its appointments, than if it were impli- 
citly to take the recommendation each of 
you would give in favour of himfelf.— | 
And who are you that talk to us in this 
ſtrain, lays the young maſter of the feaſt, 
with an elevation of voice ?—Belifarius, 
replied the old man, 


The 
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need not be expreſſed : 
and confuſion that ſeized their young minds 


blind, 


tereſted love of country ! 


BELISARIUS. 
The ſurprize occaſioned by this diſcovery 


the aſtoniſhment 


at the name of Beliſarius, at the name of 
him who had ſo often conquered in three 
parts of the globe, will ſuggeſt themſelves 
to every imagination. The whole com- 
pany remained motionleſs, and a deep 
lence marked the reſpect with which they 
were impreſſed. Reverential awe poſſeſſed 
them, and, forgetting that Beliſarius was 
not one of them dared to lift his 
eyes. Tiberius at length broke ſilence : 
Thou venerable man, taid he, how unjuſt 


and cruel has fortune been to thee to 


thee, whom the whole en 2 for thirty 
years together, felt the author of its glory 
and its fouriſhing condition; till at length 
wicked malice framed a charge of treaſon 
and revolt! — Thou art that hero, whom 
the perſecuting rage of envious men loadeck 
with irons, and barbarouſly deprived of the 
organs of ſight !—And yet, thus baſcly 
treated. you can ſtill perſevere to inculcate 
principles of PUT c ſpirit and diſin- 
aA nd from whom, 
ſays Eeliſarius, would you expect to hear 
the lefons of ie Are the ſlaves of 
court-favour to be your moraliſts? Oh! 
ſhame indelible ! ſays Tiberius, interrupt- 
ing him; unparalleled ingratitude! Poſte- 
rity will ſcarce believe the monſtrous. fory'!. 
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8 B E LIS AR 1 8 
—It muſt not be diſſembled, replied Beli- 


ſarius, that my enemies did take me un- 
provided, and ſurpriſe me a little: I never 
expected to be injured to that exceſs of 
outrage. I had, however, been familiar 
with the | idea of dying in the ſervice of the 
empire; and whether dead or blind, the 
difference is iaconſiderable. Devoted to 
my country, I did not except my eyes. 
All that I hold dearer than my eyes or my 
life til remains to me; the honour of my 
character is inviolate, and, above all, the 
virtues of my heart are ful] mine, uncon- 
quered by my enemies. The actions of 
my life may indeed be  effaced from the 
memory of a court; but the memory of 
mankind will be more retentive; and if it 
ſhould not, I have the conſcious remem- 
brance, and that 1s ſufficient. 
The company now, ſtruck with admira- 
tion, jtolicied* Beliſarius to make one at 
the. table. Excuſe me, gentlemen, ſays 
he, at my age the beſt place is the ſire- 
ſide. Every civility was tendered to him, 
and he was much importuned to accept the 
beſt bed in the caſtle : he contented him- 
elf with a little ſtraw, I have often flepr | 
harder, ſays he: but this child, who guides 
me, I recommend to your good offices; I 
for he is more delicate than I am, 3 
The next morning, as ſoon as there was 
light enough for his guide, Beliſarius de- 
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- | parted, bens his hoſts, e 5 with the 
1- WT ſport of the preceding day, were yet awake 
IN # Being informed when they roſe, that the 
of F hero had left the place, they propoſed to 
ar go in queſt of him, in order to provide him 
he with a carriage, and what other conveni- 
he = ences he might want. No, ſays Tiberius, 
to that will be labour in vain; Beliſarius has 
8. not conceived eſteem enough for us, to 
y make him willing to receive an obligation. 
y 6 The young T iberius had ſenſibility and. 
e reflection; on his mind an exalted virtue 
- = in the very extreme of misfortune made the 
F 1 deepeſt impreſſion. Never, ſays he to one 
e ol his friends who came to him from the 
f 7 emperor, never ſhall I forget laſt night's ſo- 
t = lemn ſcene! never ſhall the words of the Ve- 
- 7 nerable man be eraſed from my memory. 
> Humilliating as he was, yet his leſſon has 
taught me What a taſk remains upon my 
5 ka. hands, if I aſpire to the dignity of my na- 
ture; if I mean to be a man. An account of 
this incident reached the ear of JuSTINxIA N, 
= who deſired an interview with TIBERIUs. 
— TisBzr1vs related the whole with accu- 
racy to the emperor, and then continued 
be, It is impoſlible, Sir, that ſo elevated a. 
mind could deſcend to the baſeneſs of the 
cConſpiracy laid to his charge: I would en- 
gage my life that he is innocent, if a life 
like mine were worthy of being ſurety for 
io illuſtrious a character. I Will fee him, 
B 5 and 
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and confer with him, replied Jusrixrax, 1 


without diſcloſing myſelf to him: in the 
condition of blindneſs, to which he 1s re- 


duced, this will not be impracticable. Since 


his releaſe from priſon, he cannot have re- 


moved himſelf to any conſiderable diſtance : 
purſue his ſteps, and intice him, if poſſible, 
to your country-ſeat; thither I will come in 


private. This command of the emperor 


Tiberius received with tranſport, and the 


next day purſued. the road Beliſarius had 
taken, 


Þ .1SARIUS, in the mean time, begging ! 


D alms as he went, journeyed on to- 
wards an old ruinous caſtle, where his fa- 
mily expected him. He had given direc- 


tions to his young guide, not to mention 
his name on the road; but the dignified 
air of his countenance, and his whole per- 


ſon, was ſufficient” to intereſt every be- 
holder. Arriving that night at a village, 


his conductor ſtopped at the door of an 
| houſe which had a 5 8 but neat e 5 


ance. 

The landlord was entering with a ſpade 
in his hand: tlie mien and features of Be- 
Malin attracted his attention, and made 


him curious to know o reſpectable a va- 
was grant 
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"BELISARIUS mr 
grant. A poor invalid, ſays Beliſarius, an 
old decrepit ſoldier A ſoldier | exclaims 


the villager, and that honour is your re- 


compenſe!— There is no help for it, replied 


Beliſarius; the greateſt misfortune of a 
ſovereign is his inability to pay the price 
of all the blood ſpilt in his ſervice. The 
| heart of the villager was touched by this 
anſwer, and Beliſarius was invited to Par- 
take of his hoſpitality. 


1 here introduce, 4275 the ſive of the 


houſe to his wife, a gallant brave veteran, 
who bears the ſeverities of his fate with 
fortitude of mind: then turning to Beliſa- 
rius, My honeſt queſt, be not aſhamed of 
your condition in a family which has been 


inured to misfortunes : fit you down, we 
are going to ſupper; while we wait to have 

it laid upon the table, tell me, pray, what 
wars have you ſerved in? In the wars of 
Italy, ſays Beliſarius, againſt the Goths, 
that ia Aſia againſt the Perſians, and in 


Africa againſt the Vandals and the Moors. 


At theſe words the villager could not 
ſuppreſs a deep figh. At this rate then, 


continued he, you made every campaign. 
with Belifarius ? —Yes, every campaign 3 


we were never aſfunder.—Indeed 1 that ex- 


cellent man! the equal compoſure of his 
mind! that conſtant uprightneſs ! that 


greatneſs of ſoul! Is he ſtill living, pray? 


5 tor in this ſolitude! it is about five and twenty 


3 Fears, 


12 BELISARIUS. 
- years ſince 1 have heard what is doing i in 
the world. Les, Beliſarius is {till alive. 
May ved guard and prolong his 
4270 lf he heard your wiſhes for him, 
your goodneſs would affect him tenderly.— 
Very like ; and how do they ſay he fares at 
court? In great power, to be ſure! a- 
dored by every body Alas! envy is ever 
an attendant on proſperity. Very true; 
but the emperor ſhould be upon his e 
againſt the enemies of ſo great a man, 
the tutelary genius, the protector of me 
empire !—He is far gone in years now. — 
But what then? he will be as great 1 
council, as he was formerly 1n the eld, 
His wiſdom, if he is attended to, may, 
Perhaps, be of more extenſive uſe than 
even his valour. And how, ſays Beliſa- 
rius, inwardly ſoftened, how was he known 
to you ?—Let us ſit down to table, an- 
ſwered the villager : your queſtion would 
lead into a long detail. 
Beliſarius now felt ſome fecret ines that 
at his landlord muſt be ſome officer who had 
formerly ſerved under him, and had reaſon 
to be contented with his general. During 
ſupper, the latter was inquiſitive concern - 
ing the events of war in Italy and the Eaſt, 
but was totally ſilent in regard to Africa. 
Beliſarius gratified his curioſity in a plain 
and ſimple ſtile. Let us drink, fays the 
hoſt, at the concluſion of the pal, let us 
| 3 
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ſource is obſcurity and repoſe.— 
GILIMER !—Yes, I am he! that vanquiſhed 
prince, who, you may- remember, was be- 


BELISARIUS. 12 


arink to the health of your general, and 
may Heaven requite him with its bounty 


for all the evil he heaped on me Hel re- 


plied Beliſarius, did he injure you? He 


; diſcharged his duty, and I make no com- 


plaint. I have learned in the ſchool of ad- 


verſity to compaſſionate the diſtreſſes of 
mankind, and you ſhall know, my honeſt 
friend, how that leſſon was taught me. As 


you have ſerved. in Africa, you muſt have 
ſeen the king of the Vandals, the unfor- 


© tunate Giulia, led by Beliſarius in tri- 

umph to Conſtantinople, with his wife and 

children involved in his captivity. That 
very GIL IM ER has opened to you his hoſpi- 
table door! you have ſupped with him! 

'Z —Thou Gilimer ! exclaimed Beliſarius; 
and has not the emperor aſſigned you a 

better lot ?—He had promiſed- 

*Z promiſed, and, to do him juſtice, he kept 

his word. Dignities were offered to me, 

and even the rank of a Patrician; but I 
declined the offer. To him who has been 


-Yes, he 


a king and has loſt his crown, the only re- 


ſieged upon the mountain of Papua. There 


1 ſuffered unheard of hardſhips“: the in- 
| clemency of the winter - ſeaſon, the neceſſi- 
ties of Ad the miſerable aſpect of a 


whole 
C Fide Proc de E — 15 II, 


Thou 


14 BELISARIUS. 


whole people driven to the laſt deſpair, and 
ready to devour their very wives and chil- 
dren; the unremitting vigilance of that 
brave officer PHARASV, who, even amidſt he 
operations of the ſiege he carried. on, never. 
ceaſed by his remonſtrances to awaken my 
feelings both for myſelf and the miſeries of 
my people: all theſe circumſtances, toge- 
ther with the entire confidence I had in the 
uprightneſs of your general, prevailed upon 
me at length to lay down my arms. With 
what an air of ſober dignity did Beliſarius 8 
receive me! Every proper attention was 
paid to me by his direction. With what 
addreſs, with what reſpect did he ſtrive to 
ſoften my affliction! The ſpace of near 
ſix luſtres has clapſed ſince 1 have dwelt in 
this ſolitary retreat, and not a day has paſſed 
without hearing my moſt tervent prijons for 7 
HBeliſarius. 1 
I perceive, ſaid Beliſari ius, in this account 275 
of yourſelf, the mild effects of that philo· 
ſophy, which even on the mountain, where 
vou endured ſo much, could make you 
chant your calamities in ſong; which gave 
„ when you appeared before Beliſarius, 
dhat ſerenity of contempt; and on his day 
of triumph animated that look of magna. 
nimity, which aſtoniſhed the emperor Jul. = 
tinian. My good gueſt, replied Gilimer, 
the ſtrength and the weakneſs of our minds EY 
depend entirely upon che Ught 1 in which. 
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things appear to us. True conſtancy and 


fortitude firſt ſprung up in my heart, When 
I began to conſider the world as the ſport 


of fortune. Till then I had lived the moſt 
voluptuous of kings, diſſolved in luxury, 


and ever intranced in the lap of pleaſure: 


on a ſudden I paſſed from my palace, that 


ſcene of revelry and delight, to the cavern, 
of the Moors*, where pillowed upon ſtraw, 


] lived on barley coarſely pounded: and 


ſuch hardſhip was I reduced, that a loaf of 


this ſituation I fell into captivity, was load- 


half roaſted under the cinders. Nay, to 


bread, ſent to me by the humanity. of an 
enemy, was an ineſtimable preſent. From 


ed with irons, and walked in the con- 


queror's triumph. In extremities like theſe, 


you will agree with me, that the heart muſt 


break with grief, or riſe ſuperior to the ca- 
price of fortune. 8 5 
You find in that compoſure of your ſoul, 
tays Belifarius, many reſources againſt ca- 
lamity; and I promiſe to ſuperadd a new 
motive of conſolation before we part. 
I. heir converſation ended here, and each 5 
retired to reſt, 


Gilimer, at the dawn of day, inſtead of 


betaking himſelf ro the cultivation of his 
garden, made it his firſt care to enquire how 


his 


Vandal namgue omnium fant, guos ſciam, molli 72 2 
algue delicatiſſimi; omnium vero miſerrimi Mauriſii. 


= 


Procop. ibidem. + 


16 BELISARIUS. 


his aged gueſt had paſſed the night. He 
found him already up, with his ſtick in his 
hand, ready to ſet out on his journey. 
How! faid he, not give us a few days be- 


fore you leave us! — That, replied Beli a- 


rius, is not in my power: I have a wife 


and daughter 19conſolable during my ab- 
and hear w ithout emo- 


ſence. Farewel! 
tion what remains to be told Blind 
and ſuperannuated as J am „ BELISARIUS 
will never forget the reception you have 
given him. — How ) BELISARIUSs | —It is 
\ Berisarivs who now embraces yon! 
Righteous Heaven ! exclaims Grams. 
half wild with aſtoniſhment, BELISARIUS | 
blind, and abandoned in his old age !— 
Even fo, replied BELIsARIUs, and to mew 
you the extreme of cruelty, before they 
turned him adrift to beg his way through. 
the world, his enemies put out his eyes.— 
Amazement! ſays Gilimer, in a tone of 
grief and horror; can it be poſſible? 
Who were the monſters ?—Envious men, 
replied BzLisarus 3 they impeached me. 
of defigns upon the crown, when my 
thoughts were fixed upon my grave. They 
had credit enough to ruin me, and I was 
laid in irons. The people at length cla- 
moured loudly for my enlargement; it Was 
in vain to reſiſt the popular outcry ; but 
in reſtoring me to liberty they deprived me 
of my ſight. 
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Mek: here, under my roof, cloſe an il- 
luſtrious life — That, returned Beliſarius, 


BEL ISAR IU S. 17 


there the wound ſtruck deeper! You can 


witneſs with what zeal, with. what affection _ 


I ſerved him. Even now I love him, and 


= orieve that he is ſurrounded by wicked 
> men, who cloud and blacken the evening 
of his days. When I heard that he hin- 


{elf pronounced the definitive ſentence, 15 


own my conſtancy failed me; the very ex- 


ecutioners relented into pity, and fell pro- 
ſtrate at my feet. Now all is over; and, 
thanks be to Heaven, I have but a little 


time to crawl about, blind and wretched. 


-Paſs that time with me, ſays GiLI- 


would have ſomething ſoothing in it; but 
I muſt give myſelf to my family, and I now. 


go to expire in their arms. -Farewel ! 


 Gilimer embraced him, bathed him with 
his tears, and could hardly quit his hold. 
At length he let him go with a parting 


1 | pang, and ſtraining his eyes after him, O 


prolperity ! ſays he, thou cheat proſperity ! 


who can conhde in thee? The warlike ; 


hero, the great, the good Beliſarius ! 


Now indeed he may think himſelf happy 
who digs his garden. With theſe words 
the king of the Vandals relurned” 4 
Tpade, | 


CHAP. 


CHAP. III. 


TD ELisarius was now near the 2 aſylum⸗ of 
D his family, who expected him with im- 


—— when a new incident made him 
fear that he ſhould never reach it. The inha- 
bitants upon the borders of the empire were 


perpetually making incurſions into Thrace. 


A party of Bulgarians had invaded the con- 


fines, juſt as a rumour was ſpread abroad, 
that BELISARIVs, deprived ot. his eye-ſight, 


was diſcharged from priſon, and was beg- | 


ging his way to his exiled family, The idea 


of attaching to himſelf fo conſiderable 4 


man {ſoon ſtruck the prince of Bulgaria, 
who little doubted but BELISARIUS would 
embrace the moſt rapid means of revenge. 


The road he had taken was known, and 
orders were accordingly iſſucd for a dili- 
gent purſuit. Towards the cloſe of day 


Berisak us was overtaken : force was not 
to be reſiſted; he was obliged to mount a 


ſuperb horſe brought for the purpole. Two. 


riots conduQed him, and the hero's 


y guide was obliged to mount behind one of 
them. You may trult to us, faid the Bul- 


garians; the prince our maſter honours 


| Your virtues and compaſſionates your miſ- 


fortunes. BeLisarivs interrogating what 


their prince wanted wich him; He means, 


replied — 
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BELISARIUS. 19 


9 replied the barbarians, to ſate your ven- 
geance with the blood of your enemies. 


Ah! ſays the old general, let him leave me 
unrevenged; his pity is ſuperfluous and 


cruel. 1 only aſk to die in the arms of my 


family, and you tear me from them. Whi- 
ther would you lead me? I am harraſſed 


with fatigue, and reſt is neceſſary to me. 


Reſt you ſhall have, anſwered the Bulga- 
rians, and to your entire ſatisfaction, if the 
maſter of the neighbouring caſtle ſhould 
chance not to be upon his guard, or in caſe 
he does not 728805 armed with t too ttrong * 
force. A. 

This caſtle was in the occupation of an 
old courtier whoſe name was Bessus. He 
had commanded at Rome during a ſiege, 
and after being guilty of the: moſt horrible 
exactions, retired to this place with ten 
thouſand talents *. BRLIsARITUs had in- 
liſted that he ſhould be proſecuted with the 
utmoſt ſeverity of the law; but thoſe at 


court who do not with to ave matters too 


cloſely inſpected, being all of his party, the 


enquiry was prevented, and BEsSss retired _ 


to enjoy his crimes and his n noney in rural 
tranquility, = 

TWO en who had been diſpatched 
to reconnoitre the place, reported to the 
chief, that in the caſtle all was pleaſure and 
rejoicing 3 that the misfortune of BELI- 


SARIUS 1 


About 250,000 l. ſterling. 
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SARIUS was the general talk; and that Be 3- 


sus celebrated it by a day of feſtivity, as a 


puniſhment inflicted by Heaven. The ab- 


ject wretch ! ſaid the Bulgarians, he ſhall 1 


not long have it in his power to triumph in 

the downfal of a great man like you. ; 
They arrived ſoon at the caſtle : Beſſus 

was at table ſurrounded by his ſycophants, 


one of whom ſung a ſong of adulation, and 0 


in his ſtanzas ſet forth the care of Heaven 

in the juſtification of his patron, by puniſh- 

ing the accuſer with the loſs of his fight. * 
What more manifeſt indication could there 


be! Could innocence enjoy a more ſplendid "MM 
triumph! Beſſus applauded the flattering 


ſtrain, graciouſly obſerving, that Heaven is 


always juſt, and that ſooner or later the 2 


wicked are brought to condign puniſh- 
ment. Beſſus was right in his obſervation ; 
For now the Bulgarians, {word in hand, had 
taken poſſeſſion of the court. yard, and leav- 
ing Beliſarius to the care of a few ſoldiers, 
made their way with hideous uproar to the 
banqueting- room. Beſſus turned pale at the 
ſight ; confuſion and terror fell upon him; 
his gueſts were thrown into the utmoſt con- 
ſternation: without attempting a defence, 
they fell upon their knees and begged their 
lives. They were all inſtantly ſeized, and 
dragged forth to the place where Balis a- : 
 R1vsS was guarded. Bxssvs by the light of 
the torches F en on horſeback a we 4 
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1 old man; he immediately knew him, and 
3 7 beſeeched his mercy. The old general, 
FT ſoftened with tenderneſs, conjured the Bul- 
garians to ſpare him and, his. No, ſaid the 
chief, no mercy here for bad men ! This was 
: 3 the ſignal for ſlaughter, and Beſſus with all 


his comrades was put to death upon the 
2 Then ordering all the domeſtics be- 
fore him, the commander of the gang > who 
ſaw they expected the ſame fate, "bid them 


be without fear, and attend inn and his 


party at table; for now, ſays he we are 
your maſters. He proceeded to regale him- 


ſelf with his followers, and Brrisakius was 


placed 1 in the ſeat of Beſſus. 

The viciflitudes of fortune now engroſſed 
the thoughts of Beliſarius, and this ſaſt i in- 
cident forely grieved him. My friends, 
ſaid he to the Bulgarians, you diſtreſs me 


much by ſhedding the blood of my coun- 


trymen. Beſſus, it is true, was guilty of 
avarice and inhumanity : I have ſeen him 
the author of a famine at Rome, and in the 
midſt of the public miſery ſelling out bread 

at a moſt exorbitant price, without any feel- 
ing for the poor, who were unable to buy 
the neceſſaries of life. The juſtice of Hea- 


ven has overtaken him at laſt, and my only 
regret is that he merited his fate but yet 
this havoc, done in my name, is a ſtain to 

my honour. Either diſpatch me, or pro- 
mile that no outrage of this fort ſhall hap- 


* 


2  BELISARFTUS. | 

pen again while I am amongſt you. The 
| Bulgarians engaged to reſtrain themſelves 
for the future to ſelf-defence ; but Beſſus“ 
_ caſtle was plundered, and the next day the 
Invaders, loaded with BOOTY let forward 
with BrLISARIUS. 


As ſoon as they arrived at their princess 
camp, the commander in chief, embracing 


Beliſarius, exclaimed, in a cranſport of joy, 
Come, thou venerable man, and try whe- 
ther we or yourown COUNTLrymen are the Bar- 


barians! Abandoned by the ſtate you 9 
ſerved, you ſhall find among us both 


friends and revengers of your wrongs. 


With this he led him by the hand to his 


tent, there bad him poke himſelf, and 


gave orders that every thing ſhould favour 


his ſlumber. At night, after a ſumptuous 
repaſt, at which the name of Beliſarius 


was celebrated by all the Barbarian chiefs, 


the king withdrew with him to a private 

conference. He began by obſerving, that 
it was needleſs to remonſtrate the ecuelty 
of the treatment he had met with. The 


crime, continued he, is horrible; the ven- 
geance due to it ſhould be the ſame. Four 
tyrant, with all his accomplices, muſt be 


buried under the ruins of the Imperial 
throne and palace: his city ſhall be wrapt 


in flames, and its fragments heaped upon 


the emperor's head, Be thou, illuſtrious old 
man, be thou the guide of my armies ; in- 


frutt ; 
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BELISARIUS. 7 


nruct me how to conquer, and to expiate 


4 Pour injurics. They have not robbed you 
„of the mind's eye; the light of wiſdom 1s 
= till yours. Teach me how to ruſh upon 
1 them by ſurprize; to aſſault them within 
" EWtheir ramparts. Let us exterminate their 
* empire, and not leave a trace of it on this 
„ide of the ſeas. If the ſecond rank in our 
> WM new dominion will not ſuilice you, divide 
| 0 wich me the Imperial dignity ; I agree to 
it. Let the tyrant of Byzantium, before 
_ Yb dies beneath repeated blows, behold you 
; | 1 once more make your triumphant entry into 
" UW his city. — And would you have me, then, 
_ 


2 ſaid Belifarius, after a pauſe, would you have 

me jultity him for depriving me of my 
ſight? It is a long time, Sir, fince I de- 
1 | clined the ofler of crowns. Carthage and 
Italy invited my acceptance. I was then 

3h N and in the ſeaſon of ambition; 
= perſecution even then began to ſhew itfelt, 
but I remained inviolably faithful to my 
prince and my country. The duty which 
then bound me continues unextinguiſhed; 
and nothing can induce me to renounce it. 
When I promiſed allegiance to the empe - 
ror, I hoped to find him juſt; and, if he 
proved otherwiſe, I made no reſervation of 

A tacit right to defend, much leſs to re- 
venge mylelf. Of treaſon and revolt I am 
incapable; and, Jet me aſk, how would it 


ſerve you to brand me wich perjury? 
3 | What 


22 BELISARIUS. 1 
What valuable ſervice can you exped“ il 
from a blind old man, who has loſt the if ; 
force and vigour of his mind? The en- 
terprize you "propoſe is much above my 
ability, perhaps above your own. In the AY 
. preſent relaxed ſtate of government, the 
emperor appears an eaſy conqueſt ; but be 
is only grown indolent ; and perhaps to 5 
rouſe him from his languor, and re- animate 
his ipirit, it were deſirable for him that an 
enterprize like yours ſhould be Sn ee bi 
That city, which you think fo aſſailable, Wi 
is inhabited by a people trained to war : b 
and then, what a ſet of men to lead them 9 
on! If the ſuperannuated Behſarius may iT 
well nigh be numbered with the dead, yet 
Nasr lives, and even NARSES has tor 
competitors Munpus, HERMES SALOMON, 
and many others of a warlike genius. 1: 
you will credit me, time alone, with its 
imperceptible hand, muſt ſap the founda- WF 
tions, and work the downfal of that great 
empire. You may, indeed, commit a ra- 
vage, but that is but the war of robbers; 
your ambition will aſpire to an enterprize 
more worthy of you. Juſtinian deſires 
only to form alliances and confederacies in 4 
friendſhip; let me add, there is not a king 
who would not be honoured by an alliance 
with him; and, Sir, it depends upon your- 
ſelf to—No, interrupted the Bulgarian, 
I never will be the friend of Juſtinian ; . 
: Wi! 


BELISARTUS 23 
vill hold no alliance with the man who 
Þwes his all to you, and in return has blind- 
d you for it. Will you reign in concert 
A Frith me, the director of my councils, and 

#he genius of my armies ? That is the queſ- 
1 tion between us. My life, replied Beliſa- 
2 Fius, is in your hands ; but nothing can ex- 
&mpt me from the allegiance I owe my 
aft ſovereign; even now, depreſſed as L 
am, had I the means of ſerving him, though 
Sr were againſt yourſelf, he might till be as 
ſure of me as in my day of profperity,— 
An extraordinary ſort of virtue this! ſays the 
Bulgarian, —Woe to the people, replied Be- 
; farius, to whom it appears extraordinary! 
Don't you perceive that it is the founda- 
tion of good order in ſociety? That no mem- 
oer of 2 any community whatever ſhould ar- 
Frogate to himſelf a right to be his own _ 


"Fa a ſelf-evident truth. That right of nature 
is transferred to the magiſtrate z and were 
7 otherwiſe, there would be as many re- 
bels as diſcontented ſpirits. Would you, 
who now court me to puniſh my maſter for 
injuſtice, would you give the ſame privi- 
lege to your own ſoldiers ?—Would 1 give 
it? ſays the Bulgarian; they have it with- 
out my giving it; but fear reſtrains it with- 

in due bounds. —And with us, fir, virtue is 

the reſtraint, ſays Beliſarius; that is an ad- 
vantage reſulting from the manners; from 
Ty C manners 


3 4 judge and his own avenger, is an obvious, 


* B EIL ISARI US. 4 


manners formed by civilization, the parent 
of ſocial happineſs ; and ſocial happineſs, let 


me tell you, will never be rightly under- 
ſtood, where the inſtitutions of true policy 
have not been received. I will go deeper 
into this ſubject, with the freedom of a man 
who has nothing left to fear or ROPE. What 
fort of ſubjects do you govern, fir? A race 
enured to warfare; that is their beſt re- 
ſource : and that very warfare to which they 


are trained baniſhes every idea of the right 1 
| ule of peace; inclines them to neglect the = 


valuable riches of labour and induſtry ; ; to 
_ trample on the laws of natural juſtice, and 
ſeek a precarious good in ruin and deſtruc- 


tion. If you will place before your eyes 


the conſequences that muſt attend your 


boundleſs ambition, you will perceive how © 


neceſſarily it reſults, that, to lay waſte the 
territories of the empire, you muſt leave 
your own without Jabourers, barren and 
uncultivated; that in order to ſubſiſt one 


part of the human ſpecies, you muſt maſ- 


lacre another ; and that your own ſubjects 


mult fatten with their blood the very land 


which they cover with deſolation. And 


will not, ſaid the king, the influence of 8 
war be the ſame upon the ſubjects of the 
empire? By no means, replied Belifarius ; 
and moreover the object of our arms is ve- 
ry different. The end aimed at by our 
wars is public tranquility, that we may en- " 8 
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BELISARIUS. TY 


joy the fruits of peace as the purchaſe of 


our victories. Generoſity, ſays the Bul- 
garian, is eaſily extended where we have 
the ſuperior force. Let us break off the 
conference. You are ſtill illuſtrious in mi- 
ſery, and 1 honour your unſhaken fidelity; 
it deſerved a better recompence. Repoſe 
yourſelf for this night in my own tent: you 
{hall be lodged near our perſon. To- mor— 
row it ſhall depend upon yourſelf to direct 


your guides which way you will be con- 


ducted. To the place where they ſeized 


me, ſaid Beliſarius; and then retired to 


che comforts of a pure and tranquil ſleep. 
The next day the king of Bulgaria took 


leave of the good old general, and fain 


would have loaded him with preſents. 
They are, ſays Beliſarius, the ſpoils of my 
country, and you would bluſh for me, if T 
ſuffered myſelf to be ſo enriched. Some 


| neceſſary food for himſelf and his guide 
was all he could be induced to accept; 


and the ſame party that laid violent hands 


upon him, eſcorted him to the place from 


whence he had been carried to the barba. 
rian camp. 


Cs. _ = 


28 BELISARIUS. 


CHAP. Iv. 


HE hero was now at the diſtance of 


twelve miles from the retreat of his 
family ; but being exhauſted by a fatiguing 
Journey, he enquired of his guide whether 
there was not a village in fight, where he 
might reſt his wearied limbs. There is one, 


ſaid his young conductor, but it is a con- 


ſiderable way off. Let theſe guards con- 
vey you to it. No, replied BELIsaRlus, I 


ſhould expoſe the place to the pillage of 1 


theſe rovers. He now took leave of his 
convoy. 

Arriving at che vilage, che cry that gen 
his ear was, There be is; that's he; it is the 
Very man, What may this mean ?—lIt is an 


Whole family, ſaid the guide, making to- 
wards you with great eagerneſs. By this 
time an old man came forward from the 1 


crowd. Worthy gentleman, ſaid he, may 


we crave to know who you are? Tou 


plainly ſee, replied Beliſarius, that I am a 


| Poor indigent wretch, and not a gentle- 


man.— An indigent wretch ! exclaimed the 
peaſant ; that is what occaſions our curi- 
olity ; for we have a report here, that, 
wretched as you ſeem, you are Beliſarius. 


Lower your voice, my honeſt friend, re- 
* the general ; and if my misfortunes | 4 
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BELISARIUS 29 
touch you, afford me a ſhelter under your 
roof. Theſe words were ſcarcely uttered, 
when he felt the villager embracing his 
knees: he raiſed the honeſt countryman, 


and went with him into an humble cot. 


Fall down, my children, ſaid the villager 
to his ſon and two daughters, fall down at 
the feet of this illuſtrious hero: it was he 
protected us from the ravage of the Huxs; 


but for him our little habitation had been 
reduced to aſhes ; but for him, my chil- 
7 dren, your father would have been but- 
chered before your eyes, your little babes 
of 
tried into captivity; but for him, you never 
would have raiſed your heads again; you 
are indebted to him for life, and all that can 
be dearer than life. Venerate him the more 
for his preſent condition, reſpect his miſ- 
fortunes, and weep over your unhappy 


would have been torn from you, and hur- 


country. 
Beliſarius, diſſolving ene with ten- 


derneſs at the grateful ſentiments of this 
little family, and overpowered by their bleſ- 


ſings on his head, could only anſwer them 
wich the dumb eloquence of his embraces. 


little innocents, who have found in you a 
| ſecond father. We ſhall never ceaſe to 
* awaken in their memories a due ſenſe of 


dhe honour may ": now receive by falut- - & 


* 
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ing their great deliverer, and being ca- 
reſſed in his embrace. Each mother pre- 


ſented her own child, and placed him on 
the general's knees. The little infants 


ſmiled with young aſtoniſhment, and raiſ- 
ing their arms ſeemed to offer up their 
thanks. And can you now, ſaid Beliſarius, 


think me an object of compaſſion? Does 


there at this moment breathe a man more 


ſincerely happy than myſelf? But tell me, 


how has it happened that you had any 
knowledge of me? A young nobleman, 
replied the villager, paſſed through this. 


place yeſterday, and enquired if we had 
not ſeen a blind old man go by; you an- 


ſwer the deſcription he gave us. We af- 3 
ſured him we had ſeen no ſuch perſon; he 


then charged-us to keep a good look-ov bs 


and let you know, that a friend expects you _ 
at the place where you are going. He ſaid ©» 
you were in want of every thing, and re- 

queſted us to pay you every attention in our 
| 8 : he even promiſed to requite us for 
Alas ! we told him that we were all 
| Wien employed; ſome in the labours of 
the field, others in domeſtic cares, and had 


but little leiſure to gape after travellers as 


they paſs by. Then quit your employ- 


ments, ſaid the young lord, and omit every 


thing rather than the ao of benevolence 


the good old man is intitled to: he is your 


A your deliverer : ; 1t is Beliſarius 


whom 


„ 
IST. 
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hom J recommend to your diligence ; and. 
„ then he opened to us the whole ſtory of 

= your ſufferings. At the ſound of a name ſo 
; XZ beloved and honoured, imagine to yourſelf 
dhe agitation of our hearts. My ſon watch- 
red alf night long for his general, for he had 

the honour to fight under your banners, 
when you expelled the invaders of Thrace ;. 
> and my daughters at the dawn of day were 
„ at the threſhold of the door, and there con- 
tinued ſtraining their eyes with eager ex- 


„ pectation. At length we have found you; 

s command as you pleaſe, every thing we ' 
4 have 1s yours : the nobleman who defires >» Wb 
5 ſee you has more in his power to give; but 

1 give what he may, he will not do it with "= 
e better heart than we offer our little all. 
| While thus the father diſcourſed, the ſon., 
u in a fixed attitude before the hero, viewed 

d him with a penſive air, his hands claſped in 
. each other; conſternation, pity, and reſpect. 


= riſing by turns, and diffuling themſelves. 

rover "his countenance. 

1 My good friend, fays Belifarius to the. 
2 old villager, I thank you for theſe marks of 

your goodneſs. [ have wherewithal to ſup- 

as Port me on my way to my laſt retreat: but: 


= pray inform me, is your happineſs equal to; 
ry your benevolence ? Your ſon, you ſay, car- 
de ried arms under my conduct. I feel my- 
Ur ſelf inte reſted about him; is he prudent, 
Us careful, and induſtrious ? Does he prove a 


„VV good. 
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good huſband and a good father! He is, 


replied the old man, all my joy and com- 


fort; he quitted the army upon the death 
of his elder brother; but he quitted it 
ſeamed with honourable ſcars ; he relieves _ 


me from labour, the prop of my old age 
He has for his wife the daughter of t my 


friend, and Heaven has ſmiled upon their- 


union. He is of a ſanguine lively temper; 


ſhe is of a mild and "amiable diſpoſition. 
My daughter, who ſtands there, is allo hap- 
pily ſettled, I gave her in marriage to a 
1 5 young man of good morals, and they live 
min mutual affection: : every thing goes on to 
my heart's content, and they have raiſed 

grand- children to me, i in whom | fancy 1 


am renewing my youth, In the hopes that 


they will cheriſh my memory, and bleſs me 
when I am gone, I draw towards my grave 
with leſs regret, —Alas ! my good friend, 
laid Belifarius, you excite my envy |! I had 


two ſons, my beſt, my darling hope! I ſaw 


them both expire at my ide ; an only 

daughter is all that is left me in my age, 
and ſhe, alas ! has too much ſenſibility for 
my condition and her own. But thanks be 

to Heaven, my two boys died fighting for 
their country !—At theſe words, the young 
man, who had been earneſtly liſtening to all 


_ that paſſed, felt his heart touched to the 
voy — 


The 


Wo ; 


„ a i. on di 


F 
the moſt ſumptuous repaſt. Calm and re- 
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The ſupper, conſiſting of plain country 
Y care, was ſerved up; but Beliſarius, by his 


Iureiy repreſentations of the happineſs that 


dwells with obſcurity, gave it the value of 


tired anch ſays he, is the happieſt 
ſtate of man; and yet, ſo little are the ſo- 
lid bleſſings of life underſtood, it is a ſtate 
which is never envied! 

The young man of the houſe ai 
filent during the whole time of ſupper, with 


his eyes fixed on Beliſarius; he was loſt in 


contemplation : his Inward workings grew 


= ſtronger as he gazed ; his countenance 
every moment ſettled into a deeper gloom, 
looked more intenſe with reflection, and 
fiercer with the various meanings that ſuc- 
ceeded each other. Here is my ſon, ſaid 


the good old landlord, recalling to his ima- 


gination all your battles : he peruſes you 
with an ardent eye.— He finds it difficult, 
replied Belifarius, to recollect his general. 


The enemies of my general, laid the young 
man, have defaced him enough to make it 
diffcult to know him; but he is too near 


the hearts of his ſoldiers to be ever unknonn 
to them. 


When Beliſarius took Ho of how wor- 


1 thy family, I ſhould be glad, ſays this young 
man, if my general will permit me to at- 
tend him a little part of his way. Being 
x weder on the road, I could wiſh, ſaid he 


O 5 again, 
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again, that you would order your guide to 
walk on before us; for I have ſomething 
for your private ear. The condition, fir, 


to which they haveYreduced you fills me 


with indignation. They have left you a 


S 
terrible example of ingratitude, and the 


baſeſt perfidy; it makes me even look with 
horror on my country; and as 1 formerly 
_ dared boldly in her ſervice, ſo I now bluſh 


for every drop of blood I ſpilt in her cauſe. 


ſhall 


The place of my nativity is grown deteſ. 
table to me, and I look with pity on the 
children whom I have brought into this bad 
world —Hold ! hold, young man ſays 
Bcliſarius; where is the country in Which 
honeſt men do not fall the victims of ma- 
lignity and fraud? - But this, returned the 
young ſoldier, this is without a precedent, 
There is a peculiarity in your fate that ex- 

_ ceeds all imagination. Who was the au- 
thor of it? I have a wife and children; 
them I will recommend to their grandfather 
and the Supreme Being, and nothing ſhall 
retard me from ſerting + out directly to tear 
out the villain's heart, who barbarouſly— 
Alas ! thou generous youth, ſaid Beliſarius, 
claſping him in his arms, this exceſs of pity 
EkKkindles to enthuſiaſm. Can I conſent that 
a brave young man ſhall be the perpetrator 
of an inſidious deed? that a ſoldier ſhal! 
become an aſſaſſin? that a virtuous ſon, a 
tender huſband, and an affectionate father, 4 
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ſhall be the ſlave of guilt and infamy |! Ir 
XZ were to make me deſerve all that malice: 
> has inflicted on me. Reflect a little; you 
e have relinquiſhed the juſt defence of your 
a country to ſolace your aged father, and rear 

up your tender infants ; "and will you now 
for a ſuperannuated wretch like me, with 
an extrava gant zeal; deſert that very father _ 
and. your helpleſs babes ? Tell me, ſhould- 


you drench your hands in the blood of my 


F 
na eee 
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{. X cnemies, will that recal my youthful vi- 
1. gour? Will it reſtore my loſt organs to me? 
dQ | When you have made yourſelf criminal, 
y3 * ſhall I be the leſs miſerable No, replied. 
h the young man, but the bloody cataſtrophe- 
a- = ofa villain will ſtrike every guilty mind 
1e with horror: to make him a terrible ex, 
t. ample to the world, I will ſeize the mon- 
X- ſter at the foot of the throne or even of the 
u- altar, and glutting my poniard in his heart, 
1 will thunder in his ear, © Beliſarius ſtriꝶes the - 
er loro.“ And by what right, ſays Beliſarius- 
all in a deciſive tone, do you mean to execute 
ar my revenge? Have I transferred a right to 
5 you, which I do not poſſeſs myſelf ? or do 
15, you mean to aſſume that right in defiance 
ty of every law.?—Let law. be truly admini-- 
at ſtered, ſaid the young man, and the ſub- 
Gr ject will depend upon the juſtice of his- 
all country; but ſince it is perverted, ſince it 
2 gives no protection to innocence and vir- 


tue, but connives at vice, and acts 1 in collu- 
c 6. ſion. 


k 
. 
[ 


i 
: 
1 
14 1 
: 
x 
Wk 
1 
ms 
11 
is! 
1 
. 
1 ö 
HI 
It 
3 4 
1 
i 
it [it 
1 
if 
i 
i! 
. 
11 
5 
11 


36 BELISARIUS. 


ſion with the guilty, it is time to abjure 
civil ſociety, and reſort to the primitive laws 


of natural juſtice, My worthy good friend, 


replied Belifarius, that is the reaſoning of 
ruffians, of every lawleſs banditti ! To ſee 
the laws warped to evil purpoſes is indeed 
grievous to a juſt and honeſt mind; but the 
caſe would be ſtill more grievous, if they 
were to ſuffer open violation. Enfeebled laws 


are moſt certainly an evil, but a tranſitory 


evil; their total overthrow would be a laſt- 
ing calamity. You would ſtrike guilt with 7 
terror, and yet you are going to encourage 
it by your example. My calamities, thou 
worthy youth, have inſpired you with noble 
ſentiments; would you debaſe thoſe ſenti- 
ments by an atrocious deed ? Shall the ten- 
der ſenſations of the heart be turned to hor- 
ror ? I conjure you, in the name of that 


virtue which you love, diſhonour 1t not by 


arm myſelf with fortitude to bear the worſt , 


but when a man renowned, when Beliſa- 
; rius—No, I will never forgive it. But I 
forgive it, replied Beliſarius; nothing but 
5 my "intereſt in this buſineſs can provoke 


your fury ; and if I renounce my own re- 


fentments, will you go farther than I am 


TOE 


fatal raſhneſs. Let it never be ſaid that 
virtue has guided the hand of an aſſaſſin, 

If their cruelty, ſaid the young ſoldier, 
had ſpent its rage on me, I could perhaps 
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willing todo? Let me tell you, that if I 
were inclined to expiate my wrongs by the 
blood of my enemies, whole nations are 
ready to arm themſelves in my cauſe; but 
I am reſigned to my fate; imitate my ex- 


ample, allow me to be a judge of what is 


right and honourable ; and if you find with- | 
in your breaſt a ſpirit to encounter death, 
reſerve that ſpirit for the glorious occaſion 
of ſerving your country and your prince. 
The ardor of the young ſoldier ſubſided 
at theſe words into wonder and admiration. 
Forgive me, general, faid he, forgive the 
vehemence which I now bluſh to own : 
the outrage of your fortune drove me to 
exceſs; while you condemn my zeal, ex- 


cuſe it allo. —] do more, faid Belifarius, LL | 


eſteem it; it is the emotion, the tranſport 
of a generous mind, but let me now direct 
it. Your family will have need of you, 
live for them; and Jet your children im- 
bibe from you an averſion to the enemies 
of Beliſarius. Name them, ſaid the young 
ſoldier with impatience, and I promiſe you 
my children ſhall grow up from the cradle 


in mortal hatred of them. —My enemies, 


replied Belifarius, are the Scythians, the 
Huns, the Bulgarians, the Sclavonians, 8 
the Perſians, and all the enemies of my 
country. Thou miracle of virtue! ſaid the 
young villager, proſtrating himſelf at the 


3 feet of the hero. Beliſarius embraced him, 


and 
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and taking his leave, There are, ſaid he, in 
this nized ſtate inevitable evils ; all goes a 
jut man can do is not to deſerve the 


tion that may be his lot. If, e e BY 
the abuſe of power, the perverſion of 7 
laws, and the proſperity of bad men, ſhould. 


move your indignation, think of Beliſarius. 
: arewel 1 


of H | A F. V. 


T philoſophic ſoul 5 Belifarive 1 way 


now upon the point of encountering _ 


a trial ſtill more ſevere than any he had yet 


met with: but it will in this place be pro- 


per to relate what happened when the hero 
was firſt ſeized, and hurried away to priſon. 


On the night when he was loaded with 


feetters, and like a ſtate-criminal thrown 
into jail, amazement, grief, and confter- 
nation filled his palace. The alarm which 
ſeized his wife AN TON INA, and Eupoxa 
his only daughter, gave a picture of deſpair 


and agony in their moſt ſtriking colours. 


At length AnToxina recovering from her 
fright, and calling to mind the favours which 


the empreſs had laviſhed on her, began 1 


to flatter herſelf that her apprehenſions were 


groundleſs; ſhe condemned, with ſelf-re- 


proach, the weakneſs ſhe had betrayed, 
Admitted to an intimacy and dearneſs with 


Inko- 


E- | VET 
Tukoboꝶ A, the companion and ſharer ot 
all her ſocial pleaſures, ſhe depended upon 
# ſupport from that quarter, or at leaſt ſhe 
believed that THEODOR A was her friend. 
In this perſuaſion ſhe attended the levee of 
the empreſs, and falling on her knees in the 
face of the whole court Madam, faid ſhe, 
it to have defended and ſaved the empire 
on various occaſions has been the diſtin- 
guiſhed lot of BRLIsAR Ius, that the guilt 
now imputed to him may be examined n. 
open day light, and that his accuſers may 
confront him at the tribunal of the empe- 
ror, is now the recompence he aſks for 
all his generous labours : a free trial, and 
the opportunity of confounding his ene- 
mies, 1s the only favour he can with honour 
accept. TazopoRa made her a ſign to 
riſe, and with a look of frigid indifference 
anſwered; If Beliſarius is innocent, he has no- 
thing to fear ; if the charge be true, he is no 
ſtranger to the clemency of his maſter, and 
he knows the ſoft acceſſes to his heart. You 
may withdraw, madam, in full confidence 
= that I regard you; I ſhall not eaſily forget 
3 that I have diſtinguiſhed you by my fa- 
h vours. This cold reception, and the abrupt 
manner of the concluſion, quite over- 
6 powered AnTonina ; ſhe retired pale and 
- = trembling, and of all the beholders not one 
dared to "Iift an eye towards her. BARSA- 
h us, whom the met, would have pon 55 
| 1 
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4 BELISARIUS. : 
by unnoticed, if ſhe had not addreſſed her- 


ſelf to him: BARSAM ES was the miniſter of 
the treaſury, and the favourite of THEO- 
She entreated him to inform her 
what was the crime laid to the charge of 


DORA. 


Beliſarius. I inform you, madam! ſays Bar- 
ſanes; 
to this affair; ; I have nothing in my power; 

I know nothing, nor do I interfere in any. 
thing but the duty of my department : if 


every body followed the ſame rule, the peace: 


of the world would be leſs diſturbed. 


Ah! fays Antonina, the plot, I ſee, is 4 
laid, and Belifarius is undone, A 
little further on ſhe met a man who owed MY 
his all to her, and who, on the preceding 
day, was entirely devoted to her ſervice. 2: 
She made an attempt to expoſtulate and 


deeply 


_ canvaſs the affair with him; but without 


deigning to hear her, I know your misfor- 


tunes, ſaid he, and I am ſorely mortified ; 


but I muſt beg your pardon, I have a buſi- J 
nieſs to ſollicit, and there is not a moment to 
be loſt: I muſt leave you, madam, but be aſl= 


fured, that nobody is more zealouſly attached 


to you. Antonina went in queſt of her daugh- 


ter, and in an hour's time ſhe received di- 


rections to depart the city. The old caſtle 
already mentioned was aſſigned the place of 


her exile. 
The very ſight of this caſtle, ier and 
in ruin, filled che heart of Antonina with con- 
Rernation 3 


I am totally in the dark; a ſtranger 


* 


BEL FSAREUS a 


ſternation; here ſhe conſidered herſelf as 


buried, and a fit of illneſs ſeized her ſoon 
54, after her arrival. The tender Evpoxa, diſ- 
raced by the idea of a father impeached, 
loaded with irons, and given up a prey to 
his enemies; diſtracted further at the ſight 
of a mother ready to break her heart with 
anguiſh; underwent the ſevereſt agonies 
1 f mind. All her days, her beſt, her youth- 
ful days, were conſumed in offices of ten- 
3 Lernel to her afflicted Motner ; each — 


; d betiditig indir the: work 4 bing 
1 Thais was ever preſent to her; and her ap- 
|: Prehenſions for her mother encreaſed the | 


1 Antonica back wok covern! in courts, 
and the thorough knowledge ſhe had of 
them, for ever painted to her 1 fancy the rage 
of perſecution let looſe againſt her huſband. i 
What a triumph, ſaid ſhe, for thoſe malig- 
ant ſpirits, who for a ſeries of years Have 
thought themſelves depreſſed by the virtues 
of a great and virtuous man!] how will they 
now exult in his downfal ! I fee before me 
a Z he ghaſtly {mile of malice, and myſte- 
4 F rious air of calumny, thut affects to con- 
ceal what it knows, and would appear ten- 
der 
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der of the man whom it is ready to ſtab. 
Deteſted flatterers! ye fawning ſycophants 


J tee ye all, and I hear your cruel inſults in 


our misfortunes. Oh, my daughter Win 
your diſtreſs you may at leaſt enjoy the con- 
ſolation that you have nothing to reproach 
yourlelf ; as to me, I have more reaſon to 


bluſh for my former felicities than my pre- 
ſent calamities. The ſage advice, and all 


the prudent leſſons, your father uſed to give 
me were little heeded by me; they were too 
importunate: in vain he counſelled me to 
ſhun the baits of pleaſure and of courts, to 
think that my trueſt dignity conſiſted in 
ſimplicity of manners, that the ſincereſt hap- 
pineſs was to be found in domeſtic enjoy- 
ment, and that it would be the triumph of 
my ſex to bid adieu to vanities that would 
vaniſh like a dream, or end in ſhame. His 
remonſtrances appeared to me to be the 


overflowings of ſpleen, and 1 complained 
of his ſullen humour to his very enemies. 
What giddy inattention was mine! and now 


what a ſad reverſe! The burſting of the ſtorm 
awakened me to reflection, and I never ſaw. 
the abyſs till I was tumbling into it. If you 
knew, my child, the cold averted air with 
which the empreſs diſmiſſed me! even ſhe 
to whom my ſoul was enſlaved ! whoſe every WW 
whim was the rule of my actions, the in- 


clination of my heart! Oh! that court, 


with 


8 which on the eve of o our misfortunes ſmiled EE 
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with a general complacence on me! the falſe, 
inſidious train! not one of them, when they 
ſaw me leaving it like an outcaſt, with eyes 
deejected and ſwoln with tears, not one of 
n- "Zthem would acknowledge me! In courts, 
cn my child, misfortune has the qualities of a 
*Z plague, and makes you ſhunned by all. 
Such were the reflections of this un- 
ZZ fortunate woman, whoſe eyes were now 
opened to the fallacies of courts, though 
= the affections of her heart were not yet ali- 
enated from them. She deſpiſed her for- 
mer vanities, and yet loved them ſtill, _ 
= An entire year paſſed away without any 
tidings of Belifarius ; a conſpiracy had been 
detected, the hero was charged with being 
the author of it, and the voice of his ene- 
mies, which was called the public voice, 
pronounced him guilty of the treaſon. The 
principal conſpirators had ſuffered death in 
determined ſilence, without the ſmalleſt in- 
timation of their leader; upon this was 
founded preſumptive proof againſt Beliſa- 
rius, and, for want of poſitive evidence, he 


of clear conviction. In the mean time, the 
gled with the people, clamoured for the en- 
largement of their general, and were ready 
to vouch for his innocence: a popular in- 
ſurrection followed, univerſally menacing to 
BE DES, 95 En force 
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4 FELISARIUS: 


force the priſon doors; unlefs he was imme- 


diately ſet at liberty, This tumult enraged 
the emperor, Theodora perceiving it, 
managed artfully to ſeize the moment of 


 H-humour and paſſion, knowing that then 
only he was capable of injuſtice. Well, 


{aid ſhe, let him be given up to the popu- 
lace after he is rendered unable to command 
them. The horrible advice prevailed: it was 
the deciſive judgment againſt Beliſarius. 


When the people ſaw him come forth 
without an eye in his head, a general burſt 


of rage and lamentation filled the city. Be- 


liſarius appeaſed the tumult. My friends 
and countrymen, ſaid he, your emperor has 
been impoſed upon; every man is liable to 


error; it is our buſineſs to regret Juſtinian's 


error, and to ſerve him ſtill; my innocence 


is now the only good they have left me z let 


me poſſeſs it ſtill, The revolt which you 


threaten cannot reſtore what I have loſt, but 
it may deprive me of the only conſolation 
that remains in my breaſt. The ſwelling 


ſpirits of the populace ſubſided at theſe 


words into a perfect calm; they offered him 
all they were worth: Belifarius thanked 
them: All I will aſk, ſays he, is one of your 


boys, to-guide my ſteps to the aſylum where | 
my family expects me. 


The adventure with the Bulgarians c car- 


ried Belifarius out of his way, while Tibe- 
rius preiied forward to the retreat of the ex, 


iled 
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Hed family. The rattling of a carriage in the 
court-yard of the caſtle gave a ſudden emo 
tion of hope and joy to Antonina and her 


the ſtrongeſt agitations of mind, but alas 
inſtead of her father, diſappointed to ſee a 
youthful ſtranger, ſhe returned diſconſolate 
to her mother, and with a ſigh Pronoumces, 5 
. It is not he! 7 
Anſelmo, a faithful old ſervant of the fa- 
= mily, appearing in the court. yard, Pray, ho- 
gneſt friend, ſaid Tiberius, is not this the 
retreat of Selin ? His wife and daugh- 
ter expect him here, ſaid the faithful An- 
ſelmo, but their hopes have hitherto proved 
# abortive ; would to Heaven I could ſuffer 
for him, ſo he were at liberty ! — He is at 


ce FE liberty, replied Tiberius; he is on his jour- 
let ney hither; you will ſee him ſoon ; he ought 
ou to have been arrived before now.—Oh ! 
ut walk in, walk in, and communicate the 
on neus to his family; I will ſhew you the 
ng way. Madam, exclaimed Anſelmo, run- 
ele ning eagerly towards Antonina, I have news 
im for you, madam; rejoice and be of good 
ed heart, my maſter lives; z he is free, they have 
dur reſtored him to you; a generous young 
ere man brings the happy tidings: he thought 
do have found him here. At theſe words, 
ar- Antonina ſummoned up all her ſpirits: 
be- Where is the generous ſtranger, the virtuous | 
ex- youth, Who intereſts himſelf in our afflic- 
led tions? 


daughter Eudoxa: the latter ran forth in 


0 L ISA R I U * = 
tions? Shew him in; let me ſee him"; Anto- .Þ 
nina uttered theſe words with a quick vehe- ® 

mence of joy.—Our miſeries are ended now, 

exclaimed Eudoxa, throwing herſelf upon 
her mother's bed, and folding her in her- 
arms; my father lives, he is at liberty, and 
we ſhall ſee him once more; let us, my 
deareſt mother, W. our woes, Heaven 
has not deſerted us; we all ſhall meet 
again. I 
And do you den rocal. me back to "TY 5 
ſaid Antonina to Tiberius! has my huſ- 
band triumphed over his enemies at laſt? 
Tiberius, inwardly afflicted that he had on- 
_ly a mockery of joy to offer them, calmly 
_ anſwered, that Beliſarius was indeed alive; 
that he had ſeen him, had converſed with Bt 
him, and that, imagining he had before now 
reached his home, he came to tender him 
the little offices of friendſhip and good = 
neighbourhood. P 
Eudoxa, whoſe eyes were riveted to Ti- 
ber plainly ſaw the ſymptoms of infelt 
grief through the ſtruggles of the youth to 
ſuppreſs them. You bring with you, ſaid 
ſhe, the words of joy and comfort to the af. 
flicted, and yet, amidſt the gladſome ti- 
; dings, I mark an air of dejection that ſpeaks 
ſome concealed affliction! Does our miſery WM 
_ depreſs you then? Give me back my fa. | | 
ther; let him return, and bring health with 
| him to my unhappy mother, then you * & 
ec | 
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ſee whether riches ace nece Mary to make us 
| if 9 © h 4 p PY. 
In tender and pathetic ſcenes like theſe, 


W 
* the force of nature is ſo inſinuating, that 
er Eudoxa had no need of other charms than 


the ſentiments ſhe uttered to melt and en- 
gage the heart of I iberius. To the grace of 

ber perſon he was inattentive ; he only ſaw 
an affectionate and virtuous daughter, whom 
a becoming firmneſs of mind, pious reſigna- 


fe, tion, and duty to a father rendered ſuperior f 
uſ. to calamity. Imagine not, ſaid he, that 
+ > the ſentiments of humanity which I have 


2 ventured to expreſs, have any tincture of 
pride or inſulting pity. Whatever he the 
condition to which Beliſarius and his family 
are reduced, their misfortunes will ever be 
illuſtrious, and the object of envy ſtill, 
Why do you talk of misfortune, replied the 
mother ? if they have reſtored my huſband. 
to his liberty, they are convinced of his in- 
nocence; he mult therefore be eſtabliſhed | 
in his former poſſeſſions. 
= Madam, ſaid Tiberius, it would be to 
1 keep. you in a cruel ſuſpence, merely to 
wound yon deeper at laſt, if I were to che- 
riſh any ſoothing hopes in reſpect to his 
condition. To his popularity alone he is 
& indebted for his freedom; the court has 
fa. J bow to the dread of an inſurrection :_ 
but in complying with the demands of the 


hall F | no ern people, 
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people, they have ſent him forth as wretched 194 
as they could make him. E 


BOS yes "bility lays EN, with her amia- TW 
hos us a ie land to cult vaten we wall 25 


not be leſs happy than the honeſt country- 
folks whom 1 fee abroad in the fields.— 


Gracious Heaven! exclaimed Tiberius, the 


daughter of Beliſarius humbled to this low | i 
ſituation | — This low ſituation ! replied 


Eudoxa; it was not unworthy of the heroes 
of Rome, when Rome was free and virtu- 
ous. Belifarius will not bluſh to be ano- 


ther Regulus; my mother and 1 have 
learned in exile domeſtic cares and the arts 


of economy: my honoured father ſhall 


| wear a coat ſpun by his daughter's hand. 


Tears guſhed down the. cheek of Tibe- = 
N 
rius, as he marked the pure heartfelt joy, 
that warmed and animated the whole frame 


of the lovely Eudoxa. Alas! ſaid he 8 EE 
in himſelf, what a piteous ſtroke will 4 
ſently awaken her from this illuſion, ! With 8 


eyes bent downward to the ground, he 


ſtood before her, immoveable | in ſorrow and 1 
ſilence. ED 
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EY. ELIs AR IVS was now entering the court- 
DD yard of the caſtle, Honeſt Anſelmo 

= aw him: advancing nearer he recollected his 
e maſter, and tranſported with joy 2 ea- 
w 13 gerly forward to ſhew him in. But ſoon 
d perceciving that he was blind, Oh Heaven, 
es WW laid Anſelmo, Oh, my maſter ! have I lived 
u-! to this? Theſe words, broken and inter- 
o- E mixed with frequent ſobbings, gave Beliſa- 
ve rius to underſtand that it was his old faith- 
ts ful ſervant Anſelmo. The poor fellow pro- 
all ſtrated himſelf at the hero's feet, and em- 
braced his knees. Beliſarius raiſed him 
de- from the ground; and having aſſuaged his 
oy grief by exhortations, bid bim lead che way 


to his wife and daughter. 
At the fight Eudoxa gave a ſcream and 

= 1ſ{wooned away. Antonina, Who was ill of a 

ith low conſuming fever, was ſeized with the 


he W molt frantic violence: with all the force of 
and ſudden fury ſhe ſtarted from her bed, and 
breaking Se the hold of Tiberius and 


= the woman that nurſed her, made an effort 
to daſh herſelf againſt the floor. Eudoxa 
returning to her lenſes, and animated by the 
== {hrieks of her mother, flew to her aſſiſtance, 

and catching her in her arms, implored her 
to forbear out of compaſſion to her daugh- 
D 5 ter. 
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ter. Oh, let me, let me die, replied the 
8 cſtracted motber; if I muſt live, I will 
live to revenge his wrongs, and to tear piece- 
meal the hearts of his barbarous enemies. 
The monſters of iniquity! is that his re- 


compence ? But for him they would all long 
ago have been buried in the ruins of their 


palaces : he has prolonged their tyranny, 
that is his crime! for that he ſuffers ; for 
that he has made atonement to the DR 


Barbarity unheard of ! deteſted treachery | 


the pillar of the ſtate ! their deliverer ! Exe- = 
crable court ! a ſet of blood hounds met 
in council! Juſt heaven, are theſe your Wn. 
ways? Behold | innocence is oppreſſed, and 


you look tamely dra Behold ! the factors 
- of deſtruction triumph in their guilt ! 


Amidſt this agony of grief, ſhe ſcattered 


her hair about the room in fragments, and 


with her own hands defaced her features: 


now with open arms ſhe ruſhed upon her 
lord, and claſping him to her heart, poured 


: forth her tears, as if ſhe would drown him 


with her ſorrows ; then abruptly turning to 
her daughter, Die, thou wretch! ſhe ſaid, 
eſcape from a bad world! here is nought 


but miſery for virtue, and triumph for vice 


and infamy. _ 
To this violence a mortal languor ſu6- 


ceeded. The ſtorm of paſſions gave a fit of 


momentary firen 2th, the more effectually to 
+ deitroy. 
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deſtroy. In a few hours after ſhe breathed 
„„ 
And now, Tiberius, what a ſcene hd you : 
before your eyes? A blind old man, his 
wite lying dead, a daughter in the laſt ex- 
tremity of anguiſn; ; tears, ſhrieks, and la- 
mentations all around ! This was the ſitua- 
tion, the fad cataſtrophe in which fortune 
exhibited a family, which for thirty years 
had flouriſhed in every ſplendor and digni- 
ty of life. The words of a renowned phi- 

loſopher here occurred to Tiberius: Be- 
hold, fays he, a ſpectacle which Heaven ſur- 


IE veys with pleaſure; a great man wreſtling | 
| Vith adverſity, and by his courage invinci- 
s dle to the laſt! 
heliſarius did not 8 to controul 
d either his own grief or that of his daughter; 
d he permitted a i free vent to both; but as 
:ſoon as he had paid to nature the tribute of 
era feeling heart, he reaſſumed his ſtrength, 
d and emerged from his afflictions wich true 
m fortitude of mind. 
to Though the anguiſh of Eudoxa was not 
d, abated, yet, leſt ſhe ſhould renew her father's 
cht troubles, ſhe endeavoured to ſuppreſs her 
ice ſorrows; but ſtill the old general, as he 
25 embraced her, found himſelf moiſtened 
uc- with her tears. You afflict yourſelf, my 
c of child, you afflict yourſelf on account of ac- 
to cidents which, inſtead of deprefling us, 
o. WW ought to invigorate our fouls, and raile 


us above misfortune and diſgrace. Your 
DV - HH | 10ther, 
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„  BELISARTUS 
mother, after having atoned for the errors 
of her former lite, is ſafe in eternal peace. 
She now looks down with pity upon us, 

and commiſerates the lot that detains us 

in this bad world. That cold, inanima- 
ted corpſe which lies there devoid of | 
motion, 1s an emblem of the tranquility 
her ſoul enjoys. Thus then you behold 
how vain and tranſitory are all the calami- 
ties of life; a breath of wind comes, and all Mi 
is vaniſhed. The empire and the ſplendor 
of its court have faded away from the eyes 
of your mother; and now in the boſom of 
her God, ſhe beholds this world as a little 
ſpeck in the immenſity of ſpace. Theſe are 
_ reflections founded on wiſdom ; theſe are 
reflections that adminiſter to the virtuous WM 
mind all its conſolation, and its beſt ſup- 
port in the hour of adverſity. Oh! give W 
me that fupport, aſſiſt my feeble ſex encom- 
paſſed thus with wretchedneſs and miſery. 

1 could have borne up againſt any misfor- | 

tune that could befal me; but to behold a 
mother broken-hearted, 3 tender parent 

| whom my heart adored, expiring within my 
arms! and thus to ſee you too, thou beſt of 

fathers, in this deplorable condition, to . 
which your enemies have reduced you !— WW 
Alas ! my davghter, replied Belifarius, i in 

deſpoiling me of my eyes, they did no more 
than the infirmities of age or death would 
ſhortly have done; and as to what reſpects 

my fortune, you little knew the uſe of afflu- 
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ence, if you do not know how to diſregard | 


it. Oh! witneſs for me heaven, ſaid Eu- 
doxa, it is not the loſs of fortune that can 


give me a moment's pain. Then let nothing 


qiſtreſs your ſpirit, replied the venerable fa- 


ther; and with his hand he wiped the fall- 


ing tear from her check. 
Belifarius being informed that a young 


franger delired o ſpeak with him, gave 


him admittance, and aiked the intention of 
his viſit. It is not now a time, anſwered 
Tiberius, to offer conſolation to you: thou 


illuſtrious unfortunate, I reſpect your ſor- 


rows; I take a ſhare in your afflictions, and 


it is my earneſt prayer to Heaven that I may 
hereafter be enabled to aſſuage them; till 


then all I can di is to mix my tears wich 


yours. 


It was now time to Ty ER the: funeral 


obſequies: Beliſarius, ſupported and guided 


by his daughter, attended the remains of his 


wife to their laſt depoſitory. His grief wp- 


on the occaſion was that of a philolopher ; 
it was deep, but filent ; inwardly felt, but 


_ outwardly compoſed : his face was clouded 
= with melancholy, but a grave and ſentimen- 
= tal melancholy, With a mien erect, and a 
WB ftcady countenance, he did not fo much ſeem 
to brave his fortune, as to reſign himſelf to 


its ſtroke with a dignity of ſorrow. 

Tiberius aſſiſted at the mournful cere- 
OP ; he beheld the fond regret of Eu- 
D 3 . DOXA, 
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' DOXA, and he returned deeply affected by 
the laſt duties which ſhe paid to the memo- 
ry of her mother. 


Beliſarius addreſſed himſelf to kim my = 


| theſe words: 1 perceive, generous youth, 
that it is to your humanity I am indebted 
for recommendations on my road hither ; 

inſtruct me who you are, and to what mo- 
tive | am to attribute your good offices. 
My name is Tiberius, replied the youth; I 
carried arms under Nartes in Italy, and 1. 
have ſince ſerved in the wars of Col chis. 
I was one of the hunting: party to whom you 
applied for ſhelter, and whole indiſcretion 
you ſo properly checked; I have ever ſince 
ſeverely cenſured. myſelf for not making 


my apology, and requeſting a farther favour WW 


of you. I am placed in a ſtate of afluence : 
that may be a misfortune ; but if you will 
concur with me, good may be deduced from 
evil. Near this place I have a country- 
ſseat, and it is the height of my ambition to 
conſecrate it to the "uſe of an exiled hero. 
It will be preſuming upon a ſlender title to 
tell you of the reſpect and veneration I en- 
tertain for your character: he who loves his 
country mult by a natural conſequence feel 
the diſgrace of Beliſarius, and wiſh to ſoften 
his calamities ; but perhaps I can urge a 
claim that will touch you nearer, and in 
ſjome degree ſollicit for me. You will not 
wholly celpiſe the ambition of a young 
man 
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man who pants to be admitted to the inti- 
macy of an illuſtrious hero, that in his con- 
veric he may drink, as it were, at the foun- 


tain- head of wiſdom, of honour and of virtue. 


Lou pay a compliment to my old age, 
_ replied Beliſarius; but, however, the inte- 
reſt you ſcem to take in my misfortunes be- 
ſpeaks a well-turned ſpirit, and an elegance 
of mind. At preſent you muſt excuſe me; 
retirement and felt-converſe are what I muſt 
now have recourle to: the agitation of my 
pirits muſt be co; npoſed by ilent medita- 
tion. Hereafter I ſhall fo far accept your 
propoſal, as to wiſh to live in good neigh- 
bourhood with you, and to maintain a friend- 
ly intercourſe. I have a regard for youth; 
in that happy ſeaſon of life, the ſoul, as yet 
unhackneyed in the ways of men, is ſuſcep- 
tible of every fine impreſſion; the ſublime 
and the beautiful of virtue inflame it with 
a laudable enthuſiaſm; and worldly pal- 
lions have not yet entangled it in their 
ſnares. Your viſits will ever be acceptable ; 
call upon me often; I ſhall be glad to con- 
verſe with you. 
If I am worthy of that honourable com- 
merce, replied Tiberius, why may I not 
_ poſſeſs you wholly ? My anceſtors will ap- 
plaud the uſe I make of the patrimony they 
_ tranſmitted to me, when it is rendered ſa- 
_ cred by the retreat of Beliſarius. Honour, 
reſpect, and reverence, will then be yours, 
94 | 5 and 
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and my whole houſhold train will learn to 


emulate my example in treating you with. 


every mark of veneration. 


1 read, young man, the characters of vir- 


tue in all your words, returned Beliſarius; 


but let us do nothing raſhly. Give me to 
underſtand, for it is now ten years ſince 1 


have been ſequeſtered from the world, what 


1s your father's ſtation ? and what are his 


deſigns in regard to your future ſettlement 


in life We are detcended, replied Tibe- 
rius, from one of thoſe ks which Con- 
'STANTINE tranſplanted from Rome, and ho- 
noured with his higheſt favours. In the 
reign of the emperor JusTiN my father ac- 


quired no ſmall ſhare of military glory. He 


Vas eſteemed and cheriſhed by his lovereign. 
In the ſucceeding reign undue preferences 
were given to others; at leaſt he thought ſo, 
and he retired in diſcontent.” Of that diſ- 
content he has ſince repented, and now for 
his ſon he forms ſchemes of ambition, which 
he neglected for himſelf.— Vou have open- 
ed enough to me, laid Beliſarius, and I will 
not be an obſtacle to your advancement. 


Tou have convinced me that the diſpoſi- 


tions of your heart are good : the pleaſure 
ariling from a generous way of thinking 
ſeems at once to be your motive and your 
recompence : and indeed that pleaſure is 
the ſweeteſt the mind can feel. But I fore- 
ſee a danger — which you are not aware: 
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by viſiting me, you will involve yourkelf in 
the ruin of a man proſcribed. For let me 


dell you, my worthy young friend, that a 
court, whether right or wrong in its mea- 


ſures, never properly reviews its own deeds 
it never reforms its conduct. Does it pu- 
nifh a real criminal? He will fon be for- 
gotten. But has it injured the man of 
blameleſs integrity? He will be perſecuted 
with unrelenting hatred ; for the very men- 
tion of his name is a ſative on the times, and 
his exiſtence is to the conſcience of his ene- 


mies an uncealing remembrancer of guilt. 


| take upon me all the riſk, ſays "Tibe- 
rius; I will be reſponſible for my conduct. 


The emperor may have erred, but he is ever 


open to conviction, 


If you mean that he will be open to con- 
vittion. in regard to me, ſays Beliſarius, you 


© muſt not loſe a thought that way. The 


meaſure of my woes is full; the miſchief is 


= done; and may the emperor, for the peace of 


his future days, forget it all. 


Since you have gone ſo fats replied Ti- 
berius, let me inſiſt upon a farther act of 
generoſity, to crown the whole. Preſerve _ 
Juſtinian from the eternal reproach of let- 
ting you languiſh away the remainder of 
your days in miſery. The humiliating con- 
dition in which I find you is ſhocking to 
humanity, a diſhonour to the crown, "the 
horror of every honeſt mind, and the ut- 


D ter 
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ter diſcouragement of all virtue like your 
own. 
Ihhle virtue, replied Relifarlug, that will 
3 diſcouraged by my misfortunes, is not 
like my own. But to deal frankly, I think MK 
üt poſfible, as you ſeem to do, that my 
wretched condition may awaken the min- 
gled paſſions of pity and indignation. A 
poor blind old man can give no umbrage, 
and may excite compaſſion. For that rea- 
ſon, I am determined to live in obſcurity. 
If made myſelf known to your friends, it 
was in an unguarded moment, when I was | 
provoked by the intemperance of the com- | 
pany beyond the bounds of patience. It | 
ſhall be the laſt indiſcretion of my life, and 
this aſylum ſhall be my grave. Farewel ! 
The emperor may perhaps be | ignorant that | 
the Bulgarians have entered Thrace z be 7 
ſure to inform him of it. 3 
Tiberius withdrew not a little diſconcert- 
ed at the event of his negotiation. The 
ſum of all that paſſed he reported to Juſti- 
nian. A body of troops was immediately 
put in motion; and in a few days the 
public tranquility was confirmed by the 
expulſion of the Bulgarians. Now then, 
{aid the emperor to Tiberius, we are at lei- 
| ſure to viſit the unfortunate general. I will 
_ paſs myſelf for your father, and be upon 
your guard that nothing fall from you to 
undeceive him. Juſtinian had a lodge 
about | 


V 


about half way to the aſylum of Beliſarius. 
Thither he betook himfelf, detached from 
his train of courtiers, and the next day pro- 
ceeded « on his vilit to the unfortunate hero. 


HA FP. VII. 
ND is this the hero's refidence } Is 


this the habitation of him, who ſo 
often brought me victory and triumph! 


| Theſe were the words of Juſtinian, as he 


paſſed under an old portico mouldering in- 
to ruin. As ſoon as they entered, Beliſa- 

rius roſe to. receive them. At the ſight of 
the venerable man, the emperor felt a pang 
of remorſe and ſhame for the condition to 

which he had reduced him. An exclama- 
tion of grief broke from him, and leaning 
on Tiberius, he covered his eyes with his 
hands, as if unworthy to behold the light 
| which the hero ſaw no more. What mean 
thoſe tones of grief, ſays Beliſarius? I have 

brought my father to fee you, rephed Ti- 

berius, and he is ſenſibly touched by your 
misfortunes, — Where is he? ſaid the gene- 

ral, ſtretching forth his hands. Let him 

come to my embrace; for he has a virtu- 
ous ſon. Juſtinian was obliged to comply 
with the requeſt, and as ſoon as he felt the 
| o man prefing to his boſom, his emotions 
D 8 were 
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were ſo ſtrong and tender, that he was un- 


able to ſuppreſs his tears and groans. Re- 


train this violence of pity, ſaid Beliſarius; 


perhaps I am not altogether ſo wretched as 
you imagine. Let us diſcourſe a little about 


what concerns yourſelf, and this young man, 


who will be a comfort to you in your 080 -- 
age. Yes, replied the emperor, in ſhort 
and interrupted accents, yes— if you will 


condeſcend to let him attend your lectures 


upon human life, — Alas! what can I offer, 
ſaid Beliſarius, that a wiſe and good father 
has not already anticipated Lou may in- 
ſtruct him, ſaid the emperor, in what I per- 
haps know little of, the ways of courts, 
where he muſt paſs his days. For a long 
time I have had fo little commerce with 
men, that the world is as new to me as it is 
to him. But you, who have ſeen things in 


all their various aſpects, may render him in- 
eſtimable ſervice; and therefore I entreat 


you to unboſom yourſelf to him.—If he 


Wants to give ſtability to fortune, ſaid Beli- 


ſarius, I am unfit to read a leſſon on that 
head, as you perceive. Would he learn to 
be an honeſt man at the hazard of all that is 


dear to him? There I can be of ſome ule, 
leis born with bright advantages, and that 


is a primary requiſite. — Very true, ſaid Juſ- 


tinian, he is deſcended from a race of noble 
anceſtors. — That was not my meaning; 


but however, that is an advantage, if not 
per- 
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| perverted to a wrong uſe. Have _ ever, 
= young man, continued Beliſarius, reflected 
upon the true idea of nobility ? It is a let- 


fidence, that, at a proper period of lite, you 
will acquit yourſelf with honour to thoſe 
= who ſtand engaged for you.—But that cre- 
dit, ſays the emperor, is often raſhly given. 


Lo —No matter, reſumed Beliſarius; it is not- 


5 withſtanding an inſtitution of uſeful policy. 
l imagine to my ſelf, when a child of noble 
TE deſcent comes into the world, naked, weak, 
indigent, and helpleſs, like the offspring of 


ſelf his country greeting bim in this manner: 
« Welcome, my child! Welcome to wy. 
% arms! you will hereafter be devoted to 


and heroic as your famed forefathers. 


baia example; I confer upon you 
their titles and their honours, ſtrong rea- 
ſons both to rouſe you to an emulation 
| © of their virtues.” This is the ſolemn 
| ſcene I figure to myſelf: can you ſuggeſt 
any thing to your fancy more awful and 
ſublime ? — But this is rather carrying it too 
far, ſaid Juſtinian, — Not a jot, replied Be- 
= lifarius ; in the education of young minds, 
ve mult propoſe nobly to them. Let me 
add, there is s regulity' in Ky out ba 
an 


is Ani S. 51 


W ter of credit given you by your country up- 
on the ſecurity of your anceſtors, in the con- 


ga common pealant, I then imagine to my- 


« my ſervice, intrepid, gallant, generous, 


They have tranſmitted to you their own 
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and honours with a liberal hand. For ſup- 
poſe, upon a fair eſtimate, that theſe incen- 
tives produce only two or three great men 


in a century: and what then? The ſtate 
has nothing to complain of; nay it has am- 


ple compenſation. You, young man, muſt 3 


be one of thoſe who are to make this com- 


penſation to your country. Here addreſſing 


himſelf to the emperor, You have allowed 
me, ſays he, to ſpeak in the ſtile of a father 
to him ?—Do it, I conjure you, replied Jul- 

tinian.— Well then, my ſon, you mult be- 
gin with a perſuaſion that nobility is a flame, 


: which blazes intenſely as long as it can 


communicate itſelf, but dies away as ſoon as 


it wants the proper materials to keep it 


alive and to ſupport it. Be mindful there- 
fore, young man, of your birth, for it im- 
poſes duties on you; be mindful of your 
anceſtors, for the example they have left 
you calls for Four utmoſt ardor : remem- 


ber, that the glory from them devolved up- 


on you, is not an inheritance, upon which 
you are lazily to ſubſſt; and above all 


things, eradicate from your heart that ſu- 


percilious pride, which looks big with the 
conſciouſneſs of a family name, and beholds 
With the timorous eye of ſcorn and jealouſy 
every preference obtained by honeſt merit. 


Ambition has in its nature a ſpurious ſort of 


nobility; and therefore, by a kind of conge- 
nial influence, wa inſinuates itſelf into 
the 
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the minds of perſons well deſcended ; but 
this paſſion, when carried to excels, is tinged 


with meanneſs, like any other motive of the 


heart. It ſwells with its own importance, 


becauſe it affects an air ſuperior to all the 


duties of an honeſt man. Would you mark 


its operations, and know 1ts character di- 
ſtinctly? Obſerve the bird of prey, how it 


hovers over the field in a morning, and 


amidſt a thouſand animals marks out its de- 
ſtined prey: even in the ſame manner am- 
bition wakens to its early ſchemes, and plans 


the future deſtruction of ſome ſplendid vir- 


tue. Alas! my friend, an attachment to 


ſelf, which is indeed a natural propenlity of 


the, heart, becomes enormous in a public 


character, whenever it fixes into a ruling 
paſſion. I have known men in my time, 


who would not heſitate to riſk the ſafety of 


an whole army, or the well-being of the 


ſtate, in order to gratify the ſelfiſh views of : 
inordinate ambition. Stung with envy at 
the ſucceſs of others whom They have not 

merit to emulate, they are for ever alarmed 


with the apprehenſion of loſing the honour 


of ſome brilliant action: and were they not 


reſtrained by fear, they would make every 


enterprize miſcarry, in which they have not 
the command: even the public good is 
ga calamity to them, unleſs aſcribed to their 
2 own abilities. This ſet of men, whether in 


the cabinet or the field, is the moſt per- 
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nicious race. The man of true honour feels 
within himſelf the beſt intimations of his 
duty, and he looks for no external motive. 
His God and his conſcience are the witneſſes 
of his actions, and to them only he makes 
his appeal. A generous openneſs of heart, 
a calm deliberate courage, and a prompt 
zeal for the public ſervice, are at once the 
conſtituents of true greatneſs, and the belt | 
evidences of it. Pride, vanity, and envy, are fe 
the marks cf a little and a narrow ſpirit. ill 
It 18 enough that you make no preten- m 
ſion to the praiſe which you have not me- 
rited: you muſt even poſſeſs the noble + NC 
ſelf. denial, that can renounce the fame you Wit. 
have fairly earned. It mult ever be remem- ar 
bered, that the ſovereign is liable to error, 'F 
for he is no more than 1 man: and the mind 
ought to be forearmed with the conſidera- MD 
tion, that your country, and the age you 
live in, may form wrong judgments of you, 
nay that thoſe judgments may not be re- pa 
verſed by the equity of after-times. In we 
that caſe, you mult conſult your own heart, 3 pr 
and in the manly ſelf- conference enquire, ſir, 
« Were I reduced to the low condition of b of 
% Belifarius, would my innocence Cer | 
« me ? Would the conſciouſneſs of having 
« diſcharged my duty make even affliction 
« ſmile ? If you feel within yourſelf any 
indeciſion reſpect ting this matter, live your i 
my b 


95 tr y 
to 
1 ha: 


days in obſcurity : you have not the mate- 
rials of a public character. 

Alas! ſaid Juſtinian, with a deep ſigh, 
and you are yourſelf a terrible example.— 
My example may at firſt appear terrible, re- 
plied Beliſarius; but upon a cloſer view that 


ZZ impreſſion will wear away. Let us ſuppoſe, 
for inſtance, that the chance of war, a fit of 


among the common accidents of life, with 
Y roving remarkable or pathetic annexed to 
Does it ſignify by what inſtrument we fall ? 


patch us, and no matter Which . When 


Jof military toil in the ſervice of his coun- 


Jas o cope with ? Add to that account, 


„ err pedicult ; ; gerte aliud fea diculoru m 


me  naviga/h x VEecrus 653 diſcede. M. Antoninus. 
e /t 2 lib. iii. 
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what you exact is above the powers of man; 


EZ illneſs, or a decay of nature, had deprived 5 
me of my fight; it would then have been 


And are not the vices of human nature 
F 1 the incidents of life? Are they not 
in the ordinary courſe of things, as much 
as the plague that laid waſte the empire? 


The wrath of a ſovereign, the arrow of an 
5 enemy, or a grain of ſand, they can al] diſ- 


ve enter upon the ftage of life, we muſt be 
3 prepared for the changes of the ſcene. You, 
2 »* who have ſent forth your ſon toa courſe 


9 up ; have you no preſentiment, no forecaſt. 
to ſuggeſt to you the variety of perils he 


the 


4 Wenus, bipedes interimerunt. DPuorſum hoc ? Ingreſſus dp 
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the machinations of envy, the ſnares of 
treachery, the malice of difimulation, and 
the clandeſtine ſtabs of calumny; and if 
your ſon lives to my age without being 
ruined by them, you will allow that he had 
peculiar good fortune. Every thing in this 
life has its counter-balance. You ſce me 
now ſuperannuated, blind, and indigent ; 
| the tenant of an old caſtle in ruins: but 
look back to a ſpace of thirty years, adorn- 
ed with happineſs, and bright with victory 
and triumphs: review that period. and you 
will wiſh your ſon the lot of Beliſarius. 
Come, my worthy neighbour ; we mult | 
ſummon up alittle reſolution : you feel the 
ſolicitude of a father; but your fon, I ſtill 
Hatter myſelf, does me the honour to envy 
me, even now. -Moſt aſſuredly I do, ex- 
claimed Tiberius. But he feels a virtuous W 
envy, ſaid the emperor, interrupting him; 
and the object of it is not the ſeries of your 
victories, but that unſhaken courage which 5 
ſtands at bay with fortune to the laſt,--— 
Courage is indiſpenſible, replied Belifarius; 
but not merely that courage which can look 
death in the face: that is the bravery of 
every common ſoldier. The courage of a | 
general is an elevation of mind ſuperior to 
all human contingencies. Who, think you, 
in my eſtimation, is the man of true cou- 
rage? He who, at the utmoſt hazard, nay | 
at "the expence of his glory, continues ob- 
; ſtinate 


was Fabius, that Roman worthy, wiſe, tem- 
| perate, and firm; who could hear the 


| hold the even tenor of his conduct free 
| from the irreſolution of the vain, inconſiſt- 
ent Pompey, who choſe to hazard the fate 


under the intolerable pleaſantry of a joke. 


ſians, the raſh advice of certain turbulent 
| ſpirits in my camp prevailed upon me to 


ever ſtand ſelf- condemned. Who lets the 


YT. 


„will waver in uncertainty, without prect- 
1S Wl fion or dependence on himſelf. Let me aſk, 


What would be the conſequence, if, before 


ir vue decide with ourſelves to be juſt and up- 
right, we ſhould reſolve to wait for a dif- 
"3 paſſionate age of the world, and an infal- 
lible prince? We muſt end therefore in 
” this concluſion ; Keep right onward with 
1 firmneſs and intrepidity. Perhaps, when 


4 you reach the goal, Ingratitude and Calum- 


co Any will be there untired ; but Glory will al- 
u, 1 be there; and if not, Virtue may diſ- 
u- Foe with it: ſhe will never fail you. Even 
ay n the vileſt ſtate of miſery and oppreſſion, 
b- Ihe will be a faithful tollower ; and, oh! 


BE LISARIUS. 6 
ſtinate in the diſcharge of his duty. Such 


| cenſures of mankind for his delay, yet 


of Rome and the univerſe, rather than groan 
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| Twill juſt mention a paſſage in my own life. 
| In one of my firſt campaigns againſt the Per- 


give battle, much againſt my own inclination. 
3 I loſt the day. For that miſconduct I ſhall 


| caprice of opinion be the rule of his actions, 
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my good friend, if you but knew how much 
a ſingle ſmile of Virtue outweighs all the 
fickle careſſes of Fortune !— 


Your every word penetrates my ſoul, ſaid 


Juſtinian, in a tender tone of voice, and 


much embarraſſed. How ineſtimably hap- 
py 18 my fon to imbibe thele ſentiments at 
this period of life! It is in this ſchool that 
ſovereigns ought to ſtudy Let us ſay no- 


thing of ſovereigns, r-viied Belifarius ; they 


are more to be pitied than we are.— Ves, 
ſaid Juſtinian, ſituated as they are, with not 
a friend, at leaſt without any of ability and 
courage enough to guide their ſteps, their 
caſe is ; lamentable indeed. My ton is deſtin- 
ed by his birth to live in courts : it may 
one day be his lot, in the councils of his 
prince, or perhaps in a more intimate con- 


nection, to avail himſelf of theſe your lec- 


tures for the benefit of mankind. Do not 
diſdain to open and enlarge his underftand- 
Ing; proceed to fill his young conceptions 
with ſublime ideas of the true art of go- 
verning; inſtruct him, as you think th 
friend of a ſovereign ought to be. 19 15 
nian is now near his grave; but his more 
happy ſucceſſor may have the pupil of Be- 
liſarius for his friend, — Alas! ſaid the hero, 
would it were in my power once more, be- 


fore I die, to be of ſervice to my country | 
Bout the obſervations my experience has By 
made Wl be thought the reveries of a vi- 


honary 
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BELISARIUS, 69 
fionary old man. And indeed in theory 
ſyſtems are eaſily ſettled ; difficulties rile 
and diſappear. The projector | is maſter of 
his combinations, and he arranges them at 
his -eale. He adapts every thing with ta- 
cility to all emergencies and the "wiſhes of 
mankind : he fancies himſelf free from the 
influence of paſſion, an unerring philoſo- 
pher, exempt from frailties, always en- 
lightened, moderate and wiſe, A ſweet il- 
1 lulion this, and not likely to laſt long, but 


» © 

: © that the theoriſt ſoon extricates himſelf out 
of embarraſſments, and has the reins of go- 
r vernment in his own hands. But this illu- 

< ſion has its uſe, ſaid the young man; for 
y even the chimerical idea of the beſt poſſible 
$ ſyſtem may be the model of a good, though 


imperfect, inſtitution.—I wiſh it may, re- 
W plicd Belifarius; but I am not ſanguine 
It # enough to hope it. The very w orſt ar- 

rangements of civil policy, and the moſt 
3s defective forms of government, have their 


on admirers and their zealots. —l will venture 
eto promiſe on my part, ſaid Juſtinian, that 
1- your ſpeculations will not be thrown away, 
re if you will deign to communicate them to 
e- my ſon.— With all my heart, replied the 
05 hero; you deſerve that I ſhould be open and 
c- ingenuous with you. One condition I have 
y! to exact, and that is, entire ſecrecy during 


the preſent reign, in regard to our con- 
hdential talk. — And why that caution ? Jaid 


Jef 
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Juſtinian.— Becauſe 1 am not willing, re- 


plied Beliſarius, to grieve an aged em- 
peror's breaſt, and cloud the ſunſet of his 
days with a proſpect of evils which he has 
not power to diſpel. Such was the firſt in- 
terview between them. 


On his way back, What an indelible diſ- 


grace, ſaid Juſtinian, not to have known 
and diſtinguiſhed ſuch a man! It is thus, 


my beſt Tiberius, it is in this manner we 
are deceived, and rendered e TG 
the inclination of our hearts. 
e emperor was haunted all night by 
the image of Beliſarius. The next day he 
ſaw him before his eyes in every apartment 
of the palace. In the evening, about the 


fame hour, he ſet out to enjoy the melan- 


choly pleaſure of a ſecond meeting. 


CHAP, VII. 


\Ernanus was s walking a little Way on 
the road with his guide. At ſight of 

him, Juſtinian alighted from his carriage, 
and familiarly began, You find us deep in 
meditation, repreſenting to ourſelves the in- 
juflice of che ſentence which wicked men ex- 
rorted from an aged emperor. My ſon and 
I were engaged in a ſerious train of reflec- 
tions vpon the wretched ſtare of ſovereigns, 


and 


„ 


an 7 
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and the dangers that ſurround them, I 
could not help thinking it a wonderful 
event in the hiſtory of human affairs, that 
a whole people, conſiſting of free- born 


men and equal all by nature, ſhould with 
one joint aſſent reſign their rights into the 
hands of a ſingle perſon, a weak individual], 
a feeble mortal like themſelves, ſubject to 
the ſame infirmities, open to impolition, li- 
able to ſelf- deluſion, and prone to errors, 


which in a moment may prove deſtructive. 
to millions !—And do you imagine, ſays 
Belifarius, that in a ſenate, or an aſſembly 
of the people there is more ſafety, greater 


wiſdom, or a ſteadier adminiſtration of juſ- 


tice ? Was it under a monarchy that Ca- 
millus, Themiſtocles, and Ariſtides, were 
proſcribed ? To multiply the members of 
government is to multiply its vices, for 
every individual mingles his own. The moſt 


ſimple form of government is the moſt eli- 
gible; and whether ſtates were founded 
upon conqueſt or original compact; whe- 


ther mankind agrecd to transfer their natu- 


ral rigkts to the civil magiſtrate, or were by 


luperior force ſubdued into political ſociety ; 
in either caſe it was reaſonable, that the 


moſt renowned for wiſdom or for valour 


ſhould attract the popular regard, and gain 
the general ſuffrage in his favour, Fam 
not therefore ſurpriſed that the magiſtrate 
5 or r the hero ſhould be ſelected for the go- 
5 vernment 
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vernment of the whole; but that a ſingle | 
perſon could be found willing to accept 10 
painfòl a pre-eminence, is matter of aſto. 
niſhment.— This part of the argument, faid Þ 
Tiberius, is not ſufficiently clear to my ap- 
prehenſion. To form a diſtinct idea, repli- Þ* _ 
ed Beliſarius, it will help you much, if you Þ 
will figure to your fancy the firſt formation Y 
of a flare, and place yourſelf alternately in Þ 
the different characters of the people and 
: the ſovereign. W 
Where is the riſk, the reople may be ſup- 1 
poſed to ſay, what hazard do we run in| 
; 


2000 


giving ſupremacy to a king? With the 
good of the whole we blend his happineſs; 
we make them but one thing ; the force of 
the community becomes the firength of the 
crown; upon the general weal his glory is e. 
grafted; and the regal character is at once ,; 
derived from the people and ſupported by 
them. The general love of his ſubjects WM 
will be his true ſelt-love, and his beſt inte- 
reſt will be found in juſtice, moderation, and 
beneficence. This muſt have been the po- 
litical creed of mankind. But they did not , 
take into their account, ſaid Juſtinian, the 
paſſions and the complication of motives | , 
that encompaſs a prince.—Very true, re- 
plied Beliſarius; they only thought of an H 
inſeparable union of intereſts between the . 
ſovereign and his people : that there ever 
could be a N of thoſe intereſts, and 
45 
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W that the two parts of the body-politic ſhould 


live in a ſtate of mutual hoſtility, did not 


enter into their idea. Uſurpation appeared 
to them a kind of ſuicide, that could only 
= proceed from a total privation of reaſon : 
and ſhould the prince be ſcized with ſo ex- 


wiſdom of the legiſlature to controul the 
paſſions of a man grown an enemy to him- 
ſelf. They foreſaw indeed that many might 
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rity, againſt which a great. ſuperiority of 


their head, would always preponderate. 
And indeed, till fatal experience opened the 


tuation, as to divorce themſelves from their 
8 people, and combine with the avowed ene- 
c- mies of all the rights of man? A condus 

ke this is ſuch an outrage to nature and to 
treaſon, that it was neceſſary it ſhould actu- 
ally happen, before the poſſivility of it could 


—— 

— < 
> . ED 
9 8 8 IS; 


volution. 
To TI on the other hand; gh fool. 


mankind, he, on whom the ſupreme autho- 
ney devolyed, muſt be deemed the party 


travagant a phrenzy, they-relied upon the 


find their intereſt in miſchief and evil deeds; * 
but they perſuaded themſelves that ſuch a | 
confederacy in vice would be a {mall mino- 


good and honeſt men, witn the prince at 


eyes of men, who could foreſee that kings 
would ever fink to ſuch a degree of * 


be believed. It was not in the ſimplicity of 
ancient manners to expect lo ſhocking a re- 


ings of ſovereigns in that early period of 
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that had moſt reaſon to be alarmed. For 
if the father of a family, who has a charge 


of five or fix children to educate, and to 
_ eſtabliſh in the world, feels an inceſſant 
| anxiety that plants thorns upon his pillow, 
what muſt be the caſe with the chief of a 
family which is counted by millions? 


He muſt have reaſoned with himſelf in 
this manner: The compact which | make 

with my people, binds me to live for their 
good only: the repoſe of my life muſt be 


devoted to their happineſs. I engage my- 
ſelf by a folemn oath to regard the good of 


the community in every legilative ac, and 
to ſubmit my own will to the ſpirit of the 
laws. In proportion to the power commit- 
ted to me, my natural liberty is abridged. 
The more my ſubjects conkde in me, "the 
ſtronger are the obligations I ain under. 
For the frailties of my nature, my errors, 
and my paſſions, I render myſelf account- 

able; I give my people a kind of juriſdiction 


over me; and, in ſhort, by conſenting to 
reign, I abdicate myſelf. The private man 
is, as it were, annihilated, to make room 
for royalty to engroſs the ſoul. Can there 
be a more generous ſacrifice? an engagement 
of to ſolemn a nature? And yet theſe were 
the ſentiments of Antoninus, and Marcus 
Aurelius. I have nothing properly my 0Wn, 
ſaid one of them. A very palace 75 not mine, 

Was 
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was the declaration of the other. The few 
of their ſtamp thought the lame. 
In the appendages of ſovereignty vulgar 


error marks only fome external circumſtan- 


ces of parade, which ſerve to awaken envy, 


ſuch as palaces, the ſplendor of a court, the 


homage that is paid, together with the pomp 


and magnificence which policy attached to 


the regal ſtate, in er to give it ſanction 
and authority. And yet amidſt all this 
brilliancy, the Wen 15 no more than 
mere man, overwhelmed with ſplendid 
cares, diſtracted with anxicties, a ſelf. con- 


ſuming votariſt for the public good, and a 
victim to his duty, if he be zealous to per- 


form it, an object of ſcorn if he neglect it, 
and of deteſtation, ſhould he betray it. Un- 


der perpetual e and fluct uating fOr 


ever betwixt good and evil, he finds him- 
felt envir oned with enemies to his quiet, 


with painful vigils, devouring cares, a te- 


dious apathy, t chat makes him weary of 


himſelf, and ends in a diſtaſte to every 
thing. Behold there the portrait of a king ! 


Iris true, invention has exhauſted itſelf to 
make his enjoyments counterballance his 
cares; but his cares are numberleſs, and his 


pleaſures are conſined within the ſcanty cir- 
cle of his wants. The higheſt luxury is not 
ingenious enough to give him one new or- 


gan of ſenſation ; and while pleaſures ſol- 
eit him on every ſide, nature quite harraſ- 
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ſed down forbids enjoyment, and the palled 
#ppetite refuſes all. Thus every thing 
about him is ſuperfluity : his extenſive pa- 

| lace is but a void immenſe, of which he oc- | 
<upics a little corner: ; under crimſon curtains 
and gilded ceilings he ſeeks in vain that 
ſweet repoſe which: dwells in the peaſant”: * 
cottage; and at his table, the pleaſure of 
the monarch ends, when appetite Craves no 
CD „ 
„ I percent, aid Tiberius; that every | 
thing cannot be enjoyed, where every thing 
abounds ; but is the pleaſure of chuling no- 

| thing 1 in the 4660unt-2- N 
Alas! young man! exclaimed Belifarlus, 17 
my worthy young man! you are not ac- 
quainted with that incurable diſeaſe ſatiety. 

It is the moſt fatal languor of the mind. Are 
you acquainred with the cauſe of it? The 
power of enjoying with facility makes us I# 
liſtleſs, and diſguſted at every thing. Ei- 
ther our deſires "have not time to revive, or 
they revive only to loath the afluence that . 
invites too ſoon. Art has wearied itſelf in 

| ſtudying delicacies to provoke and quicken 
the languid appetite 3 but the powers ot 
perception are decayed, the inlets of plea- Þ* 
ſure are obſtructed, the incentives to action 
are extinguiſhed in the ſoul, and delight i ic- 
ſelf has loſt both its allurements and its gra- 
tifications. Woe to the man who can com- 

| mand every thing with a wiſh ! for as, 0 5 
| = the 
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the one hand, the predominant idea of a to- 
tal privation ſaps all the vigour of the mind, 
by fixing a train of corroding reflections 3 


1o, on the other, a conſtant habit of enjoy- 


ment gives HOP to what were other- 


wile exquilite, and thus life loſes its reliſh. 


You will grant me, however, interpoſed 
Tiberius, that there are refined and ſenſible 
delights, in their nature proper for the gra- 


tification of a monarch, which are always 
ſure to give rational enjoyment, without the 
daanger of diſguſting by ebe ion. 


As for 
inſtance ? ſays Belifarius.— The love of glo- 


ry, for inſtance, replied the voung man.— 
But what ſort of oy ? Why of all the 


various claſſes of glory renown in arms mult 


hold the foremoſt place. —Very well; that 


is your poſition : and do you think the plea- 


ſure that ſprings from conqueſt has a ſincere 
and laſting charm in it? Alas! when mil- 


lions are ſtretched in mangled heaps upon 


the field of battle, can the mind in that ſi- 


tuation taſte of joy ? I can make allowance 


for thoſe who have met danger in all its 
ſhapes ; they may be permitted to congra- 
tulate themſelves, that they have eſcaped 
with their lives; but in the caſe of a king 
born with ſenſibility of heart, the day t han 
ſpills a deluge of human blood, and bids the 


tears of natural affection flow ia rivers round. 
the land, that cannot be a day of true en- 
Joyment. I have more than once traverſed 


aver a field of battle : 1 would. have been 


"36. HH tent: glad. 
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glad to have ſeen a Nero in my placo; the 
tears of humanity muſt have burſt from him. 
: know there are princes who take the plea- 

ure of a campaign, as they do that of hunt- 


1 


d 02. 


tray, as they let flip their dogs: hut the rage 
Of conqueſt is s like the unrelenting temper 
of avarice, whic! h torments itſelf, and is to 
the laſt inſatiable. A province has been in- 
guous to another not yet attempted“: de- 


ter invaſion; am ;bition irritates itſelf to n ew 


it brinos, al Uthe pride and oy of former 


uninterrupted e : yet, even in that 


caſe, the conqueror pufhes forward, like 


another Alexander, to the limits of the 


world, and then, like him, remealures back 
| his courſe, fatigued with triumphs, a bur- 

then to himſelf and to mankind, at a loſs 
what to do with the immenſe tracts which 
he has depopulated, and melancholy with 
the reflection that an acre of his conqueſts 


gs and who fend forth their pe ople to the 


vaded ; it has been ſubdued ; it lies conti- 
ſire begins to kindle : ; invaſion. happen $-at-; 


projects, till at length comes a reverſe of 
E: 1 
tortune, which exceeds | in the mortiſicatien 


Would ſuffice to maintain him, and a little 


pit-hole to hide his remains from the world. 


In my youth | law the $f peak of Cyrus: 


a ſrone 


. 5 fi angulus iſie 
Proximus accedat, qui nunc degormat agellum! ox. 


victories. But to give things every flat: 
tering appearan let us ſuppoſe a train of 
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a ſtone bore this inſcription: Im Cyrus, he 
who ab adued the Perſian empire. Friend, who- 
ever thou art, or wherever thy native country, 
envy me nat the ſcanty ſpace that covers my clay- 


= cold abe *. Alas | laid J, turning aſide 
= from tne mournful. epitaph, is it worth, 
3 while to Big a conqueror | 


Tiberius interrupted him with aſtoniſh- 
| ment; Can theſe be the ſentiments of Be. 
1 lifarius Les, young man, thus thinks Be- 
| liſarius: he is able to decide upon this ſub- 

ject. Of all the plagues which the pride 
of man has 995 1dered, the rage of con- 

queſt is the moſt deſtructive.— I muſt give 
up the point, on Tiberius, but ſtill there 
is a prerogative of enjoyment, a 5 
tion worthy of kings, and that is the ft 
Preme de light of fel ving MARKING, a bien: 

ſure ſpringiag from the happineſs of mil- 

lons.—Ay ! replied Belifarius, if a king 

could be ſure of making a nation happy 
his acceſſion were an object of envy ; aſ- 
cending his throne he would riſe to the 
great pre- eminence of diſpenſing publ o 
200d, and guiding the reins of government 
for the welfare of mankind. This would 
hea facred privilege | that a generous mind 
| ſhould ſacrifice the repoſe of life to this 
great ambition, would not be matter of aſto- 
niſhment. But addreſs yourſelf to the au- 
guilt old man who now reigns over you, 
and delire to be informed by him, whe- 
%%% MK... 
ie Plutarch's life of Alexander. 


oats 2 $5: 2 


e 
e ee e eee 


. 
4 
8 
* 

Fi 

ja 

! 

b 

: 

7 

| 


. 
258 
N 
PD . 
7 
* 
* 
* 


2 


4 


wo BELISARIUS 


ther to diſcharge the duties of bis _-: 


tion is an eaſy Taſk ? —That a prince has 
done his utmoſt, replied Juſtinian, to pro- 


mote the welfare of his ſubjects, to make 


their burthen light, and to deſerve the love 


of his people, a nation may 1 ſometimes be 


willing to believe. 


T hey may believe it, ſaid Belifarius, and 


ſome princes, even during their lives, have 


obtained that glorious ſuffrage. It has been 
the recompence of their upright g govern- 


ment; their ſweeteſt retribution. But With 


out ſome ſingular event to give ſincerity to 


public teſtimonials, unleſs tome great and 
trying conjuncture happen, when the ſen— 


timents of the people may be ſuppoſed to 


burſt forth in the honeſt effuſion of their 


hearts, what prince can flatter himſelf that 
the addreſſes he receives are not ſuborned? 


How can he perſuade himſelf that he hears 


the real ſenſe of the nation? His courtiers 
vouch for it; but who is reſponſible for 


them ? While the ſong of revelry echoes 


through the palace, how ſhall he be aſſured 
that in the remoter parts of his dominions, | 
the dome of the vice-roy is not filled with 
| the complaints of injured men, and the cot- 


tage of the labourer with the groans of 


miſery ? The public feſtivals are nothing 


but ſcenes ated before him, and the ap- 

plauſe he meets 1s too often preconcerted. 

He lees the vileſt of mortals canonized for 
deities; 
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BELISARTUS: 91 


deities; and though the vain tyrant, whoſe 


days are ſpent in one continued round of 
voluptuouſneſs, may imbibe the incenſe 


which adulation offers; yet the man of 
virtue, who made his reign a painful endea-- 
vour to do all the good that depended on 
him, cloſes an honourable life in anguiſh, 
and deſcends to the tomb of his anceſtors 
without ever being ſure that he had one ſin- 
cere friend. When I reflect that Juſtinian 
is in this ſituation, and that he is likely to 
carry with him to his grave a perſuaſion that 
Belifarius was a traitor; and never loved. 
him, I own myſelf heel grieved : it is a 


ſtab to my very heart. 


No! exclaimed the emperor e impe- 
tuoſity, (and then recollecting himſelf ſud- 
denly) No, faid he in a more deliberate 
accent, a prince is not always unhappy to 
ſuch a degree, as not to know that in the 


courſe of his reign he has been truly loved. 


Be it ſo, replied Beliſarius; he knows 
that he is loved; and yet even this ſweet 
reflection is daſhed with bitterneſs. Cer- 
tain it is, the good of his people muſt be 
dear to him in proportion as he thinks 
himſelf dear to them; and in conſequence, 
whatever good he does, or whatever eviLhe 
wards off from them, the account appears to 
him, in the general maſs of good and evil, fo 
inadequate to his wiſhes, that at length i in 
the evening of a long and ſtormy life, he 
3 e ſeri- 
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ſeriouſly puts the queſtion, hat good have I 
done Struggling with adverſities, and yet 
unable to ſubdue them, what mult be his 
_ regret, when he ſits down conſcious of his 
feeble efforts, and ſees himſelf a ſlave to the 
_ ernergencies of the day, obliged to govern 
by expedients only? Marcus Aurelius is 
the prince upon record who beſt deſerved 
to ſee the world happy under his admini- 
tration *, and yet what a reign was his? A 
ſcene of wild commotion, in which all the 
accumulated ills of life ſeemed to crowd 
| themſelves together +. One would have 
thought it an inſurrection of all nature, 
a general conſpiracy to baffle every effort of 
wildom and of virtue. It is a melancholy 
taſk, that he who raiſed a temple to Beneſi- 
cence, was doomed to fee the blackeſt period 
of diſtreſs and miſery. But not to go ſo far 
back for examples, was ever a reign more 
diſtinguiſhed for activity, for vigour, and 
apparent ſucceſs, than this of Juſtinian A 
leries of war and victory in three quarters 
of the world for thirty years together; the 
loſſes of a century repaired in one reign ; 


the prope of the North and of the W eſt Ny 


EXter- 


* Ihe 1 bum, eeleflifyue i ingenii i DE 


rumniſque peolicis 2, Defenſor utjeftus eff, Aurel. 
Viet. | 
+ U prepe 11 bel, guo ſummis angoribus alert mortales 


folent, dici Jeu cogttari Tac, quad an, ilio aufe, ante, fa. 
vierit. Aurel, Via, 
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exterminated beyond the Danube and the 


Alps; tranquility eſtabliſhed through all the 


provinces of Aſia; kings overthrown, and 


led in triumph; the deſolation of a plague, 
the waſte of ineafions. and the ruin of earth- 
quakes effaced almoſt from the memory of 
man by the reſtoring hand of unwearied. 


virtue; places of defence and temples with- 


out number. the former built from the 


ground, and the latter decorated with every 


ſplendid ornament ! Theſe were the works 
of Juſtinian's reign; imperial works! how 
glorious ! how magnificent And yet what: 
a falling off Behold him now in the de- 
cline of old age; what has he done? That 


victorious arm was never able to fix the em- 


pire upon a durable foundation; at this very 
inſtant it totters to its ruin; that is at laſt. 


the cloſe of all his labours, the fruit of fo 


many triumphs. Let this, Tiberius, be a 
leſſon to you; let it inſtruct you to view 
with pity the ſplendid miſery of kings, to 
rejudge their actions with lenity, and in par- 


ticular to conceive no diſaffecti ion to a ve- 


nerable ſovereign on account of the ills 
which he has let fall, or the good which he. 


has omitted to do. 


You alarm me; fal d Tiberius, with theſs 
reflections; my frſt advice to any friend of 
mine upon a throne ſhall be to abaicate it. 


—'To abdicate it! replied Beliſarius; that 
you will not do; courage will never be the 
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84 5B EL1SAxR1U S. 
adviſer of deſertion. Were you ever in- 
duced by peril and fatigue to abandon the 
ſword ? There is no difference in this view 
of things, between a ſword and ſcepter. It 
is incumbent upon every man to crowd in- 
to his life all the duties he can. Endeavour 
not to conceal from your friend, that he 
muſt inevitably be a victim to thoſe about 
him ; but make him ſenſible at the ſame 
time, that there is a pleaſure as well as a 
pain in being thus ſacrificed; and that, in 
order to inſure his true recompence, he muſt 
inflame his imagination with the enthuſiaſm 
of public virtue, and muſt thence deduce 
the ſweet reward of all his generous labours*. 
And where is this reward to be met with, 
| interpoſed Tiberius ?—It conſiſts, returned 
Beliſarius, in our own inward conſciouſneſs; 
it is purely ſentimental, and ſprings out of 
the reflection that we find within our breaſts, 
the active principles of humanity, ſocial af- 
fection, generous ſympathy, thoſe amiable 
qualities which conſtitute the dignity of 
our nature, and merit the approbation of 
earth and Heaven. Can you imagine that 
a king has ſuch contracted views, as to riſe 


in a morning to balance the account of 


what he may merit in the courſe of the day ? 
His language to himſelf, I take it, muſt be, 


Awake 
* Homo qui . ne plauſum queer at : ſed ad ali- 


ud negotium tranfrat quemadmodum witis, ut rurſum ſus 
tempore uvam producat. Marc. Antonin, 46. 3. 


Let the law then be th 


BEUEISARIUS -& 
Awake! ariſe | 
and benevolence open their eyes on the 
world. Diveſt yourſelf of little felfiſh 


paſſions, of your ſchemes of private gratifi- 
cation, and reſign even the repole of your 


life. You do not live for yourſelf alone ; 
the ſoul of a whole people ſtirs within you; 
your will is the will of milli 
_ promulgated receives the fanction of a law. 
rule of your go- 
vernment, and remember that on the hap- 
pineſs of numbers your own intereſt is 
grafted *®, You are moved, Tiberius! your 


Hand trembles in mine! let me bid you reſt 
aſſured, that the very tears of virtue have 
Virtue, it is true, 


inexpreſſible delight. 
cannot aſcertain a conſtant good, unmixed 
with evil; 


triot prince cannot remove, draws tears 
from his humanity, but they are not the 
bitter tears of envy, remorſe, and turpituds. 


They are the pleaſing ſorrows of a Titus, 
_ who weeps that he has loft a day: They are 


pure as the ſource from which they ſpring. 


= . 


* Marne, cum gravatim a ſamuo ſurgis, in promptu tibi 


fit cogitare te ad humanum opus faciendum ſurgere. Non 


ſentis quam mulia poſſis præſtare, de quibus rulla eft ex _ 
ciſatio naturæ ad ea non apt@ ; et tamen adhuc, prudens 
Scienſque, humi fixus bares Mareus Antonin. 140. * 


and with you let juſtice 


s, and properly 


but is there ſuch a thing in hu- 
man life ? And if there is, for whom is it 
reſerved? For the inactive, the wicked, 
and unworthy ? The miſchief which a pa- 
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96 BELISARIUS. 


You may therefore aver to your friend, and 


pray aver it with energy, as if ſome god 
were breathing through you, that armed 


with virtue he will never know the pang of 


envying the fortunes of the vile and wick- 
ed. But this conſtancy of mind, this true 
| ſupport of virtue, is not the ſpontaneous 
growth of the human breaſt ; the ſpirit of 
a young prince mult be attempered to it; 


and how he 1s to be initiated, we will make 


the ſubject of to-morrow's interview. 


He moulds me to his will, ſaid Tiberius 
to Juſtinian; his power over my ſoul is ir- 


reſiſtible; he ſinks, inflames, and elevates at 


his own diſcretion — He tears my very. 


heart, replied the emperor ; then fetched a 
deep ſigh, and remained a conſiderable ime 


in penſive ſilence. To diſpel the gloom his 


court tried all its gajeties, but every endea- 
vour was fruitleſs 1mportunity. On the 
morrow, having ſignified his inclination to 
take a ſolitary walk, he ftruck into a neigh- 
bouring wood; Tiberius was there in wait- 


ing, and together they went to their ap- 


apointment. The young man did not fail to 
revive the topic which had been promiſed, 


and Belifarius proceeded in the following 
manner. 5 


0 H & Þ. 
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C HA F. IX. 


T has been eds. a queſtion, Whether 
it be poſſible to love virtue for its own 


So generous a principle, it 
muſt be acknowleged, is the ſublime in- 


ſake only? 


ſtinct of certain choſen ſpirits. I call it an 
inſtinct: for whenever it is the work of re- 


flection, it degenerates into intereſt: nor 
can this propolition be underſtood to Prank 
1 will ſhew you, 
that virtue, like friendſhip, refines itſelf 
by degrees from the droſs of intereſt, and 
takes a more exalted nature: the operations 


gate from human nature. 


of one will illuſtrate the other. 


It is to views of convenience, of pleaſure, 
and utility, that friendſhip owes its origin. 


The effect in the proceſs is detached from 
the cauſe: the motives ſubſide, and the ſen- 


timent produced keeps poſſeſſion of the 
heart: a ſecret charm infinuates itſelf, and 
by the force of habit mingles with our very 


love of exiſtence. In 1 0 ſtate of the mind, 


uneaſy ſenſations may take place inſtead of 


i promiſed joys ; but ſtill, the heart which 


has taſted of friendſhip will, rather than re- 
nounce 1t, forego all the ſoothing comforts 
it expected to enjoy. Friendſhip i is a ſym- 


pathy which commences in gaiety and ex- 
ultation, and gathers ſtrength in the hour 


of 
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3 BELISARIUS. 
of affliction. The ſame may be affirmed of 


virtue “. To engage our affections, it muſt 
firſt attract by an appearance of the agree- 


able or the uſeful : for before we are ena- 
moured of her, we love ourſelves : and till 
we know the real ſweets of virtue, we look 
for gratifications very different from what 


ſhe affords. When Regulus, in the ſpring - 


of life, beheld her for "the firſt time, ſhe. 


| ſtruck him with the pomp of triumph and 
the ſplendor of glory. Whether he aban- 


doned her afterwards, when ſhe had nothing 
to give but fetters, the torture, and the fu- 
neral pile, need not now be mentioned. 


You mult therefore begin by ſounding 


the temper of the prince, and diſcovering 

the objects that chiefly ſtrike his fancy, To 
be free, powerful, rich, obeyed by his ſub- 
_ jects, eſteemed through life, and happy in 
the proſpe& of future fame, will perhaps 


be the prevailing deſires. Inform him there- 


fore, that from virtue alone he can obtain 


what he pans tor, and you will not miſlead 
NL. 


too often concealed from the pride of kings, 


in which every well. N prince ought 
20. 


* 5 
Si quid i in vita e indenis ; potids juflitig, Ve- 


rilate, temperantid, fortitudine, ad Jus  amplexum totis 
auimi virious contendas ſuadeo. 


There is a ſecret i in the art of governing, 5 


Marc. Antonin. lib. iii. 
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BELISARIUS. 
in this ſober truth : there is no abſolute 


aims at deſpotiſm enſlaves himſelf, For 


{ame manner as his power is the whole force 


the will of one is erected in oppoſition to 


the whole, the force of the body-politic 
vill then be ſet againſt the prince, who re- 
| ſorts to the practice of dividing, 
ing, and ſubverting the ſtrength of the 
kingdom; or, perhaps, at lengthheisinopen 
arms againſt it. 
ther of "his people, he is now their tyrant : 
he governs by intrigue, and ſtrives by little 
arts of policy to delude, ſurpriſe, alarm, 
and terrify his ſubjects into a tame ſubmiſ- 

ſion; or elſe he reſorts to his agents of de- 


Inſtead of being the fa- 


3 | firuttion who ſell the blood of their coune 
trymen, and march ſword in hand through 


the realm, covering all with deſolation, till 
. murder has taken off every honeſt man ho 
dared to reſiſt the yoke and vindicate the 


. | rights of nature. 
Z commotions, in which a brother. ſays to his 


Hence the rage of civil 


brother, Die, or yield to the tyrant, who 
has paid me for cutting your throat. Proud 


Y of an ufurpation maintained. by force of 


+ 3 Jpenſio ciwilalis. Pand. . bb. i. tit. z 


89 
to be early inſtructed, and that is contained 


power except that of the laws, and he who 


what is law but the will of the whole com- 
munity 4, expreſſed by one man, in the 
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arms, or founded on ſuperſtition, the ty- 

rant congratulates himſelf : but let his heart 
tremble within him, if he ever ceaſe to pam- 


per the pride, or controul the licentiouf- 
neſs of his deteſted party. While they ſerve 


him, they chain him to themſelves by his 
fears; and for the obedience they pay their 
captive King, they demand in return im- 
punity for their crimes. Being thus grown 
the oppreſſor of one part of is ſubjects, 


he is a flave to the other; as mean and ab- 
ject to the bad, as fierce and domineering _ 


to the good. Conſtrained to manage with 
his accomplices, he is obliged to ſtudy how 
to gratity them, that the paſſions which liſted 


on his fide may not revolt from him; for 
he knows their fierce and dangerous quali- 
ty, ſince they have already marked their 


way with ruin, and broke aſunder all the 


ties of nature and humanity. The tyger, 
trained to the chace, and educated by man 


to the ſkill of devouring, will fly at his 
maſter, if ſhare of the prey be with-held 
from him. The tyrant's compact with his 
factors of miſchief is preciſely the ſame. 

The ſupreme power, therefore, as it ap- 


proaches to tyranny, becomes feeble in pro- 
portion, and depends for ſupport upon the 


men who have leagued themſelves againſt 
the conſtitution It muſt be ever attentive 
to the tools of a party, leſt they ſhould 
make a defection to the intereſts of their 

Countiy. 
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country. Every mark of compliance, re- 
jpect, and the moſt ſervile toleration, mult 


be paid to them, to the utter ſubverſion of 
juſtice, and the neglect of all found policy. 


1 he prince muſt deſcend to the meaneſt de- 


ferences, the moſt flagrant partiality, the 


humbleſt diſſimulation, and even ſo low as 


to wear the ſmiles of content, with reſent- 


ment at his heart. 


The prince that would govern according 


to the true ſpirit of civil policy, muſt make 


the laws the ſole rule of his conduct! for his 
authority is inferior to the laws, founded 
upon the will and the whole force of the 
community. He will, in that caſe, know 
no enemies but the baſe and wicked, the 
common enemies of ſociety. Whoever 
Intereſts himſelf in the ſupport of orderand - 
the public tranquility, is an aſſertor of the 
ſovereign authority which protects him. 


Every citizen, in the declared foe of his 
prince, beholds his own perfonal enemy. 


Party-diviſion is baniſhed from the ſtate, 
and the ſovereign, in league with his people, 
15 rendered rich and powerful by the wealth 


and power of his people. Under no ne- 


ceſſity to intrigue with parties, he reigns in 
freedom, perhaps in juſtice, with his crown 
frm and unſhaken on his head. His ad- 


miniſtration, fixed upon the balis of law 


and public ſecurity at home, becomes re- 


IpeCtable to foreign powers ; and as he is 
never 
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never inſtigated by caprice and pride to 
Wage a war r of ambition, his armies, main- 
_ tained and regulated under proper diſci- 
pline, are ready to take the field with vi- 
Jour and with ſpirit, when the public cauſe | 
demands the exertion of the ſtate againſt | 
the author of civil diſcord, or the foreign 


uſurper. Oh! my friend! let juſtice be 


the baſis of the ſupreme authority, and the 
love of a grateful people will not fail to 
be its molt invigorating principle, and its 


beſt ſupport. The ſlave will fight but re- 


luctantly for his priſon and his chains; but 
the citizen, who is ſecure in his civil rights, 5 
who loves his prince, and is reciprocally f 
beloved, will hazard himſelf in the defence 
of the authority to which he is indebted 


for his own protection. Armidit the hard- 
ſhips of the campaign, and the perils of 
battle, he feels himſelf inflamed with the 


idea that he is ſtruggling for his fires and 


his altars, for all that can be dear to him. 
Ah! theſe leſſons, ſaid Tiberius, fink 


deep into my heart: they are delivered with 
words that burn; they kindle a flame in 
the ſoul. When ſhall I be able to inſpire 


the breaſt of kings with {ſentiments like 


theſe 1 


It is now clear, wenilies Beliſarius, that the 


true ſplendor and authority of ſovereigns 


are founded on juſtice; that virtue and be- 


neficence ſtrengthen the foundation; and 


that 


* 2 e At 


chat the moſt abſolute prince is he who 
reigns in the hearts of his people. From 
what you have ſaid, interpoſed Tiberius, it 
is now plain that true policy and reaſon are 
convertible terms; and that the art of go- 
verning conſiſts in following the ſuggeſtions 


of wiſdom and of virtue. Lou are : perfect- | 
ly right, rephed Beliſarius; nothing can 
be more ſimple, more caſy i in the practice, 5 
and ſure of its effect. The emperor Juſ- 


tin, originally an honeſt peaſant of Ilyria, 


who came to a throne from the plough, 
found the way to ende ar his adminiſtration 
to mankind. Was it owing to his ſkill in 
politics? Far from it; it was owing to the 
rectitude of his mind, and the amiable diſ- 


poſitions of his heart. Were my lot to go- 
vern, I ſnould endeavour to copy that great 
- example. Far be from the breaſt of a 
prince that fly, low policy, that looks with 


an oblique eye upon every thing. It looks 
about indeed with a kind of indirect pru- 
dence, and recoils in time from rocks and 


precipices; but it is diſquietude at beſt. 


How unlike the ſerenity neee by him 
who loſes all thoughts of ſelt in the love of 
millions, and is therefore leſs expoſed than 
the moſt wary, circumſpect, and ſuſpicious | 
1 tyrant! But the misfortune is, the prince 


is too often alarmed by artful and deſigning 
men: he is taught to conſider his people 
as an in enemy) to be dreaded and that dread, 

as 
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„ BELISARIUS. | 
as ſoon as impreſſed, lends reality to the 
ideal danger; ; for it gives birth fo miſtruſt, 


and miſtruſt 1 15 the mother of barred and of - 


c 


Tou have obere that a prince, a man 
almoſt ſolitary and without connections, has 


his cares and wants contracted into very 


ſcanty limits; that at his eaſe he commands all 


the real good! in life; that he is narrowly cir- 
cumſcribed; and all beyond a ſmall circle is 


| vanity, illuſion, and deceit, While nature pre- 
| ſcribes to him to be moderate in his deſires, 
all things about him irritate his paſſions, and 
ſtimulate | intemperance. Alas! were it his 


aim to live in harmony w/th his people, he 
would have no party but his lubjects, no 
intereſt but that of the ſtate, How diffe- 


rently are th ings circumſt hots at preſent? 


All confidence i 18 extingui! hed; the neceſſity 
of being ever guarded againſt a türbalent 
and ſeditious populace is inculcated; and 


"Aa ſtanding army is maintained to territy 


thoſe who ſhould be cheriſhed by their ſo- 


vereign. By theſe means the prince lives 


at variance with his ſubjects; his party is 


formed, and Ambition with a train of inor- 
dinate deſires ſtalks at the head of it. This: 


_ hydra of faction | is ever inſatiable, and yet 


unconſtitutional means mult be tried to ſa- 


tisſy its rapacity. Here then is the firſt 
ſpring of that monſtrous diſtinction, which 


we have Known in the empire, between the 
ꝓpro- 


1 


=O 
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provinces of the people.and the provinces 
ot the emperor, between the intereſts of the 


abject and thoſe af the prince. The idea 


of property ſhould never enter the thoughts 
of the ſovereign. When once his imagi- 


nation is ſtruck with | it, it follows that the 
ſecurity of his crown and his life ſeems to 
depend upon that property, and by a natu- 
ral progreſs avarice takes poſſeſſion of him. 
| , He thinks himſelf enriched by the impo- 
| veriſhment of his people; and whatever 
rapacity has ſeized, is ſet down as clear 


gain. In proportion as the ſubject is plun- 
dered, he appears to the jealous prince re- 


duced to a deeper ſubjection. Hence 
ſchemes of rapine on the one hand, d ſcon- 


tent and repining murmurs on the other; 
and hence the dark ſeeds of civil war, iel 
like a ſmothered flame, lie brooding in the 
very heart of the ſtate, and at length break 
ut in ſudden eruptions all over the land. 
Of his private coffers the ſovereign now 


thinks lie has the full advantage; che con- 
gratulates himſelf on the prude nce which _ 


ſettled his meaſures ſo long before- hand : 


but, ſhort-ſighted man! he little perceives 


that, by being juſt, he would have been 


above juch little timid precautions; and that 


all the mean, and of courſe cruel, paſſions, 


which liſt for hire in his cauſe, world be 


vile and uſeleſs, if virtue were the ſpring 
of his actions. This, my friend Tiberius, 


This 
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96 B ELI SAARIU 8. 
this is the doctrine which the future ſove- 
reign ought to hear from you, Let hin 
once be perſuaded that the ſtate and the 
ſovereign are but one thing: Jet him un- 
derſtand that this pol tical union conſti- | 
tutes his true ſtrength, the baſis of his 
_ dignity, his honour, and his peace; and Þ 
ideas of property will then be rejected as 
ſordid and unworthy *. His ſolid advan- 
tage will be placed in the good he procures 


for his people; and thus "his paſſions will 


transform themſelves. to the virtues of a 
patriot king, juſt and equitable for his oon 
intereſt, moderate upon principles of am- 
bition, and benevolent through very ſelfiſh. F| 
nes. It is by conſidering things in this 
way, my worthy friends, that truth appears 


the parent of virtue. But Truth, 1 grant 


you, appears at firſt with an aukward mien 
at court. He who gains her firſt audience 
from a king, muſt have been endowed with 
no ſmall degree of courage, When flatte- 
ry has taught the pernicious maxims, that 
princes reign for themſelves alone; that 


royal independence conſiſts in the gratifi- - 


cations of deſire ; and that even caprice is 

a {tate-law ; the faithful and honeſt coun- 

Jellor who undertak. 28 to refute this notable 
„ fyſtem- 


* The emperor Trajan | was uſed to compare the 
| treaſure of a prince to a ſwelled and diſtempered 


f Ae Which enfeebles and conſumes the reſt of the 
od. 
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ſyſtem, will not be graciouſly received: 


but let him be once heard, and he will gain 


the royal ear: one truth eſtabliſhed, the 
reſt may be poured upon him with rapidi- 


ty, for they are ſure of their effect ; and the - 
prince, inſtead of dreading, will ms. cored 


the concluſion, 
Truth will now derive 1 from vir- 


tue, and virtue in its turn will lend embel- _ 
liſnments to truth. It is. indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary that the latter ſhould enlighten the 
mind; for the inclination of our nature to 
a good, whoſe value is not explained, is mere- 
lvy a blind, a vague, and uncertain inſtinct. 
But a deſire to ſerve mankind is virtue, 
founded on the knowledge of remote and 


_ extenſive conſequences. To know the in- 


| tereſts of humanity is the true ſtudy of a 
prince. Whatever is juſt, whatever is uſe- 
ful, that is truth, and the truth a king 
ſhould inveſtigate: it is the great band of 
tociety 3 in all buſineſs, in every tranſac- 
tion of life, it upholds the chain of moral 
duties; on mutual wants and mutual aids. 
grafts human happineſs, and makes the 
author of public good a partaker of the 
| bleflings he beſtows. This is the fit em- 


| ployment of a prince; to this he ſhould de. 


dicate his days; to know himſelf, and the 
nature of man ; to develop the ſecret 


. RF 
+ 2. Duenam ſunt eorum mentes, a rebus udn“, 


gu habent in honore, que amant : cogita te nudas ip- 
Frum mentes intueri. Marc, Antonin, 7 5 © EE 
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98 BEL ISARI US. 
movements of the heart, the operations of 
habit, the ſpecific qualities of character, the 
influence of opinion, the powers and the 
weakneſſes of our frame; to ſtudy intenſe- 
1y, and not with frivolous curioſity, but a 
fixed and ſteady determination of the will, 
With a perſeverance alarming to flatterers, 
the temper, the manners, and the relources 
of his people, together with the conduct 
of miniſters; and in this noble enquiry to 
let in light to the judgment on every {ide, 
with a deteſtation of the clandeſtine infor- 
mer, and a generous encouragement of 
thoſe who have the ſpirit to call Faloud for : 
a redreſs of grievances committed in his 
name, Theſe are the things which con- 
ſtitute the love of truth; and thus, ſaid he, 
addreſſing himſelf to Tiberius, thus every 
prince will love it, who is, as he ought to 
be, perſuaded, that to be great he mult be 
Juft and upright, In conveying theſe fen- 
timents to him, you will inſtruct him how 
to be free and independent 1 in the midſt of 
a court; for it is there he muſt be jealous _ 
of his liberty. To make him ſenlible of 
this, will be the arduous part of your under- | 
| taking: this is the point which you muſt 
labour with aſſiduity and firmneſs. It ſhall 
be done, ſaid Tiberius, when I am armed 
with your inſtructions.— Here the conver- 
ſation broke off, and . took leave of 
each other, : i 
It 
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It has happened by ſome ſtrange fatality, 
| aid. the emperor, that in all ages and coun- 
tries, the triends of mankind have been 
hated by thoſe who are bound to be the fa- 


thers of the people. The popularity of 


Beliſarius was his only crime : it was that 


alone provoked his enemies, and perhaps 


alarmed my jealouſy. Alas | they made 


me fear him; it had been better af 1 had 


endeavoured to imitate him. ; 


BOUT the 3 8 on 4 Gallons 


ing day, Beliſarius, expecting his vi- 
5 ſeated himſelf again under the old 
oak upon the road, where he had received 


them the evening before. He ſaid, in a 


loud ſoliloquy, To have found two virtuous 
men, who beguile me from myſelf, and 
enter thus into a diſcuſſion of the great ob- 
jects of humanity, is a circumſtance that 
alleviates my misfortunes. How ſoothing 
to contemplate the ſocial intereſts of man! ; 


1 My afflictions are ſoftened by it! The very 


benevolence to a whole people aſſimilates 
man to his Divine Creator, F 


idea of being but remotely conducive to 
the welfare of nations has raiſed me above 
myſelf, and now I ſee how the diffuſion of 


> ak 


the virtues, affords the moſt endearing and 


for even goodneſs itſelf, if not e ee 


= ho on this head. 
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Juſtinian and Tiberius over- heard theſe 
laſt words as they approached. You are 
warm in the praiſe of beneficence, ſaid the 
_ emperor; and indeed beneficence, of all 


the ſweeteſt ſenſations. Happy the man 
whoſe lot it is to enjoy ſo noble a pleaſure! 
And yet this ſupreme delight mult be 
taſted with moderation, replied the hero; 


by wiſdom and juſtice, degenerates | into an 
oppoſite vice. Attend young man, ſaid he 
0 Tiberius, and mark what 1 have to offer 


Of eee cckority the bigheſt act is 
the diſtribution of favours and marks of 
grace: this partakes of the nature of bene- 
ficence, and is therefore a pleaſing exertion 
of power; but in the exerciſe of it, it is re- 
quiſite that the prince ſhould be guarded | 
_ againſt ſeduction. The whole of his intel- 
| ligence muſt ariſe from thoſe who approach 
5 his perſon ; and of that number there is not 
one who does not for ever inculcate, that 
the ſeat of majeſty is in the court; that all 
regal ſplendor is derived from the brill ant 
appearance that enlivens the palace; and 
that the moſt valuable prerogative of the 
crown diſplays itfelf by a profuſion of fa- 
vours, which are ſtiled the munificence of 
the ſovereign. Gracious heaven! the mu- 
nificence ! 1t is the tublance of the people 
1 5 e de 
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pe beſtows 3 the ſpoils of the poor and in- 
digent ! Thus the prince is deceived by 


_ throne; aſſiduity for ever pays its court; 
and the habit of retuling nothing gains up- 


extravagance of the court: exultation fills the 
palace, und every room ecchoes with praiſes 
of the royal munificence. That munifi— 


an ungrateful crew, what a number groan 
in wretchedneſs | But, Tiberius, the prince 
who has one true friend will be ſue t 
know this ; and he will know beſides, 3 

true beneficence conſiſts more in ceconomy. 
than laviſh diſtribution; that every partial 
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© injuſtice ſpring all the wort evils that can 
diſtract a ſtate. 


rity,—l conſider it in its true light, replied 
the hero, as àa mere perſonal Attachment. 


which, in the choice of men for public of- 


t | filces, counteracts the natural courſe of juſ- 


- tice, of nature, and of reaſon. For juſtice 


1 honours to virtue, and rewards 
FE. 3 — ä 


BELLSARTUS, at 
words: adulation and treachery beſiege his : 


on the credulous ſovereign, who little thinks 
of the tears extorted from the poor by the 


cence afſumes the mien of virtue, and 
wealth is ſquandered without conſidering 
from whence it came. Alas! would kings 
reflect how their ſplendor grows out of 
the miſery of others; and for the ſake of 


grant is injuſtice to merit, and that from 


You behold the Wänden of ſove- 
reigns, ſaid Tiberius, with an eye of ſeve- 
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to merit: for the arduous buſineſs of bigh 
employments nature brings forth great abi- 
lities and conſummate talents ; and ſurel; 

reaſon directs that of men the belt poſſible 


uſe ſhould be made: but partiality confers 


the recompence due to virtue upon elegant 


and poliſhed vice; and thus complaiſance 


is preferred to honeſt zeal, adulation to 
truth, and meanneſs to elevation of ſoul, 


The ſuperficial g gift of pleaſing, as if it were | 


ſuperior to every other gift of nature, aſ- 


pires to all the favours of the crown, and 


generally engroſſes them. From theſe pre- 


miſes it may "be inferred, that partiality in 
the diſtribution of favours | is the ſure mark 
of a bad reign ; and the prince who reſigns 
into the hands of a favourite the honour 


of his crown and the welfare of his people, 


brings matters to this dilemma ; he either 


ſets a ſmall value upon what he confides to 


his favourite, or he aſcribes to his own _ 
choice the power of transforming the ſouls _ 
of men, as if he were able to mould a a ſtateſ- 


man or an hero out of a ſuperannuated ſlave 
or a youthful profligate. 
That, ſaid Tiberius, would be an attempt 


of the moſt abſurd futility ; but employ- 
ments abound in all ſtates, which may be 
competently filled by men of very ordinary. 


- talents, - 

Not a ſingle employment, replied Beli- 
farius, which docs not demand, if not an 
| able, 
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infeſt the land: and yet this image of phy- 


miſchief; for under a reign of favouritiſm, 


the royal favour invariably wants a due diſ- 


make a right choice of men. 
| Rarely, if ever, replied Beliſarius, inſo- 
much that if the ſervants of the public were 
choſen by lot, it would be a more infallible 
mode of election. Partiality grants its fa- 
vours to thoſe only who intrigue for them: 
but merit diſdains the little arts of intrigue; 


able, at leaſt an honeſt man; but royal fa- 


vour is little ſolicitous about the one or the 
other: on the contrary, both are negle&- 

ed, or, ſtill worſe, they are ſure to meet 
all the little indignities of a ſcornful repulſe. 


Hence every talent dies in its bloom, and 


every virtue withers in the bud. Of talents 


and of virtues emulation is the vivifying 


ſoul; but partiality is immediate death. 
The ſtate in which this vice prevails may 
be compared to thoſe waſte and deſolate 


tracts, where certain uſeful plants ſponta- 
neouſly ſhoot up, but are robbed of their 
nutriment by the briers and brambles that 


ſical evil does not fully expreſs the political 


the briers and the brambles are cherif! ned, 
while every ſalutary plant is eradicated and 
u de 158 foot. 

You ſeem to aſſume, ſaid Tiberius: that 


cernment of ſpirits, and is never able to 


and that manly pride is decyphered by court 
Interpreters into neglect of the ſovereign, 
1 Bn Who 
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who therefore repays it with calm difdain 


while the aſſiduity of low ambition reaps 


every advantage, To a prince thus preju- 


diced, what acceſs can there be for the ſage 


or the hero? Can they degrade themſelves 
to the pliancy of ſlaves? Can dignity of 


mind ſubmit to be a cringing candidate for 


court-favour ? If nobility of birth gives a 


O 


title to approach the perſon of the lovereign, 


what part is to be acted in a circle of ta- 


vourites, by truth, integrity, and honour ? 
Are they likely to excel in the dexterities 
of flattery and diſſimulation? Will they | 
condeſcend to pry into the paſſions of their 


maſter, and explore the ſecret propenſities 


of his heart? The characters of the ſyco- 


phant, the diſſembler, and the falſe friend, 


will be better played by others, who know | 
how to touch the ſtring that ſounds grate- 


fully to the royal ear, and to fly over that 
which will offend. Virtue would appear 


aukward in the attempt. The favourite 
will acquit himſelf with grace in all theſe. 


_ particulars, but ſtil] it will ever be a mil- 
lion to one that he is unworthy of the di- 
ſtinction he enjoys. 


The favourite of a di ſcerning, juſt, and 
equitable prince, interpoſed the emperor, | 
will, moſt probably, be a man of integrity. 
In the court of a diſcerning, juſt; and 


equitable prince, replied Belitarius, there 
will be no Juch perſon as a favourite; ſuch 


a prince 
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a a prince will be worthy of friends, and he 


will have them: but favour will do no- 


thing for them. A faithful ſervant would 


bluſh to be ſo enriched. If ever there was 


a faithful ſervant, the emperor Trajan had 


{uch an one to boalt of in his miniſter Lon- 
ginus. That true and worthy friend of his 


moſter was taken priſoner by the Dacians: 
the king of that people ſignified to the em- 
peror, chat, unleſs he acceded to the con- 


ditions of peace propoſed to him, the cap- 


tive miniſter ſhould be put to death. And 
what was Trajan's anſwer? He left! it to the 


honour of Longinus to decide, as Regulus 


had formerly done in his own caſe. Be- 


hold there the model of public characters 
Thoſe are the men I have in view ! How 


glorious to be the friend of ſuch a prince! 
Longinus ſaw the bright occaſion, and with 
a ſublime of virtue diſpatched himſelf, leſt 
pity ſhould take poſſeſſion of the emperor, 
and incline him to an act of PRTIGny: or 


perſonal regard. 


I am overpowered by the weight of 
your reaſonings, ſaid Tiberius: yes, I now 
perceive, that the public weal, when right- 
ly underſtood, gives no latitude to the af- 
fections of the ſovereign: but are there not 
incidents unconnected with the intereſts of 
the people, in which he may reaſonably 


© give a (cope to his private affections : f 
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T anſwer in the negative, replied Beliſa- 


rius: the prince has no poſitive uncon- 


nected intereſt; every thing is relative to 


the whole. The ſmalleſt matters ate of 


importance, and even the very civilities of 
a king muſt be addreſſed with caution, 
Royal favour, it has been ſaid, is but a 
partial evil, and diſplays itſelf only i in little 


things, but a deviation from the ſtrict 


rule of right, even in trifles, will ſoon be- 


come habitual, and from ſmall Irregularities 


to great excels the progreſs is rapid. The 
circle of the ſovereign's favour enlarges it- 
ſelf, and to baſk in the ſunſhine of his 
| ſmiles, grows a general deſire; each cour- 


tier ſtrives to wriggle himſelf into favour; 


and the fence thus thrown down, how ſhail 
a prince reſiſt the ardor of importunity, 
and the frequency of follicitation ? The 
fence that ſhould guard him, my beſt Tibe- 
rius, is a determination of the will to be 
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always juſt and good. When a principle of 


| uprightneſs 18 | nown to guide the choice 
of men, it muſt then be merit, and merit! 
alone, that can hope for preterment. Ta-! 


lents, exalted qualities, and eminent ſer- . 
vices, form the only admiſſible claim: thee 


candidate for honours mult render himſclf 


worthy of them. Intrigue is diſcounte- 
nanced, and emulation is animated. Am 
bition is obliged to proceed by mani 


ways, and Rarcing at che thought of being 


dete Cech a 
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detected, abandons her little ſchemes of 
perfidy and cunning, How different is the 
caſe, when the prince is under the influ- 
ence of perional affection? To gain the- 
aſcendant over that affection, becomes the 
buſineſs of all. He who poſſeſſes the arts 
of inſinuation, and knows how to cabal 
with the ſervants of upper ſervants, pur- 
ſues his drudgery through all its ſtages, and 
creeps up to preferment, meanly ling to 
iplendid infamy. In the mean time the 
man of virtuous pride retires, and with the 
"| conſent of all, he is reſigned to oblivion. If 
itt ſhould happen, that for ſome important 
| fervice, he is called from obſcurity, to make 
one in the glittering crowd; or if it ſhould: 
be neceſſary to employ bim en Lone Werd 


= ſion worthy of his abilities; ſtanding u un- 


e Connected with faction, he finds all parties 
e. | combined againſt him, till at length it is 
be viſible, that he muſt either debaſe himſelf, 


ef by countermining the dark deeds of his: 


ce! enemies, or elle ſurrender to them at dif- 
rich Eretion, The court where intrigue pre- 
Ta.“ Vails, is a wild uproar of paſſions, in which 
„the ſtill voice of truth can never be heard. 

the! The public good is an unregarded thing, 
e and perſonal affection is the fountain of all 


inte. Pre aiſe and cenſure partiality paſſes its de- 


Am ciſions upon all occurrences; and the prince, 
an encompaſſed round with falſehoods, diſ- 
we tracted with doubt, ſuſpicion and miſtruſt, 
yo! F 6 ſcarcely 


f 
| 
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ſcarcely * ever puts an end to the waverings 
of his mind, but to terminate in error. 


Why does not he depend upon the evi- 


dence of facts? ſaid Tiberius; facts are 


obſtinate witneſſes, and the e they | 


2 give, is bold and loud. 


Facts, replied Belifarius, are not ſo ob- 3 
ſtinate as you may imagine; they take a 
new complection from the contrariety of 
reporters. Every enterprize is judged by 
its event; and yet events too frequently 
give the palm to raſnneſs, and defeat the beſt 


| concerted ſchemes of genius and ability. 
Men are often more fortunate than wiſe, 


and there are occaſions when the propoſi- | 
tion is reverſed. In either caſe, the cha- 


racters of men may ſuffer much from pre- 


judice, and that more particularly in a 
court, where the colours of good and evil 
ae all derived from the prevncuing opinions 


of party and faction. 


Juſtinian, in his old age, is a meld 


choly example, ſaid the enpener z he has 
been cruelly deceived ! 


Alas ! replied Beliſarius, who has more 


reaſon than myſelf to know what has been 
practifed upon the credulity of Juſtinian? 


Who 8 better acquainted with the ſnares 
that faction laid for him? It was faction 
ſent Narſes into Italy, to interrupt the proſ- 


perity of Beliſarius. The emperor little 
imagined that a miniſter of the finances 


would 
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would be a dangerous rival of the general: 


but Narſes had his faction at court, and. 


he ſoon found one in the camp; a ſpirit of 


diſſenſion prevailed, and Milan, the bul- 
wark of Italy, was loſt, Narſes was re- 


called, but too late; the tide of ſucceſs was 


now ebbing away: Milan had been ſacked, 
her inhabitants put to the ſword, and all 


Liguria diſmembered from the empire. 
That Narſes was pardoned by the em- 
peror, I moſt heartily rejoice; for the life 


of ſo great a man, we have one obliga- 


tion, at leaſt, to the decline of all military 
diſcipline. In the virtuous days of the re- 
public, for the complicated crimes of diſ- 
obedience, and the ſeduction of part of my 
army, N arſes would have atoned with his 


head. I was recalled in my turn. To 


ſucceed me in the command of the army, 


eleven chiefs, all jealous of each other, were 
appointed by a new-fangled party. Diſ- 


cord prevailed in their councils, and they 
were defeated. By this means, we loſt all 
Italy. The command was transferred to 
me, but I was a general without an army. 


J was obliged to traverſe over Thrace and 
Illyria 1 in queſt of ſoldiers. A ſcanty num 


ber, not exceeding four thouſand, was 


collected together. With this raſh-levied 
5 3" bad 
7 | | | 75 
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body, who had neither cloaths, horſes, 
arms, of proviſions, I marched into Italy. 


In this condition, what was to be done ? 
With the utmoſt difficulty, I prevented 
Rome from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. The cabal at court rejoiced at 
this diſaſtrous proſpect of A ge : Things 


are going as we could with, ſaid they; he 
is in the laſt extremity, merely ſtanding ae... 


bay a little, to be preſently overwhelmed 


in ruin. Amidſt the deſolation of their 
country, I was the only object of their at- 
| tention : to ſee my ruin accompliſhed, they 
would have compounded to ſee the ſtate 
ſhook to its foundations. I demanded a 
ſupply of men, and I was recalled. Narſes, 
with a powerful army, was appointed to 
ſucceed me; and, beyond all queſtion, 
Narſes had abilities to juſtify the choice. 

That he was named to the command, was 
perhaps a public benefit; but before I was 
wounded, the common Wealth received a 
ſtab : the ruin of Beliſarius was purchaſed 


«at the expence of the ſtate, There lies 


the miſchief of party. To raiſe or over- 


turn a ſingle man, an entire army, perhaps 


an empire, muſt be ſacrificed. TL 

Alas! exclaimed Juſtinian, I now per- 
ceive the treacherous arts by which your 
glory was ovicured, What an indelible 
ſtain to the emperor, t thus to have believed 
the f u2geſtions of your enemies! 


My 
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My g good neighbour, replied Beliſarius, 


you are little aware of the refinement which 


court policy has acquired in the arts of de- 
ſtruction ; you do not know the genius of 


intrigue, how active it is, how perſevering, 


how afiduous, and implacable. Reſpect- 


ful and obſequious to the ſentiments of the 


ſovereign, it manages with caution, and 
works its effect by degrees, like the drop 


of water that only oozes at firſt through 


its fence, ſaps on by imperceptivle ſtrokes, 5 
and then in one ruſhing torrent bears down 


all. Cabal and Party have this further 
| advantage on their ſide, that the man of 


honour is without miſtruſt, and of courſe 
without precaution : he has nothing to 
oppoſe to the malice of his enemies, but 
his upright conduct, which is ever diſco- 
Joured by envy, and his honeſt fame, of 
which the report that rings throughout 
the realm, expires and dies away at the 


gates of the palace. Envy alone is pri- 
vileged within the verge of the court, 
and the character againft which her ſhafts 


are aimed, is ſure to fall a victim. In the 


courie of human contingencies it cannot 
otherwiſe happen, but that every com- 


mander muſt experience the viciſſitudes of 


fortune, and find his train of victory ſome- 
times interrupted; or every caſualty Envy 


takes advantage, and makes even accidents 


a ground of impeachment, Has the com- 


mander 
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mander done all that was poſſible ? He 55 


ought to have done better; any body but 
himſelf would have acted upon a different 
plan; he did not make a right uſe of his 
opportunities. 1 he charge againſt him 1s, 


aggravated, and the good he has done 
dwindles into nothing. The reſult is, that 

the man who can be uſeful to his country, 
is the moſt dangerous perſon in it. 10 
the misfortune of the public, his downfal _ N 


is effected; and to their greater misfortune, 


| ſome worthleſs wretch 1 is ſure to riſe upon 
his ruins, Another concomitant evil F 
the impreſſion made upon the minds of 


men, by the melancholy proſpect of virtue 


in diſtreſs, and of vice exulting in proſpe- 
rity. Public ſpirit grows languid at the 
reflection, that all the fine incentives of ho- 


nour are extinguiſhed; guilt is embold- 


ened, the evil conſcience forgets to bluſn, 
and exceſſes of every kind riot with | impu- 
nity. Such are the evils that attend a reign 
of favouritiſm. Judge yourſelf, how ſuch. 
a a diſpoſition may precipitate the ruin of the 
ſtate. 


Without doubt, ſaid Juftiakan, it is the 


moſt dangerous inürmity that ever byaſſed 
the mind of a prince; but in an old man, 


who for thirty years. has ſtrug ggled to no 


purpoſe in the ſtorms. of fortune, and at 


laſt, in ſpite of all his efforts, ſees the ow: 
Peſt ready to burſt in ruin on his head: 


_ 
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one thus worn out with age and troubles, 
may it not be deemed an excuſable weak- 4 
nels, if he endeavours to {weeten his cares, 
or at leaſt to alleviate them, by indulging 
the private affections? It will anſwer no 


purpoſe to be too ſanguine in our hopes; 


let us not deceive ourſelves with flattering _ 
| ideas of the public condition: even now | 
the empire by its own weight is tottering to 
its fall. By a length of duration all its vi- 
gour is exhauſted, and it mult ſhare at laſt 
the common fate which brought the em- 
pires of Belus and Cyrus to their diſſolution. 
Like them it has flouriſhed in ſplendor, and 


like them it muſt moulder into ruin. 


I am no fataliſt, replied Beliſarius, in re- 
gard to revolutions of government: that 
would be to give a ſanction to our preſent 
degeneracy of ſpirit, and make deſpair ſy- 
ſtematical. That all ſublunary things, and 
kingdoms amongſt them, periſh and die 
away, I am not now to learn; but that na- 
ture has traced the bounds of exiſtence to 


all its productions ſeems a poſition rather 


problematical. The body natural indeed 
has its period when the animal functions 
decay, and calmly we welcome death; but 
there never does occur a moment, in which wy 
it is allowed us to deſpair of the common- 


wealth, The body-politic, it muſt not be 


| diſſembled, is ſubject to convulſions that 
; ſhake its frame, to flow diſorders that con- 
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ſume its vigour, and to ſpaſms that elevate 15 
for a while, to plunge it into deeper dejec- 
tion afterwards. Activity, it is true, ſtrains 
all its efforts; repoſe is apt to relax; and 


civil contention breaks the conſtitutional 


ſtrength: but not one of theſe accidents is 
mortal in its nature. Nations have been 
ſaved from the very brink of deſtruction; 5 


they have emerged from the very depth of 


miſery ; and after ſtruggling through the ſe- Þ 
vereſt criſis have been reanimated to a vi- Þ 
gour unknown before. The declenſion of 
ſtates is not therefore marked out; the 
line is not drawn, like the limits of human 


life. Old age is unknown to the body-po- 


litic; it is the chimera of miſtaken theoriſts. 
| The ſame ardour of hope that inſpirits the 


heart of valour, may extend 1ts influence, 
and give animation for any length of time. 


The conſtitution of the empire is now en- 


feebled, or rather it has ſunk into a languid 
ſtate: but for every poiſon there is an an- 
tidote in nature, and it behoves us to diſ- 
cern it. Let us inveſtigate i it together, ſaid 


the emperor ; there will be ſomething ſooth- 


ing in the reſearch : but before we think of 
the remedy, let us trace the diſorder to its 
firſt principles.—I am willing to enter into 
the diſcuſſion, replied Beliſarius, and it will 
furniſh us ample matter for our future 
| wertig 
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CHAP. XL. 


fary to retrieve its ancient honours ! His 


new ſyſtem of government was a maſter- 


ſtroke of human wit: the ”retorian bands 
aboliſhed ; the children of _ your and 
helpleſs adopted by the itate * e autho- 
rity of the prefect wiftr bred _ more 


hands, + and we -akened of courſe; the lands 
upon the irontiers aſſigned to 3 veteran 


foldiers, who formed an Agrarian army for 
the 


N Hen le parent cb unable to maintain 15 child, 
the tate took the charge upon 1%. -if, and the infant was 


| educated at the expence of the public: and this law Con- 
| ftantine directed to be engraved on marble, that he might 
| perpetuate it through all Jucce{ſive ages. 


t Zou. 10. 11, cap. 33. 


HE next day, Juſtinian was impatient 
to ſee Beliſarius. He longed to have 
the veil torn off which hid the lurking mil- 
chiefs of the empire, and he preſſed with 
| eagernets to the interview. Belifarius da- 
. ted his reflections from the æra of Conſtan- 
tine. How much is it to be lamented, ſaid 
the hero, that ſo enlarged a genius, with all 
that firmneſs, that ſpirit of enterprize, ſhould _ 
egregiouſly miſtake the fitneſs of the means 
to produce the end deſired, and exert for 
the extinction of the empire more vigour 
and activity, than would have been neceſ- 
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the defence of the empire; ; this was indeed 
a wiſe inſtitution, a large and comprehenſive 
policy. Why did not he adhere entirely to 


a plan fo juſt and ſimple? He did not fee, 


or he was unwilling to ſee, that, to tranl. 


— 


ternal policy, compact within itſe 
to be defended. Such was the advantage of 
Italy. The hand of nature ſeemed to have 
made it a reſidence for the maſters of the 
world. The mountains and the ſea, whith 


plant the ſeat of empire, it mult be torn up 
by the very roots. In vain did he propoſe 


to himſelf that the city he was founding 
ſhould be a ſecond Rome; in vain was the 
latter deſpoiled of its richeſt ornaments for 
the decoration of the former: it was a mere 
theatrical ſhifting of ſcenery, the gaudy S 
ſpectacle of a pantomime. 5 | 
You aſtoniſh me, ſaid Tiberius, interrupt- E 

ing him ; I was uſed to think the capital of Þ 
the world more advantageouſly ſituated up- 
on the Boſphorus, i in the middle of two ſeas, 
and betwe:n Europe and Aſia, than in the 
heart of Italy, upon the banks of a river, 
- which ſcarce deſerves the name of navigable. | 
Conſtantine thought as you do, replied 

Beliſarius, and he was miſtaken, The ſtate 


which is obliged to carry war into foreign 
territories, mult be e by + found in- 


incloſe it, formed a ſtrong barrier againſt 
invaſion : guard but the Alps, and Rome 
was guarded too. If that fence proved too 

5 weak 
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; weak to repel the enemy, the Appennines 
} afforded a ſafe retreat, and ferved as a ram- 
part to half Italy. It was there that Ca- 
millus gave the Gauls a ſignal overthrow; 
and in that ſpot Narſes obtained his brilliant 
. victory, over Totila. 9 
At preſent the empire has no fixed im- 
moveable centre; but lies open and ex- 
poſed to all the aſſaults of fortune. Aſk 
the Scythian, the Sarmatian, and the Scla- 
 vonian, whether the Heber, the Danube, 

| and the Tanais, are barriers to obſtruct their 

* march? On that ſide Byzantium is our only 5 
| fence; that its walls are not in due repair is 
not the circumſtance that grieves me moſt. 
When Rome was the ſeat of empire, the 
eſtabliſhed policy of government was able 
to carry the vigour of its laws from the 
centre to the extremity of the ſtate: all 
Italy was under its immediate influence, 
within the reach of the adminiſtration: the 
law gave the tone to the manners, and the 


manners in their turn made grave and faith- 


ful miniſters of juſtice. We have indeed 
now the ſame inſtitutions; but as all is 
tranſplanted from the place of its growth, 


the conſequence is, that every thing droops, 


as if regretting its native ſoil, T he empire 1 
is not collected in itſelf, as it was before: it 


is enlarged, a: d thereby weakened, The 
national character has Joſt its ſpirit : even 


the endearing name of Country is gone 
—— from 


| 


118 B ELISARI US. 
from amongſt us. Italy was el for 
men who imbibed with their firſt breath IK 
the love of their country, and grew to man- 
hood amidſt the exerciſes of the Campus 
Martius. At preſent, where is the cradle, 
and where the ſchool of warriors? The 
Dalmarians, the Illyrians, and the Thra- 
cians, who are now mingled with us, are in 
fact as foreign as the Numidians and the 
Moors. Noc common intereſt to unite them 
in one common cauſe, no kindred ſpirit to 
actuate and inſpire them. Remember that 
2 are Romans, ſaid a commander to his 
ſoldiers, in the days of the old republic; 


and that ſhort harangue was of efficacy to 


brace their nerves for labour, and to render 
them invincible in battle. What animating 
topic have we to inſiſt upon ? Shall we ſay, 
Remember that you are Armenians, Numidians, 
or Dalmatians ? We are no longer one body- 
politic, and there lies the cauſe of our debi- 
lity. The projectors of our new ſettlement 


were not aware that to form that coalition, 


that unity of intereſts, which we call our 
country, requires the progreſſive toil of 
ages, the ſlow and imperceptible working of 


ſentiment, habit, and opinion. Our new 


city was embelliſhed by Conſtantine with 


ſtatues of Roman heroes; but alas ! the 
policy was ineffectual, for the men whoſe 


images we only ſaw, lived and breathed the 
fame of Taber in the The ge- 


nius 
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nius that inſpired them, did not embark on 5 
board our ſhips 3 we imported inanimate. 
marble only. Paulus Emilius, the Scipios, 


and the Catos, are filent here and mute; 


they are foreigners at Byzantium; but at 


Rome they harangued the people, and the 


people underſtood and felt them. 


I do not perceive, faid Juſtinian, but the 


empire, ſince the ſeat of government was 
removed, has enjoyed a truer ſtate of peace 
and ſecurity, than it knew at Rome for 
a long ſeries of years. The people there 
had fallen into degeneracy, and the ſenate 
| dunk deeper in ſhame and ſervitude. 


When the adminiſtration is confided to 


improper hands, replied Bclilarius, the 
ſtrength and dignity of every ſtate will be 
impaired, and a train of calamities muſt en- 
que. At Rome, however, nothing but one 
good reign was wanting to recal the con- 
ftitution to its firſt principles. Take a view 
of Adrian's adminiſtration : the ſtate ſeem- 
ed under him to riſe out of its ruins, Be- 
hold Marcus Aurelius upon the throne : to 
what an height of glory and magnificence 
was the condition of the empire Taiſed by 
the conduct of that excellent prince]! Ro- 
man virtue has been often eclipſed, but not 
| extinguiſhed : whenever a prince appeared 


of a genius to rekindle the ſpirit of his 


country, the latent fire was always ready to 
mount into a blaze. But alas ! every prin- 
ee Saadat. <ipl 
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ciple of virtue is now deſtroyed : the ſeed 


muſt be ſown again; and that muſt be 1 


arduous taſk of a long reign, founded 1 


| 
' 
1 
; 
g 


— — - * 


juſtice, moderation, and wiſdom. Nothing 
but a prodigy of this ſort can redeem us in 
this juncture. Our very victories may be 
the ruin of the ſtate. We have an hundred 


enemies to cope with, and thoſe enemies 
have but one. An idea is conceived that 


they may be all ſubdued; and yet one is 
no ſooner cruſhed, but he riſes again; a 
freſh foe is ever ready to find us employ- 
ment, and by a rapidity of ſucceſſion, they 

give breathing-time to each other. By this 


diverſion of our arms a conſtant alarm is 


kept up, and the ſtare, thus diſtracted, grows 


feeble every day. The march of armies to 
various and diſtant Places conſumes our 
\ ſtrength ; the vigour of our meaſures ſtrains 


every nerve, to relax us more in the end; 


and every victory is a wound which has not 
time to cloſe. Thus, after an exertion of 
all the powers of the empire to maintain its 


own importance, a fingle day ſhall ſhake it 


to its foundation, and Tender the labour of 
twenty years abortive in a ſingle hour. Re- 
collect how often, under the preſent reign, 


our ſtandard has been hurried about che 
world, from the Tiber to the Euphrates, 
and from the Euphrates to the Danube! 


And now what is the conſequence ? what 
. the fruit of lo. many victories, under 
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Mundus, Germanicus, Salomon, Narſes, 
and myſelf, if I may be added to the num- 
ber? A peace 15 all we have een at 
laſt. = 
And if our e exhauſt us, ſaid the 
emperor, it is right to bring things to that 
concluſion. 

To buy a peace, replied Beliſarius, is 
not the way to prevent the calamities of 
war. The ſavage of the North has nothing 
in view but booty; and if he is ſue of 
gaining it, his motive to frequent incur- 
ſions grqws the ſtronger. The Perſian need 
only ipread an alarm every year through 
our faireſt Provinces in Alia, and he goes 
back loaded with our money. A new way 
of exterminating the plunderer, by holding 
forth the booty that invites him! The 
price of peace becomes the principle of war; 

and our emperors, by exhauſting their ſub- 
1 have pampered and infla ned the ava- 
rice of their enemies. 

You affect me deeply, ſail Juſtinian; 
what bulwark would you oppoſe to the in- 
vaſions of the enemy ?—A good army, re- 
plied Beliſarius; and, a above all, a people 

tree and happy. When the barbarians ruſh 
into our provinces, they are attracted by 
the love of plunder; and though they leave 
deſolation and hatred behind them, yet their 
purpoſe is anſwered if they leave impreſ- 
lions of terror alſo, The calc is different 
e with 
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its government to mankind, it may as well 


abdicate; for it is a ſelf- evident propoſi- 
tion, that all authority founded on fear will 


row weak at every remove from the ca- 


| pital, till at laſt, fading by degrees, it is 
Joſt in diſtance. To rule by the medium 
bf fear from Taurus to the Alps, and from 


Caucaſus to the foot of Atlas, is an impoſ- 


ſiblility in politics. If the ſubject groans 
under the weight of his grievances, and 
power ſupports itſelf by the ſweat of his 

brov, of what moment is it to him whether 
Romays or Perſians are his oppreſtors ? 
| The authority that burdens us will never 
be well defended ; and the nation that has 
not ſpirit to reſiſt oppreſſion, will crouch 

with tame acquieſcence under the firſt de- 
liverer that appears. Would you give ſta- 
bility to government? lay your foundation 
in the affections of mankind; and the af- 
fections of mankind are ever attached to 
the principles of humanity, of beneficence, 
integrity, public faith, and zeal for the 
happineſs of millions. Thoſe are the vir- 
tues that command a willing people. The 
ſpirit of the conſtitution is then diffuſed over 
the whole dominion, alive and active in 


each diſtant part; the people are all as one 


hand and one heart, and every province 13 


the ſeat of government. 
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T ſhall have frequent occaſion to allude 


to myſelf, continued Belifarius ; and, my 


worthy young man, ſaid he to Tiberius, 


by appealing to my experience you have 


made all apology for egotiſm unneceſſary. 
When I had the conduct of the war in 


Africa, I conſidered thoſe regions as part 
of my native country. The regular and 


ſtrict diſcipline, which] eſtabliſhed through- _ 
out my army, procured the good- will of 
mankind, and attracted plenty from every 
quarter. In a little time I had the ſatisfac- 
tion of ſeeing my camp reſorted to as a 
ſanctuary by every various people, who 
_ crowded to my ſtandard and hited under 
me. The day which ſaw me enter Car- 
thage at the head of a victorious army, did 


not hear a ſingle groan : neither the quiet 


nor the uſual employments of the citizens 


ſuffered on the occaſion : induſtry and com- 


-merce purſued their intereſts, as if it had 
been a time of profound peace; and in re- 


turn for this benefit felt by all orders of 
men, 1t was. in my power to become the 


king of a people who called me their com- 


mon father. The ſame happened to me 


in Italy: there the native inhabitants ga- 
thered about me in crowds, reſigning them- 
elves to the empire; and at Ravenna I re- 
ceived the ſupplications of the Goths im- 


ploring their conqueror to be their ſove- 
reign, Behold here the influence, the em- 
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pire of humanity, Do not ſuſpect that Tam 


here my own panegyriſt: all my merit 


conſiſted in following the leſſons the very 


barbarians gave me. Yes, even the bar- 
barians can boaſt their Titus and their Mar- 
cus Aurelius. Theodoric and Totila de- 
ſerved the love of human kind. Ye cities 
of Italy! exclaimed Beliſarius, what a con- 
traſt have you ſeen between us and the 

barbarians! At Naples in particular, my 

eyes beheld men, women, and children, 
flaughtered in one common carnage, 1 
25 flew to their aſſiſtance : I ſnatched the un- 
happy, the innocent victims from the fury 


of an incenſed foldiery : but I was ſingle in 


oppoſition to them, and my entreaties were 


loſt in air: the men whoſe duty it was to 


ſecond me, were intent on plunder. The 
Tame place was reduced by the generous 


Totila. T hrice-happy prince | he had the 


glory of ſaving it from the ravage of his 


troops, His deportment was that of a ten- 
der father in the midſt of his family. Hu- 


manity cannot diſplay a ſcene more truly 
pathetic than this generous prince exerting 
his beſt offices for the proteCtion of a people 
that ſurrendered to his arms. It was the 


ſame at Rome; that very Rome which ſaw 


the officers of the empire, in the midſt of 

all the horrors of a famine, carrying on the 
deteſtable trade of a monopoly. It was in. 
this manner our enemies conciliated the at- 


fections 
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EELISA NI US ng 
fections of mankind. Their juſtice and 


moderation hurt us more than their valour. 
How, on our part, did we counteract. 
their virtues? In no ſhape whatever: the 
inhumanity, the avarice, and tyranny of 


our commanders leagued with the enemy, 
and ſeryed their cauſe. I had no ſooner re- 


ſigned the command in Italy, than the ſame- 
| Goths, whole proffered crown I had juſt. 
refuſed, with one general conſent, with a 
kind of epidemic ſpirit, kindled to indig- 
nation by the malverſation of, thoſe who ſuc ! 
ceeded me, reſolved at once to ſhake off the 

yoke, Hence the reign of Totila, and all 


the misfortunes of Italy, When I had ſub- 


dued the Vandals, it was my ambition to- 


ſettle terms of amity between the empire 
and the Moors; and 1 thought I had ſan 


ceeded to my ſatisfaction : but my back 
was ſcarcely turned when our honourable 
plunderers, our chiefs, who made war a. 


gainful trade, our illuſtrious ſons of riot 


and rapacity, infringed every treaty I had 
made, and let looſe the moſt horrible vio- 
lence to pillage their cities and deſolate 
their fields. By deſperation the Moors 
were ſoon rouzed to vengeance, and our 
provinces were deluged with blood. From: 
_ oppreſſion ſprung revolt, and all the bands 


of peace were rent aſunder. 


From the ſame cauſes in the heart of . 


empire the ſame effects are been produ- 
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cad. Imbecility in miniſters, avarice in pro- 
conſuls, iphumanity and deſpotiſm in the 


governors of cities and of provinces; theſe 


are the enormities which I have ſeen in 
every quarter. To thele it is owing, that 
; every department of government is now be- 


come an intolerable charge to the people. 
In order to enforce a paſſive obedience un- 


der the burthen, recourſe is had to meaſures 
of the moſt grievous nature: the militia 
has been aboliſhed, and the ſubject has been 
excluded from the ſacerdotal order; nay, 


the right of alienating their property has 


been wreſted from them; and, to crown the 
Whole with what will ſcarcely be believed, 


they are deprived of the miſerable liberty 
of becoming bondmen. Can it be expected. 
that, haraſſed thus cruelly, the people will 


de reconciled to the yoke that galls them? 
Can there exiſt in their idea any ties of inte- 
reſt, or of duty, between them and their 
oppreſſors? The burſt of every groan that 
deipair and miſery extort, is inſtantly pro- 
claimed treaſon ; and armies are marched 
to carry fire and ſword through the pro- 
vinces. A new and cruel way of reducing 
mankind to obedience by their total ruin! 
and then, of what uſe are ſubjects thus re- 
duced, and broken-hearted under a load of 
grievances? A well- governed people ſhould. 
be at once both ſpirited and complying 3 
and both theſe qualities would unite, were: 


they, 


LIS ARI US. 7 
they not prevented by the pride and arro- 
gance of little tyrants, who too often make 
the reign of a well-diſpoſed prince an odious 
ſyſtem of cruelty and arbitrary power. 

It is upon miniſters, and all the little ſub- 
ſtitutes of authority, that a ſovereign muſt 
depend for the love or the hatred of mankind. 
He ought therefore to watch them with a 
careful and a jealous eye. They are too often 
the moſt cruel enemies he has; for of all the 
evils that can attend a prince, the averſion 
of his people is the worſt, and yet that is 
brought upon him by his officers of ſtate. 
Whatever they dare for the gratification of 
ſpleen, pride, avarice, and their mean capri- 
cious paſſions, it is all, in miniſterial lan- 
guage, the direction of the ſovereign; it is 
for the tupport of government. Though 
they are the planners of every pernictous 
project, yet, in carrying it into execution, 
they are, if you will believe them, but ſer- | . 
vants of the crown; and thus the prince is. 
| made the involuntary unconſcious ſcourge 
of a people he loves. My dear Tiberius, 
| continued the hero, if ever your royal ma- 
= After has the happineſs of embracing you as 
his friend, let it be your advice never to. 
ſlacken the reins of authority, that all who. 
are under it may feel the curb of juſtice. 
Every act of petty tyranny committed in 
the name of the prince, is ſure to ſully the 
luſtre of his crown with the tears of the. 
Re 7 afflicted... 
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28 BELISARIUS. 
afflicted. An evil adminiſtration is a libel 


upon the character of the ſovereign. But 


when 1niquity 1s controuled, when corrup- 


tion is checked, and the grievances of the 
lubject redrefſed by a patriot prince, the 
complaints of injured men will indeed be 
addreſſed to the threne, but no murmur- 
ings againſt it will ever be heard. The in- 
digna ation of the ſubject will be pointed at 
its proper object; it will purſue the au- 
thors of public miſchief, while the good and 
upright ſovereign ſtill poſſeſſes the affections 


of a grateful peopie. 


There is nothing, interpoſed Juſtinian, : 
nore beautiful in theory, than a prince at- 
= 1ents of every minute 
z="wheelin-the great machine of government, 


tending to the mov 


But the objects are too complicated, and he 
would be diſtracted by the multiplicity of 
views. To hear the complaints of the ſub- 
ject, and to examine things to the bottom, 


ſo as to decide in all caſes with Juſtice and 


moderation, would indeed be an illuſtrious 
tall, but it is greatly above the powers of 
any prince whatever. 


Thoſe are the phantoms of difficulty, re- 


plied Belifarius, that are conjured up to de- 
ter him from the taſk ; ; but thoſe phantoms, 
when examined with a ſtedfaſt eye, diſcover 


_ themſelves to be mere mockery, and they 
_ vaniſh. The art of governing, we ſhall ſee 
to morrow, is by no means fo complicated, 
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as politic men would make us believe. 
Farewel, my friends. You ſee how, of my 


own accord, I now engage myſelf more 


deeply in this diſcuſſion than 1 at firſt in- 
tended. To rule ideal kingdoms 1 is a kind 
of caſtle- building which the imagination of 


man is fond of indulging ; and there are 
few, 1 believe, who in their viſionary reign: 
and their dreams of power, do not, like my- 


ſelf, think themſelves capable of regulating 
the fate of empires. Political theories, 5 
ſaid Juſtinian, are often the delirious chi- 


meras of the vulgar, but they are, at the 
ſame time, the noble ſpeculations of the 
ſage and the Philoſopher. 


| "The emperor withdrew, deeply impreſſed ” 
with the reflections and the reaſonings he 


had heard. That very night at ſupper, it 
was obſerved by his courtiers, that the ſtate 
never knew. a better or more flouriſhing. 
condition. Without doubt, ſaid Juſtinian, 


addreſſing himſelf to the flattering train, the 


empire muſt be in a flouriſhing way, for 


you. riot in abundance; it muſt be happy 


alſo, for you are diflblved in eaſe and luxu- 
ry. The people, in your eſtimate, paſs for 
a mere cypher, and the court with you is 
deemed the empire. At theſe words they 
all looked down diſcountenanced. The re— 


mark of the emperor was thought to pro- 


ceed from that ſpleen which had of late 
overcaſt his mind, and which they all agreed, | 
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was entirely occaſioned by his late confe- 
rences with Tiberius. Tiberius, ſaid they, 
is a young zealot, whoſe imagination is 
overheated with. the enthuſiaſm of virtue 
and popular humanity. A man of that. 
character is always dangerous at court; he 
muſt be removed from the e 8 pre- = 
Hence. 
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T\VH E. next 5 while the new intrigue 
at court was hatching its deligns, 7 
_ the blind old hero, and his two gueſts, 
reſumed the thread of their diſcourſe. _ 
The ſovereign, ſaid Belifarius, who. 
means to be a real, and not a nominal 
prince, ought to know how to reduce. 
things to their moſt ſimple principles. His. 
| firſt care ſhould be to inform himſelf of the 
true intereſts of his people, and the conduct 
they expect he ſhould obſerve. + That 
alone, ſaid Tiberius, is a large field of con- 
templation.— But it is not a perplexed 
contemplation, ſaid Beliſarius; nothing can 
be more ſimple; for the wants of an indi- 
vidual are the wants of all, and each of us 
knows intuitively, what 1s good and fit for 
the whole human ſpecies. As for inſtance, 
ai 


+ Semper offcis forgitar uilitati domi num conſulens. 
et Reiten, _ Cicero de Off, 3. 
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faid he to the young man, if it were your 
lot to be employed in the labours of huſ- 
bandry, what would you expect from the 
benevolence of your ſovereign -I ſhould. 
expect, anſwered Tiberius, ſecurity for the 


fruits of my induſtry, and an unmoleſted 


right, after the dues. of the crown were 


paid, to enjoy my gettings with my wife 


and children. I ſhould defire to. be pro- 
_ tected in my property againſt fraud and 


rapine, and to ee myſelf and my family 


fate from violence, injuſtice, and oppreſ- 
ſion.— Very well! replied Beliſarius; in. 
that conſiſts the whole: every citizen, ac- 
cording to. his diſtinctive rank, requires. 
the ſame, and nothing more. Now the: 


prince, on his part, continued Beliſarius, 


what does he demand of his ſubjects?— 
Obedience to his laws, neceſſary ſupplies, 


and a proper force to ſupport his own. dig 


nity, and the authority of Government.— 
That again 1s ſimple and juſt, ſaid Beliſa- 


rius. With regard now to the people in their 
relation to one another, what are their re- 


ciprocal duties? To live in peace and. 
harmony, to injure no man, to leave to. 
every one the quiet poſſeſſion of his own, and. 
in all tranſactions to preſerve an honeſt in- 


tercourſe and good faith. — In that ſtate of. 


the caſe, my worthy friend, ſaid Beliſarius, 


we have an epitome of human happinels :: 


bar that end you lee that law has no need 
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to be voluminous. Twelve tables, at one 


time, comprized the laws of Rome; ; and 


AC time was at leaſt as eligible as the pre- 
What we call juſt, is the ballance of 

what is uſeful, and the liquidation of 
what is coming to each individual from 
the aggregate of public good. Let equity 
adjuſt this account, and the code which 
dey it, need not be long. But equity is 
now embroiled with complications, that 
have ſwelled to an unwieldy fize, This 
miſchief is owing to the capricious detail of 
an arbitrary diſpoſition, which ſets up its 
own caprice in the place of law, and then 
makes the law as vague and uncertain as 
that very caprice itſelf: it is owing to a 
poor pulillanimity, that with ſollicitude . 
. ever inventing new ſnares to entangle civil 


liberty: it is owing to the pride and Jea - 


louſy of power, which never thinks it can 
make its weight ſufficiently felt: and in 
ſhort, it is owing to a vain defire of ſuper- 
intending a multipli icity of minute objects, 
which would all work themſelves clear, and 
be properly adjuſted without any ſuch ſu- 
5 perintendence. A digeſt has been made 
in the preſent reign of edicts vas Rſs 
without number; but after all, it is the 


ſchool for lawyers, and not for the 1 


whereas it is the people who ought to be 
inſtructed in their duties and their rights. 


Every citizen ought, in the firſt inltance. 
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£0 be his own judge: it is fit, therefore, : 


that every citizen ſhould know diſtinctly 
and with preciſion what is preſcribed, for- 


bid, and permitted by the law, To this 
end there need only be a few good laws, 
ſimple, clear, ſenſible, and eaſy in their ap- 
= plication to the actions of men. This 
Fl would facilitate the adminiſtration of 
© juſtice, and abridge the detail of ſubtleties 
that now entangle it. For when the rights 
and the duties annexed to civil conduct, 
are univerſally felt and underſtoud, the 
ſubject exults in his ſecurity, and acquieſces 


in ſubordination: he perceives the aſcer- 


tained degree of political liberty, which he 
gains in return for the reſignation of his 
natural privileges to the authority of the 
ſtate; and finding his own private advan- 
tage in the public ſafety, he learns to re- 
verence the wiſdom of that inſtitution, 
which has united both in fo beautiful a 
connection, I would aſk to what reaſon. 
is it to be aſſigned, that the ſubject is ſo 
often refractory to the authority of govern- 
ment? It is becauſe the laws, which limit 
and abridge the liberty of the people, are 
ever expounded with rigour ; while, on the 
other hand, thoſe which favour natural 


freedom, receive too often a negligent, a 
lemporiing contruction.. Bur this abuſe 


would x 


+ Lepis wvirtus 12 en, imperar e, VHHAres permitte e. 


fir. Pand. Lib. 1. . 57 


PPP Ao AS A W Ae BIR Oo wo 


154 BELISARIUS: 


vould be effectually remedied by the fair 
ſimplicity of a. popular code, or a ſyſtem 
adapted to the capacity of the whole com- 
munity; from whence it would reſult, 
that the judges, obſerving mankind ſuf. 
ficiently inſtructed in the rules of right, nay 
in a capacity to appeal from them to a 
known, preciſe, and determinate Jaw, would 
be upon their guard not to make it com- 
ply with occaſions, or to vary the ſpirit of. 
it according to their own diſcretion. = 
Ol laws, which are deſigned to entrench. 
upon the rights of the ſubject, thoſe that. 
faſten upon property are the worſt, and 


moſt liable to abuſe. They are not indeed 0 


levelled at the lives and liberties of the N 
people; but the hands of the people are 


never tied up, but with an intention to 


plunder them. Of the exceſſes, moreover, 


committed by the officers of the revenue, 


there is ſcarcely ever one that does not in- 
volve in it the crime of avarice. This. 
then is the firſt object to which the ſo- 
vereign's eye ſnould be directed; it ſnould 
be his firſt care to eſtabliſh the collection. 
of his taxes upon the cleareſt and moſt in- 
telligible ſyſtem. While impoſts are mul- 
tiplied, and the laws * that eſtabliſh the 
taxation, continue vague, complex, and 

uncertain; 


* Sub n wedigalia, non lege ac rationt, 


fd arbitratu imperatorum procefſerunt.. Buling: De fr i= 
Gut. ac vectig. P. R. 
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uncertain; the adminiſtration of this whole 
department will ever be captious, fraudu- 
lent, and oppreſſive. Theſe laws, there- 


fore, muſt be rendered as ſimple as poſ- 
ſible; they muſt be penned with accuracy 


and preciſion; and the tax itſelf, that in- 


diſpenſible demand of government *, ſhould 


be equal, eaſy, and founded in the fitneſs 
of things: it ſhould be one general impoſt, 
though varied in its application to nary 
wiſe and good purpoſes; and finally, it 
ſhould be uniform throughout the x So | 
like the tribute or tythe which Sicily 
paid with pleaſure to the Romans, or like 
that which was levied in Aſia, þ in pro- 
Portion to the annual increaſe or loſs, and 
gained for Cæſar, the author of it, the af- _ 
fections of mankind. Were the finances. 
thus regulated, Fraud would not be able 
to entrench itſelf in the labyrinths of law, 
and the || abſurdity of edits: but the | 
right eſtabliſhed upon clear and ſimple 
principles, 
N Sinton; neque quies / / ne armis, neque utrumgue ff ene 
ſributis haberi poſſunt. Liv. lib. i. 
I Omnis ager Siciliæ Decumanus. Buling. ubi fupra. 
.T Yide App. De bello civ. lib. 5. Pro anni copia 


wel inopia, uberius (ex Afi a) vel ain, vecr gal ex- 
actum eſti. Dio. lib. 45. 


| The emperors laid a duty 08 urine, dof, ordure,. 


dead bodies, ſmoke, air, &c. There were rights of the. 
KB turf, the ht gh way, ſhorage, duties upon carr iages, beaſts 
* cf burthen, 1 c. et gue alia (ſays Tacitus) exactionibus 


illicitis Nomina ene in. vener uni. Fide Buling. bi 
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principles, would carry the cleareſt evidence 
of truth along with it, and that truth would 
draw the line to circumſcribe the power 
of the officers. Thus the laws of taxation, 
by ceaſing to be arbitrary, would ceaſe to 
be deteſtable. | 
You are aware, faid the emperor, of the 
reaſoning that encounters theſe principles: 
make taxation ſimple, and you reduce it at 
the ſame time. I wiſh to do ſo, feplied Be- 
liſarius.— But, reſumed Juſtinian, if the 
people are left too much at eaſe, by a natu- 
ral conſequence they grow lazy, arrogant, 
rebellious, and untractable.—Gracious Hea- 
ven! exclaimed Beliſarius; will aſſuring 
to men the fruits of their labour, give them 
an averſion from induſtry? Will men be- 
come rebels, becauſe their happineſs is ſe - 
cured and promoted ? But the fear is, that 
they will prove arrogant! Alas ! .I know 
that little tyrants would be glad to fee them 
crouch like ſlaves under the maſter's laſh. 
But I would defire to know, to whom 
ſhould the ſubject bend, while his conduct 
is free from reproach or guilt! There is no 
power on earth, but that of the laws and of 
the legal ſovereign, to which an honeſt mem- 
ber of ſociety owes any deference, I would 
aſk further, Will uſurpation be as ſure of. 
having obedience paid to it, as will that 
mild authority, which creates for itſelf a. 
kind of paternal empire over the hearts of 


__ " AAA , 
— Lee 
i.” # + * 


1 tion, and efteem ? Believe me, I know the 


character of the people: they are not what 


they are repreſented. Are they diſpirited, 
# nay diſaffected? It is owing to their grie- 


they grown reluctant to command ? It is 


| pearing ſyſtematical. The principle upon 
which they ground themſelves, is, that 
the race of man lives in ſubſerviency to a 
very ſmall part of the ſpecies, and that the 
world was made for the uſe of themſelves. 
and a few leading men. Alt is an inconceiv- 
2 able pride, ſaid Juſtinian, and yet a pride 
too common to the human mind. Not 
n ſo common as you imagine, replied Beli- 
Cc ſarius; we hear it indeed often, but it is 
10* rom men who are acting a part; it is a ſort 
of . paradox in politics that never had one 
m- fincere believer. I will venture to ſay, there 
d I ever yet exiſted a perſon of common-lenſe, 
« | however eminent his ſtation, who, upon a 
at 


Fomparative view of himſelf and the peo- 
ee | $ Ile, who ſupport, who nouriſh, and defend 


* did not ſhrink back with humility in- 
© himſelf; for he feels his imbecillity, his 


necefſi 
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men, by works of beneficence, and by ge- 
nerous deeds that call for gratitude, affec- 


vances. Is their temper ſowered ? and are 


= becauſe they find themſelves for ever acquir- 
ing, and never ſure of poſſeſſing. In ſober 
1 ſadneſs, this is the truth: but it is diſco- 
= Joured with art; deſigning men dogmatize | 
on the ſubject, and they endeavour to give 
their falſhood the air and ſanction of ap- 
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neceſſities, and his ſtate of dependence. == 
His pride is a maſk, a mere aſſumed. cha- 
racter; but the miſchief | is, he is fo prac- | 


tiſed in the character, that he has learned 


to play it well, and to impoſe upon his au- 
_ cence. May Heaven preſerve your royal 
friend, my worthy Tiberius, from this fatal 


illuſion That he may be effectually pre- 
ſerved from it, direct his attention to the 


early periods and primitive condition of ci- 
vil ſociety: he will then obſerve three claſ- 


| ſes of men, each ſubſiſting in a ſtate of reci- 


| Procal aid and dependance: the huſband- |? 

man, in the firſt place, employed in the 
cultivation of the earth for the ſupport of 
life; the artificer, ſecondly, whoſe occupa- 


tion it was to give to the materials of the 


earth their relative forms and fitneſs for uſe; 
and, thirdly, the ſtateſman, or able politi- 


cian, who conſecrated himſelf to the arts of 
government for the good order and well- 


being of ſociety. In this federal union not 


one of the parties is uſeleſs or inactive: the 
advantage of mutual ſuccour is circulated 
in full exertion through all the members, ac- 
cording to the powers of each ; and thus 
| bodily force, labour, and induſtry, intellec- 
_ tual ability, the faculties of the mind, ſupe- 
rior talents, and eminent virtues, all conſpire 
and act in concert for the general good. 
This order of things, ſimple, natural, and 
regular as it may appear, is the true analy 
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fis of government : theſe are the original | 
forms into which political ceconomy muſt 
* relolve itſelf ; theſe the firſt ee to 
= which it is reducible. Ce + 
You cannot but obſerve what an outrage 
it would be againſt all good ſenſe and order, 
if any one of theſe claſſes ſhould revolt 
againſt the others: you muſt ſee that they 
are all equally dependant, and equally con- 
ducive to each other; and that if a prefe- 


lar, it muſt to the huſbandman, inaſmuch as 
the ſupport of life is the firſt great principle 
and deſire of nature; the art, therefore, 
that nouriſhes man muſt be the firſt of arts. 
= Butas this art accompliſhes its end by me- 
thods eaſy and ſure; as it is expoſed to no 
= danger, and requires an exertion of the moſt, 
common and ordinary powers; it is right 
that the more delicate arts, Which demand. 
talents, virtues, and the moſt refined acquire- 
ments, ſhould. meet with the higheſt encou- 
ragement. For this reaſon, therefore, the 
arts that adminiſter to the firſt wants of 
life, will not be held in the greateſt eſtima - 
tion, and indeed they do not aſpire to it. 
But inaſmuch as it would be impolitic on 
the one hand, to over- rate them, ſo it would 
be unjuſt on the other, and repugnant to 
the intereſts of humanity, to degrade them 
|: into o contempt. i 
i Let 


rence can be aſcribed to any one in particu- _ 


140 BELISARIUS. 
Let your friend, my good Tiberius, be 


upon his guard againſt the approaches of 
this ſtupid diſdain : on the contrary, it will 


behove him to cheriſh, as the nurſe of him- 
ſelf and of human kind; this too much 
deſpiſed, though excellent and beneficial 


branch of induſtry. It is juſt, in the ar- 
rangement of things, that the people mould 
labour for the two other claſſes of ſociety, 


which co operate with tl for the good 


of the whole, and contribute largely to the 
ſupport of that power which forms the de- 
fence of the community. The earth was 


ordained to ſupply the nurture of man, and 


to thoſe who encreaſe its fertility, the firſt 
maintenance is due: this is juſtice to the 
| huſbandman ; and the ſtate, in rating him 


to the charges of government, muſt be * 


careful to lay the tax upon his lame . 
only. If the ſole recompence of hard 


and unremitting labour were no more than 


the mere privilege of leading an unde- 
_ firable and wretched life, the cultivators of | 
the earth could no longer be deemed a part 
of the political aſſociation, but would re- 
main in a ſtate of ſlavery :- their condition 
would be intolerable ; they would ruſh 
from their rank, turn order into anarchy, or 
elſe put a ſtop to the propagation of ſo ma- 
vy miſerable. beings, and ſo annihilate the 


_ rank itſelf. 


This was 1 maxim of Henry IV. ot W 3: 


| and of all good Kings. 
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 BELISARIUS un 
It muſt be allowed, faid Juſtinian, that 
_ they are too much depreſſed ; but happily 


little 1s wanting to that race of men, enured 


as they are to penury and labour]! Beyond 
the excitements of appetite and the firſt 
wants of nature their ambition never rifes ; 


let them have bread, and they have content 


along with it. 


To ſay the truth, my good neighbour, 


replied Belifarius, one would imagine that 
yo had lived your days in courts, for you 
are maſter of the language. What you 
have now advanced, rings for ever in the car 
of a prince, that he may be the more readi- 
5 ly induced to pillage his people, and that 
he may do it without remorſe. The people, 
it is true, have not the inordinate wants, 
which luxury has created in the higher 
ranks of life; and therefore, they are more 
likely to be reaſonable in their complaints 
and their demands. The more frugal and 
modeſt their way of life, the more ſober and 
temperate their manners, the ſtronger is the 
preſumption that when they remonſtrate 0 
their grievances, they do it with ſufficient 
provocation. In the court dictionary, to 
want the neceſſaries of life implies the want 
1 of abllity to maintain twenty uleleſs horſes, 
and as many idle drones in livery: in the 
= honeſt meaning of the ſimple huſband- 
man, it is to want wherewithal to nouriſh. 


a poor old father, bending under years and 
Fe VVV in- 


k 
14 
ky 
1 
4M 
, 
1 
\ : {| 
N 
H 
Ei}! 
N 
1 
1 1 
| 1-600 
# * 
6. 
& + 
29 
N 
7 
"i 
4 
15 
; ! 
BOY: 
b 
; * 
1 
4 35 
9 
9 
3 
br. 
N 
be” 
8 77 
1 
1 
45 
» * 
A 
7 
2 458 
11 
Tk 
1 
* 
7 
: 4 
*. 
SK 
WS © 
e 
„ 5 — 
. 1 : 
k *4 388 
. 11 
1 
- — 
"33 
EN IN = 
— , * 
; EE. 
0 
* 
* FE, 
& 
"3 
& 
Y 
r 
3 
« T 
I: 
th > 
„ 5 1 
* 
F 
4. 
* 
ſ 
434. 
: 'F 
. . 
, ; Ly 
. 
10 
{4 
* 
4 
i 
1 
N 
} 
| 
o 
1 
* 
| 15 
. 
. 
= 
{3 ay 
* he 
» x 5 
+ 
* ga 
7 
* o 
7 
+ 


rt: 


— — — - _ — 
— 0 2 
- — . ] n n 
— _— < — RAGE - ” — —— & > ds 2— — —— | 
n 5 3 3 ͤ I SETIPES Eon nn > Ft = —_ = = — 
— ern $e <2] rr en een nul ip 24m \ - — 
2 = n 2 4 x Ty b 4 wo = » 


a n WP 
l n = \ — 
= E 


A 
6 1 Y j =P F 
, r ˙ FV! yum pag: - of FS = Es 

_ o _— „ 3 . „ \ ＋ 2 1 2 * 2 p 1 . — Pi 4 * _ — 2 < 2 go te eg 4111 
n C = - r 
— * . 8 n 8 

n 2 * : = — — - 

= l n » — 


EOS 
n 
e 


— 2 


: r 5 = 
„7 
3 ST, 5 a ec 
G = 
— — 
— 


Ry 


5 8 
> 
— 
n 
So fn N 


142 B EL ISAR I US. 


infirmities, to rear a little race of infants, 
whoſe feeble arms are yet unfit for work, 
and to comfort a virtuous wife, who is either 


breeding or nurſing a new ſubject of the || 


ſtate ; it is, in plain rural language, to want 


theſe things, and to want, belides, the pro- Tf 


per ſeeds to depoſit in the ground, a well- 


| ſtored granary againſt an hard ſeaſon and a | 


year of ſcarcity, and in age and in ſickneſs 
the comforts, and the ſuccours, which weary 
nature has occaſion for. Oh! my friends, 
is it not manifeſt that the fruits of agricul - 

ture are deſtined in the firſt place, and of 
Juſtice due to thoſe who labour to make the 


_ earth more productive ? The deſtination is 


holy, and ſhould be kept more ſacred and 155 


| inviolable than all the treaſure 1 in the depo- 
ſitories of Janus. 

Alas! ſaid the emperor, there are times 
ef public calamity, when government may 
exert a diſpenſing power, and ſtate- neceſſity 
is then the law which impoſes new bur- 
thens and taxes on the people. : 

It ſhould be a caſe of the laſt extremity 
indeed, replied Beliſarius; every ſuperfluity 
ſhould be firſt brought into the common 
ſtock, all reſources ſhould be exhauſted, and 
no way left of ſaving the ſtate but by the 
ruin of the people. That ſtate-neceſſity I 
am a ſtranger to: the occaſion for that diſ- 
Penſing power I have never ſeen *, But to 
re- 
Marcus Aurelius, i in a preſſing exigence, rather. 
than overload the people with new bes, ſold the 


What has not been attempted, ſaid the 
emperor, in order to eſtabliſh this juſt equa- 
lity fo much deſired! * Þ Have not the De- 


curions, 
3 of the imperial Wi Vaſa aurea, uxoriam 

= ac ſuam ſericam et auream weſtem, multa ornamenta gem- 

e |; marum; ac per ducs menſes venditio habita eſt. Aurel. 
I Vid. | 

C. BY + Dnvemuntur pluri imi divitum, quarum tributa po- 

| pulos necant. Salv. lb. iv. 


Proprietaribus carent (pauperes) et en b. obru- 
2- WE wntur. Idem. lib. v. De Gub. Dei. 
5 1 Cod. Leg. de Aunond. 
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repreſent things in their true point of light; RF 

do you know where the miſchief lies, that * 

makes the honeſt huſbandman groan in mi- 1 
ſery? It reſts with that ſuperior claſs, as it 1 

zs called, who paſs away the hours in idleneſs 30 
and riot: by them the whole burthen + is 1 
thrown upon honeſt induſtry. They reap "Rl 

almoſt all the advantages of the civil unton, 

and yet contribute the lealt to its ſupport ; 1 

they do nothing for the ſtrength and dignity b 

of the government, which gives them ſo 1 
much eaſe and enjoyment. They repay 'P 
nothing for the benefits they receive, and "Nt 

yet in their caſe it ſeems a privileged, an ho- | 

= nourable inſolvency. Let this abuſe be al- 1 

together reformed: let the neceſſary charge 1 
of government fall in juſt proportions upon 0 
every member of the community ; let it be © 
diffuſed through all orders of men, accord- WM 
| ing to the means and abilities of each, and 9 q 
| the burthen will then be light and equi- E | 
table. 9 
9 
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«144 BELIBARIUS. 
curions, who were baſe enough in the aſſeſſ- 
ment of the cities committed to them, to 
over: rate ſome, in order to give undue ex- 
emptions to others ||, been acyudget! by the 


law to be burnt alive? 
Alas! replied Beliſarius, I know that little 


favour i is ſhewn to thoſe unhappy wretches. 
For not ſufficiently grinding the face of the 


poor, they are laid in irons, unmercifully 


| Tcourged and buffeted, and perſecuted un- 
der the name of Juſtice, with every barba- 


rity, till they envy even the lot of ſlaves “. 
But for the regents of provinces, for pro- 
_ conſuls, and other miniſters, are there rods 


and dungeons ready? And ſuppoſing there | 


were, of "what ule are pains and penalties, 


while the mouth of Complaint is ſtopped, 


and the cries of Miſery are ſuffocated ? Let 
laws abate of their ſeverity, fo they have a 
free courſe, and injured men are permitted 
to proſecute their legal remedy, 
The liberty to complai n of grievances, 
ſaid Juſtinian, has been the rigat of the 
people in all periods. 


It has fo, replied Beliſarius, it is a conſti- 


tutional right, but the exerciſe of it has 


. depended upon the will and pleaſure of {ub- 


_ ordinate tyrants. + Have not attempts been 
made to attach the perions of 11 ape 
and 

q Cid, bb. ide Conf." 


* Traits de! Orig. du gouv, Fr. 
+ Traits ae POrig. du 7 * 


DBEEISARNTY S& 45 
and prefects, that cities and provinces might 
be at liberty to appeal to the court for a 
redreſs of injuries, in which thoſe very men 
were either principals or accomplices ? And 
could any method be taken more ſure of 
procuring impunity tor the offenders ? The 
law directs its miniſters + to prevent vio- 
3 lence and exactions; and thoſe very mini- 
' IE fters are the party accuſed. The law im- 
g poſes a religious duty upon the governors 
of provinces 54 to protect the weak from the 
= oppreſſion of the ſtronger ; and thoſe very 
= governors have at once the means of op- 
2 preſling, and even the power of doing it 
under the ſanction of that very law which 
forbids them ||, The law defines the groſs 
ſum of the tax ; but preſidents and pro- 
conſuls make the aſſeſſment upon indivi- 
duals g, and they never want ſophiſtry to 
give a colour to their exactions. The law 
gives a right of citing the tools and little 
inſtruments of the governor before the go- 
vernor himſelf *; but from his tribunal 
there lies no appeal to the ſovereign, and 
ti 2 + Illicitas exattiones, et wiolentias factas et extortas 
5 1 Venditiones, Oc. pr oi beat Nabe tro vinciæ. 
has Pand. 1:6, 1. tit. 18. | 
= t Ne potentiores viri 8 es 11 jar its affciant, ad 
een! religionem prefidis provincie fertinet. Ibid. 
ents L Jui univer/as provincias reg unt, Jus gladii habent. J b. 
= + Novell. 28. 


Det operam judex ut pretorium ſuum ipſe componat. 
Cod. Theod. ib. i. tit. 10. 


t Non poteſt a prefedis pretorio apellari. Credidit 
enim ee, eos, qui ob ſingularem induſiriam, eæplora. 


H this, 


in doing this he created a new order of ty- 


146 BELISARIUS 


this, we are told, is grounded upon a max- 
im, That the prince raiſes none to that high 
ſtation, bur men of approved wiſdom and 
uprightneſs, who can do no wrong. But 
cannot the prince be deceived in his choice? 
To truſt the welfare of a whole people to 
the promiſed faith of one man, is a mon- 
ſtrous abſurdity in government. Juſtinian was 
a ware of this, and to reform the abuſe re- eſta- 
bliſhed the Prætorſhip, with full powers and 
inſtructions to enquire into the conduct 
and depredations of the governors F. But 
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rants, whoſe reſidence in the provinces gave 
an opportunity to corruption to ſpread : as it 
were by contagion, till they, who were 
meant to be the guardians of the people, 
became confederates in profligacy, and en- 
creaſed the number of vile ulurpers. Hence 
the 1 impunity with which vice lords it through 
the empire ; hence too, the ſhameful im- 
becility of relaxed and ineffectual laws. || 
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 hibentur non aliter judicaturos, pro Japientia ac luce dig 
nitati:, quan igſe foret fauler. Pand. /i6, i. 
lit. 11. 

+ Ut prætor probibeat exa@ores tributorum h PIRIE ef 
Exrqui mandata, que malo more a ſede præfecti exeunt, de 
mmuris reficiendis, de wiis lernendis, et aliis oneribus infi- 

_ witis, Novell. 24. 

| Yide Pand. lib. xlviii. Leg. Jul. ee 3 
1 Jul. de annond; leg. Jul. 2 Cod. Theod, 
hb. iv. tit. 12. Cod. Jutt. lib, i. De cenfb, 
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4 1-14 een 
What would you do in ſuch a caſe, ſaid 
the emperor ? I would liſten, replied Beli- 
farius, to the outcries of the injured, and 
proud oppreſſion ſhould tremble for its 
mar: - 

There 1s, among the various i inftitations 
eſtabliſhed by the princes of the empire, one 
that J reverence, and fervently wiſh to fee 

_ enforced according to the true principles 
and ſpirit of its deſign. When in the num 
ber of perſons, to whom the authority of go- 
vernment is delegated, I perceived a ſet of 
efficers ſent into the provinces * with ſpecial 
powers to hear the complaints of the peo- 
ple, in order to tranſmit a memorial of grie- 
vances to the emperor, I felt my heart ex- 
pand with the ſpirit of humanity, My 
yows are offered. up, my conſtant prayers, 
that the prince may give that important of- 
fice all its weight and dignity; that he may 
nominate to ſo glorious an employment Bis 
ſclect and moſt” virtuous friends, the men 
aof approved integrity and honour ; that 
7 amiditthe awful pomp of religious ceremo- 
. ny, he may receive, at the foot of the altar, 
che ſolemn oath, by which the choſen pa- 
triots ſhall bind themſelves to their prince, 
END 5 their country, and their God, never to be- 
ds tray the intereſts of the weak and helpleſs to 
"f- the pride and arrogance of domineering 
pPeirits; that he may each year depute this 
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CTC 
honeſt band as the guardians of our civil 
rights; and that he may, as ſoon as their 

high commiſſion is executed, recal them to 
his preſence, leſt corruption have time to 

tamper with their virtue. Were things in 
this train, what glorious effects might 
be expected from ſuch a viſitation! Ihe 
conſequences are now before my eyes! Be- 7 
hold, on the arrival of the juſt and upright | 


man, how Liberty rears its head in the pro- 
vinces, and {miles content | how Tyranny 

and Oppreſiion look abaſhed and tremble ! 
Behold the governors, the proconſuls, and 
their deputies turn pale and ſhrink at the 
tribunal of their judge, who is ſurrounded | 
by a grateful aſſembly of the people, and 

| hailed as their father and their avenger! It is 
the complaint of kings, that the T ruth does 
not reach them! But oh, my friends! ſhe 
endeavours to make her way to them, and 
even to break through their guards, in defi- 
ance of {words and peril. Yet how eaſy |E 
might the acceſs be made ! It would not 
then be the ſeditious outcry of a tumultu- 
ous people, but the calm remonſtrance of |? 
the wiſe and good offering up, with reſpect- | 7 
ful deference, at the foot of the throne, the 
ſupplications of humanity, How rare would 
be the flagrant outrages committed in the 
very name of the ſovereign, if thus annually 
they were to undergo a ſevere and ſtrict ex- 4 3 
| amination, WV 


"> VELISARIUS © 


amination, while the ſword of juſtice is 


every guilty head 

Of all ranks in ſociety, the military claſs 
is that where licentiouſneſs and diſorder are 
likely to prevail with impunity. But let 


{3 throughout the army; let partiality never 
glide into the adminiſtration of juſtice ; and 
a few examples, ſuch as Juſtinian has held 


and moſt daring ſpirits. 


emperor ?—You ſhall hear, replied Beliſa- 
rius : it is, in my judgment, the brighteſt 
paſſage of his reign. The generals who con 


in royal blood. The king of the Lazians, 
even then 1n alliance with the emperor, was 


of the delinquents, and, after a full hear- 


ſentence of the law executed on the guilty. 


of Caucaſus he fixed his tribunal, and there, 
in the ſight of the Lazian army, the mur- 


ready in the ſovereign's hand to fall on 


diſcipline be enforced with due rigour 


forth to the world, will controul th 160 wildeft 


To what example do you allude, ſaid the 


manded at Colchis, had imbrued their hands 


= inhumanly murdered. Without delay Jul- 
= tinian lent Athanaſius, one of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed ſenators, with: inſtructions and full 
powers to hold an enquiry into the conduct 


ing, to pronounce judgment, and fee the. 


Athanaſius, who was now judee in the laſt 
reſort, conducted this important buſineſs 
with all the pomp and ſolemnity the occa- 
ſion required. On one of the ſmaller hills. 
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derers of the king were beheaded. But 
"hr com- 
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150 BELISARIUS. 


commiſſions of this nature call for men ſu- 
perior to corruption, of which, indeed, the 


number is miſerably thinned by the weak 
and proſtrate condition of the ſenate. 


How! ſaid Tiberius, are you a zealot 


for that deſpotic order, thoſe enemies of 
civil liberty, men of boundleſs arrogance in 
power, ſubmiſſive to uſurpation, and ever 
, ready to enſlave or be enflaved? _ 


When I bemoan the want of a ſenate, 


| replied Belifarius, I do not regret what it 
was; I regret what it might have been. 


There is in every government a tendency | 
to arbitrary power: for it is perhaps natu- 
ral to man to ſet up his own will as a Jaw to 


others. By their rigid behaviour, their in- 


flexible pride, and domineering arrogance, 


the ſenate made their adminiſtration odious; 


and mankind, harraſſed out, began to ae 
ceive hopes that the government of ona 


might prove more mild and equitable; they 
preferred it, therefore, to the tyranny of 
the few. The ſovereign, thus eſtabliſhed, 


grew jealouſly fond of the ſole authority, : 


and upon the ruins of the ſenate he was de- 
_ termined to build up his prerogative, As 


he advanced in his encroachment, a panic 


ſeized the ſenate, and the whole order 
crouched at once with a meannels that ex- 
ceeded even the wiſhes of the new maſter : 
even Tiberius bluſhed for their ſervility “. 
But it is caſy t to — chat the ſenate, 

en 
3 Tacit, Ann. 1b, 1. 
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D EEIS ARI US. rz 
when it loſt the power of doing evil, might 
_ {till retain that of rendering lervice to the 
public; that it might give to government 
an air of conſtitutional authority; and being 
an intermediate order between the ſovereign 1 
and the people, might connect and ſtrength- 
en the whole force of the community. And 
yet it is not in this view that I regard the 


ſenate. I conſider it as a ſeminary of ſtateſ- 


men and of heroes, where at all times 
might be found a ſet of great and eminent 
characters, uſed alike to the ſword and to 
the ſcales of juſtice, diſtinguiſhed both in 
council and the field, and fully inſtruct- 
ed how to give ſupport to government 
by ſalutary laws and military force. It is 
from that nurſery of men, all trained to- 
truth, to knowledge, and to virtue, that the 
ſovereign would be always able to ſelect his 
miniſters, his generals, his governors, and 
his officers of every ſort. Let there be o- 
caſion now for a man of principle, wiſdom, 
and ability; ; Where is he to be found ? 


How is he to be known? Where has he di- 


ſtipguiſhed himſelf ? Mult the fate of a 
whole people be riſked before he can have 
a decided character? Can a Regulus, a Fa- 
bius, or a Scipio, be formed by the new in- 
{titution of an dene militia to do duty 


about the palace * ? Inſtead of a public ca- 
H 4 er 


This new-fangled order conſiſted of the civil ma- 
giſtrate and the officers of the revenue. The ſenate 
Was merged 1 in it * the policy of che emperors. 
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1% BELISARIUS 


reer of emulation, where the foldiery. is 


enured to- the exerciſe of arms, where ta- 


lents enter the liſts, where virtue is called 


forth into open day-light, where the cha- 


racters of men diſplay themſelves to the 


world, and the powers of genius are un— 


folded, and abilities preſs forward in the 
race of glory; inſtead of this bright ſchool 
of honour, all generous contention is ſup- 
preſſed, and employments of dignity, that 
ſhould be the reward of merit only, are now _ 
given as a compliment to the accidental : 
 Cicumſtances of birth, or partially dealt out 
by the hand of court favour. From this 
ſource ſpring all the evils, which, like a tor- 
rent, threaten to overwhelm the ſtate. 
What would you advite, faid the empe- 
ror? When men have degenerated into vice 
and profligacy ; when the whole race is de- 


graded, and after painful endeavours to ap- 


oint for the beſt, nothing great or god 
can be ſeparated from the general maſs of 


the times; judgment then may be weary 


f deliberating, a and he who finds that he 
chuſes only to err, may reaſonably deſire to 


wave the fatigue of thinking to no purpoſe. 


That is concluding too haſtily; replied e- 
 Hfarivs; though often baffled in the choice, 


yet the ſovereign- ſhould not be diſcou- 
raged, Total depravity never happens; 


honeſt men are always to be found ; and if 


not found, they a are to be made. They will 
be 


T 
be made, if the love of virtue, and penetra- 
tion to diſtinguiſh it, form the character of 
the prince. F arewel, my friends, the topic 
have juſt ſtarted ſhall be diſcuſſed at our 
next meeting; and it will be no unpleaſing 
enquiry, if we find, as I think we ſhall, that 
to reform the worſt abuſes depends POT: 
the volition of a fingle man, 

2 Belifarius ſeems to reſt every thing upcn 
7 the weak irreſolute will of the prince, laid. 
juſtinian to Tiberius: But can a mere act 
of the will beſtow diſcernment, or aſcertain. 
a proper choice? Is he not aware of the 
falle epprarances under which men diſguiſe 

themſelves ?—That men will be born ſuch. 
as you chuſe they ſhould, ſaid Tiberius, as. 
if nature were ſubject to political authority, 
is a propoſition that embarraſſes me much. 
Yet Beliſarius has a large and comprehen- 
| five mind: his years and his misfortunes. 
| have opened to him many veins of reflec- 
tion; and it will be well worth while t to 
lilten to him. 5 | 
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O their aria the following day, this. 
| found Belifarius employed with his 


man Paulinus, in the cultivation of his gar- 


den. Had you arrived, ſaid he, a moment 


ſooner, you would have learnt, as I myſelf 
have done, an excellent leſſon in the art of. 


governing; for nothing bears ſo ſtrong a 


reſemblance to political ceconomy as the. 
management of plants, and my gardener, 
| whois here at hand, reaſons. upon the mat · 


ter like another Solon. 


As the emperor and Tiberius were walk- 
ing a turn with the hero, the young mann; 
ſtared to him the ſeveral reflections they, 

had made, together with the reaſons upon 
which they founded an opinion that he was 


wrong in his laſt propoſition. 


It is too true, replied Beliſarius, that a 


prince ſurrounded in his palace by a circle 
of courtiers and of flatterers, will have but 


little knowlege of mankind; but what ſhall 


reſtrain him from breaking through the 
fence, from being communicative and eaſy 


of acceſs ? Affability in a ſovereign is an 


enquiry into that truth, which will be diſ- 
guiſed by his ſlaves, but never with- held from 
him by the friend of the people, the honeſt 
| huſbandman, and the rough veteran ſoldier. 

From 
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From them he will hear the voice of the 
public; that voice which is the oracle kings. 
ought to conſult, the beſt, the unerring de- 
cider of merit and of virtue Let that ora-- 


cle pronounce what men are fit for ſervants. 


of the ſtate, and an erroneous choice will. 


ſeldom be made. To ſay the whole in a: 


few words, the ſovereign's attention ought 
to be directed only to two objects, which. 


are, the counſellors of ſtate, and the men Who 
are to carry the plans of the cabinet into 


execution: if the former are fit for their 
high office, I will be reſponſible for the lat- 


ter. The whole depends upon having near 


his perſon men worthy. of their ſtation. 
Theodoric had but one faithful adviſer, the 


virtuous Caſſiodorus, and the glory of his 
reign is known to the univerſe. I will take 
upon me to ſay, that even at court there are 


not wanting infallible criterions of honour: 
and fidelity. Severity of manners, diſin- 
tereſted conduct, the honei. Anne of 
truth, a generous ardour in the cauſe of in- 
nocence, unſhaken conſtancy in friendſhip, , 


a.zeal for virtue that never veers about with 


the gales of fortune, and a reverence for the- 
laws; theſe are the features of character by 

which a prince may know how to diſtinguiſh, 
among men, and to determine his choice. 
Would you know the tokens which ſhould 
make him proſcribe men from his preſence ?: 


They are more legible and certain than the 
H 6 former; 


1 BEL ISAR IU S. 
former; for virtue may be counterfeit, but 


the charadter of vice is ſeldom ated. As 


| loon as it appears, you may believe it ge- 


nuine. For example, If I were a king, the 


man who once ſhould dare to talk with con- 
tempt of my people, with levity of the du- 
ties of my ſtation, or ſhould attempt to var- 

niſh with flattery the abuſe of my preroga- 
tive, that man ſhould never rank in the liſt 
of my friends. Moreover, to an obſervant 


eye, that marks the ways of the world, there 
are never wanting certain traces of charac- 
ter, which, through the veil of diflimula- Þ|* 
tion, betray the habitual ſentiment, and de- 


velope the inward man. I have heard much 


of the profound impoſture of courtiers : but 
impoſture is as well known as candour it- 


ſelf; and ſhould the ſovereign be impoſed 
upon, the public voice will undeceive him. 


Let him therefore give his eſteem and ccn- þ © 
fidence to the worthy, and he will be ſure þ*® 


to be properly informed in every delibera- 


tion : for truth and virtue will then fit at 


his council-board. 


But do you conſider, ſaid the emperor, 3 
what a number of the good and virtuous |* 


he will have occaſion for, that the free 
_ courſe of juſtice and the dignity of his 
reign may be ſupported in their vigour ? 


Where is he to find the men to complete 2 


ſo honourable a liſt? ? 
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Human nature, replied Belifarius, will 


Bon ſupply him. Let ſovereigns know 


how to uſe them, and ſhe will never be 


_ defective. —And to direct that uſe, ſaid 
Juſtinian, can there be a better rule than 
that of wholeſome and falutary laws ?—— 
That will go a great way, replied Beliſa- 
rius; but it is not all: the manners are 


not, in many inſtances, within the controul 


5 of law. 
And how then, Maid Juſtinian, are inve- 
terate habits, to which time has given a 
kind of Fee pee to bo eficftually 
5 changed! „ | 
My gardener will 1 0 you, replied 
: Beliſarius. Here, Paulinus; When a 
noxious herb ſhoots up among your plants, 
what do you do ?——] take it up by the 
root, anſwered the honeſt gardener, —But 
why, inſtead of weeding it, don't you lop. 
it? Why, it would ſprout again, and there 
would be no end of the trouble : and be- 
tides, good fir, it is at the root it ſucks in 
the juices of the earth, and that it is our 
buſineſs to prevent. Lou hear him, my 
friends, ſaid Belifarius ; he has given you 
af abridgment of the law. The law, it is 
true, retrenches, as far as it is able, the 
crimes of ſociety; but the vices that give 


birth to thoſe crimes are ſuffered to remain, 


whereas they ought to be weeded and torn 
VP > Of the root. Nor 1s that an impracti- 
jo. cable 


| 
: 
; 
o 


I , 
+ 4 
„ 
LAS 
a, 
} N „ 
\ V5 ' 
i 7 
% I. . 
4.08 
q " 
* 4 
2 {FR 
_, m_ 
o p 1 17 
4 | f 
4 So 't \ 
. 8 
N 5 
1 
1 
L 17 
9 k 
. vals 
AH N. 4 
11! 
2 1 
. 5 
1 39. | 
F ' Fl ty 
- wa 
.* ' 
1 
1 1 
Fes 14 i! oe 
10 * „ 
, | 3 
. LEG 
1 * 
1 
+, Re 
* RM 
} „ 
: * 1 
1 
1 rn 
10 0 
9 1 * 
"7 fy 
6 ' ws 
to ' 4+ 
ww N 2 
0 I, 
A 1 1 
4 ; 1 
[24 * 
2 Hy, 
p 'N 1 
1 
1 5 
14 
4 ; 
1 * 
. „ 

ts 1717 
e 

1 * 

2 * 
1 p 4, 
wa 

q 7: 488 

: *; 534 

08 
» i222 

7 £ FF ö 

1 1 

2H y 

1 " 

3a N 

8 % 

o 1 

N : 
g f f 
* ( 
* 
4 BY 

L 

1 5 

1 6 . 

"17 9 

EF * 

445 N 

1 

4 ; 1 8 

$$ 1 

+ * 

1 

8 2 

3 N 

o ; 

4,144.98 

4 i 

M75 

45 q 

4.4; 7 

"4 g | 

by * 

11 3 3 

5. : 

4 * 1 F 

: 4 * 

T; jd 

1 

"Ox f 

9 f 
6 * 

1 
4. * 
4,» RY 
4 829 

WES 
A) 

wy 

1 * 1 

4 1 
. 1 

a © Fl 4 
bt 4 

7 

] 44 

3 Hi 
1 
1 bo 
PH 0 
+ UN 2 
. 

: Wi 
"© { C 
7 7 
a 1 
** , 9 
- ms 
—_— - 
1 
7 Pd 1 "np 
þ * 

F A i, 
& o 
os | 5 
* 1 
1 * 7 
48 1 
By: _ 
bk 9 27 
E 1 
1 4 g 
R 4 
4 
1 ' «ot 
i 
: 


3148 B E L ISAR 1 U 8. 


cable ſcheme : for all vices, at leaſt thoſe. 
of the court, have one common root, and: 
grow out of the ſame ſeed. —And what is 
that pray, ſaid Tiberius ?—Inordinate de- 
| fire, replied Beliſarius: and whether that 
deſire be underſtood to import avarice, that 


loves to hoard, or rapacity, that delights 


| ſquandering; there is nothing ſordid and 


unworthy but what {ſprings from that ſource. 


Inhumanity, fraud, treachery, ingratitude, 
envy, malice, and all the vices that make 
the gradation to the higheſt iniquity, are 
modes of the ſame depravity of heart, that 
breaks out in every ſpecies of meanneſs 
and of pride. It goes on in a courſe f 
depredation upon mankind, and with the 


ſpoils of the weak pampers itſelf in riot, 


voluptuous enjoyment, and every ſort of 
profligacy and corruption. Thus the love. 
of riches infects the whole ſyſtem of the 
manners. Does it kindle ambition? Per- 
fidy and fraud are mingled with what 
otherwiſe might be a noble paſſion. Is 


courage ever grafted upon covetouſneſs? 


From the ſtock on which it grows, even 
courage ſhall derive the pernicious qualities. 
that debaſe it into a vice. The moſt bril-. 


liant talents are by avarice tinged with the 
_ Rain of venality; and the foul, which is 


enſlaved by it, is for ever ſet up to auction, 


t be bought by the higheſt bidder. 


From. 
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From this ſource, this fatal deſire of 
amaſſing wealth, ſpring all the crimes that 


diſturb the community, Of this vice, 
whoſe tyranny afflicts the univerſe, Luxury 
is the parent; for, to make its genealogy 
clear, Luxury engenders various wants : by 
_ theſe Avarice is begot ; and Avarice, to gra- 


tify her purpoſes, is obliged to league with 


Oppreſſion. From hence 1 it is clear, that to 


lay the axe to the root of the miſchief, we 


muſt begin with Luxury: there muſt com- 


mence the grand revolution in the man- 
ners. 


But that, ſaid the emperor, will 85 to 


wage war with an hydra; one head is ſtruck 


off, and thouſands grow in its room. To 


uſe a compariſon more analogous; Luxury. 


is a Proteus, which is never to be chained, 
but eludes the touch in different ſhapes. 1 


will go farther, ſaid the emperor: the cauſes 
and the effects of Luxury, its connections 
and its intereſts, form a ſyſtem ſo com- 
pounded of good and evil, that, were it 


poſſible to reſtrain or to deſtroy it, I ſnould 


much doubt whether the former would be 
endured, or the latter prove in che end an 


advantage to the ſtate. 


grant you, replied Belifarivs, t. that la. 
ry in the ſtate is like a ſet of wicked and 


evil men who have entrenched themſelves 
in great connections: meaſures are kept 


with them 1 in the beginning on account of 
their 


16 BELISARIUS. 
their party ; but in the end they are order- 
ed into confinement, as enemies of the 


Nate. I ſhall not, however, go ſo far. Let 


us ſet out with facts, which I myſelf have 1 
| ſeen. Luxury, it has been ſaid, is of uſe Fl: 
| in capital cities. I do not believe the po 
| fition : but, be that as it may, in a camp 9 
I am ſure it is pernicious. When Pompey 4 

obſerved the ſoldiers of Cæſar living upon ; 

roots that grew wildly in the fields, 2 T hey are, E 
faid he, an herd of brute beaſts ; he ſhould 5 


have ſaid, They are men. The primary qua- 
lity of a general! is to hazard his life; the 
ſecond, to circumſcribe his paſſions and his 
wants within the bounds of reaſon and of 
nature; and this laſt, to the man enervated 
by voluptuous indolence, will be a taſk of 
the moſt difficult ſelf-denial. The people 
that ſhall endeavour, amidſt the rough 7 
ſcenes of war, to enjoy the ſofter delica- | © 
cies of peace, will ſtrive to reconcile two Þ| © 
things wholly incompatible, and will nei- 
ther be able to bear proſperity nor the re 
verſes of fortune. To be victorious wil! 
not anſwer their purpoſe; they muſt riot in 
| abundance ; and ſhould that happen not to | 
be the conſequence, even victory will loſe 
its charms. The camp where frugality and 
ſober manners prevail, will be full of ſpirit 
and manly vigour; it will be, as T may ſay, 
on the wing; while the army which is diſ- 


folved 1 in luxury grows Bug Sid, daſtardly, 
and. 


and inactive. By temperance all the ad- 


_ reſource are managed and ſecured; and, on 
the other hand, they are all thrown away 


conclude the war with infamy and diſgrace. 
Io the people ſoftened by effeminacy, eve- 
ry enterprize appears above their ſtrength: 


9 8 3 
« Lp 3 * 
War 


enemy that knows how to harraſs and fa- 
tigue need not endeavour to vanquith : the 


many battles. 
Nor does the whole miſchief of luxury 
conſiſt in waſting the vigour of the body; 


cContagion through the camp; and the ſol- 


his equal in the army, becomes his com- 


into contempt, and ſober virtue is abaſhed 
by ridicule : then farewel to all; there can 
be no deeper perdition. This, my friends, 


the Ay of what | have teen, 
| know 
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vantages of inward ſtrength and outward. 


by prodigality, till at length deſolation, 
famine, Pale diſmay, and ſhameful flight, 


the principle of valour may remain, but 
the power of executing is gone; and the 


it ſtrikes corruption to the very ſoul. The 
man of wealth and affluence, who leads 
pleaſure and luxury in his train, diffuſes a 


dier of fortune, aſhamed to be outdone by 
petitor in profligacy, and for a ſhew be: 
vain glory, incurs real diſhonour. To 


riches and ſplendor of appearance eſteem is 
offered up as a tribute, While poverty falls 


ss not a fictitious account of luxury; it is 


delays of war will have the efficacy of ſo | 
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I know full well, ſaid Tiberius, that you 


baniſhed it from your armies :- pray inform 


8 me how was that accompliſhed ?—Without 


kind of difficulty, replied Bleiſarius: 
i Saen it from my own tent, and made 


it appear throughout the ranks in a con- 


temptible light. Againſt the venom of 
pride contempt is a powerful antidote | 1 


had learned that a young Aſiatic had uſher- 
ed into my camp the loft indulgences of ff 
his native clime; that he repoſed him'elf |: 
under a purple pavilion, and drank out of 
golden goblets; that his table ſmoaked 7 
with the rareſt. diſhes, and ſparkled with þ 7 
the moſt exquiſite wines. I invited him 


to dine with me, and in the preſence of 
his comrades, Young man, ſaid I, you ſee 


Ve live here upon homely fare; we are of- 
ten worſe ſerved, and it is what we have 


to expect; for in the race of glory it is 


our lot very often to want bread. Tour 
delicacy, take my word for it, will meet 
frequent diſappointments in this hardy 
courſe of life, and therefore I would adviſe 
you to take your leave of the army. He 7 
received this reproach with due ſenſibility, 7 
made an apology for his conduct, and dif- 
charged his retinue.—And was that admo- 


nition ſufficient ? interpoſed Tiberius. — 


Without doubt it was, replied Beliſarius; 

for my own example gave weight to my 

Precepts and, beſides, the character of irre- 
ſolution | 
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M folution never belonged to me. But ſure- 
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ly this ſeverity of life muſt have occaſioned 
great complaints — When the law is equal 


and expedient, it is obeyed without mur- 
g muring. Very true; 


lance that inconvenience, it was agreeable 


to the poor man to ſee the rich undiſtin- 
guiſhed; and the poor in all quarters of 
the world are the greateſt party. — Ves; 
but in courts the rich have the ſtrongeſt in- 
ſluence.— They have ſo, and they revenged 


themſelves by my ruin: and yet, far from 
repenting, 


perance. Without temperance, there is 


nothing generous and diſintereſted; and 


without diſintereſtedneſs, not a ſingle virtue. 


I enquired of a ſhepherd one day why his 
Becauſe, ſaid he, 
Had they been nou- _ 
riſhed with fleſh, they would be no better 
[ was much ſtruck with this 
reply. In general, the ſureſt way to controul 
the progrels of vice, is to retrench the wants 
2x occaſioned by evil habits. —All this is prac- 
ticable in an army, faid the emperor, but. 
merely viſionary, nay impoſſible, in a ſtate. 


dogs were ſo faithful: 
they live on bread. 


than wolves, 


Between civil inſtitutions and military law 
there 


but to be humbled 
to the level of the poor muſt have been an 
hardſhip upon the rich man. — That may 
poſſibly be the caſe; but to counter-ba- 
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I ſhould act in the very fame: 
manner again; for the vigour of the ſoul, 
like that of the body, is the reſult of tem- 
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164 BELISARIUS. 
there is a widedifference : by the latter, li- 
berty is much abridged, and fettered with 


ſtrict limitations. No law whatever re- 


ſtrains a member of ſociety from enriching 
ate by fair and honeſt means ; and 


when wealth is acquired, no law can diveſt 


him of the right of diſpoſing of it, or pre- 
vent a quiet enjoyment of his property. It is 


the fruit of his induſtry, his labour, and his 


talents, or it was tran{lmitted to him by his 
anceſtors. He is at liberty to diſſipate, or 
to gratify his avarice by concealing his trea- 
ſure. I ſubſcribe to what you ſay, laid Be- 
liſarius.—I go ſtill further, continued the 


emperor : if the riches of the community 


are engroſſed by a particular claſs of men, 


it is fit. that they ſhould be diffuſed, and 


that labour and induſtry ſhould derive their 
ſhare from the hand of idleneſs.—I concur 
with you in that allo, ſaid the hero. —l will 


add, reſumed Juſtinian, that ſenſuality, 
oſtentation, ſplendor of appearance, the ca- 


prices of taſte, the coquetry of faſhion, the 


refinements of effeminacy, and the whims 


of vanity, are all little blemiſhes in the man- 


ners, which the policy of every ſtate con- 
nives at, and of which, without a degree of 


tyranny, no law can take cognizance.—Hea- 


ven forbid, ſaid Beliſarius, that I ſhould de- 


fire to bring down the weight of law upon 
matters of this ſort !-—Now then you lee, 
continued the emperor, that luxury ſtands 
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B EI IS ARI Us. 16; 
protected by all that is held ſacred and in- 


violable amongſt men, by Liberty, by the 


rights of property, and, I may add, public 


utility. —] agree to all, ſaid Belifarius, ex- 


cept that laſt point. Lo clear that from 


objections, ſaid the prince, you will allow 
that luxury animates the arts, and bids them 
thrive and flouriſh ; that it encourages in- 
duſtry, and excites a ſpirit of activity and 
emulation, offering to the habit of indolence 
and the love of idleneſs new incentives of 

defire, artificial Wants, and Kudied gratis 


cations, 


1 allow, ſaid Belifarius, chat: luxury, for 


thoſe who have been addicted to it, has its 
allurements; and that it is profitable to the 
men who ſtudy to heighten thoſe allure- 


ments, and gratify deſire: that the law 


ſhould leave that commerce free and open, 


I likewile admit. Is not this what You con- 


tend for? 


1 contend for ſomething Sha e- 


plied the emperor: 1 maintain, that ths 


influence of luxury, by progreſſive degrees, 


diffuſes itſelf through every claſs of the 


community, even down to thoſe who work 


and labour. It is beneficial to them, for it 
opens a vent for their commodities, and 
yields a quick return for their induſtry. 

It is upon this point, ſaid Beliſarius, that 
appearances miſlead you: for that which 
comes to the ſhare of the labouring man 
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from the hand of prodigality, only. 


BELISARIUS. 


reverts back to the original owner : it 
was firſt taken from him by avarice; and 


if it return to him, it is becauſe luxury 
cannot prevent it. Recal to mind the idea 


which I tormerly ſuggeſted, of the primi- 


part to the ſervice of others? He is like a 


ſterile and pernicious herb that grows to 
ſeed in a field of wheat. Such is the rich 
man who loiters his days in idleneſs and 
luxury. For him the buſy part of ſociety | 


are at work; and with a cold diſregard he 


receives the products of their labour, as a 


tribute due to him. To ſupply his deſire, 


and adminiſter to his pleaſures, ſeems the 


employment of all nature; the elements, 


the molt exquiſite viands, the arts, and the 
choiceſt efforts of invention, are all his. 
He partakes of all, and is unconducive 
himſelf to any uſeful end: he engroſſes 
from the public ſervice a number of "hands 


for his own purpoſes. He does the duty of 
none, and dies at laſt without leaving any 


void, 


tive ſtate of ſociety: what is the end it hgas 
in view? Is it not to render man uſeful to 
man? And in that ſyſtem, is not the right | 
which one man has to the labours of ano- | © 
ther, founded on reciprocal conditions? 
If fo, what muſt be ſaid of him, who em- 
ploys thouſands to anſwer the multiplicity 
of his wants, without contributing on his 
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conſumed. 
I am not clear as to this point, ſaid Tibe- 
rius; for it ſeems to me that he 1s not alto- 


imagine. For if he does not throw the 


fund]; if he does not impart to the public, 
bis own activity and powers; yet he circu- 
> lates his money, and that does full as well. 


money 1s a mere ſymbol of valuation, a 
general ſtandard denoting the worth of the 


turn of it. It anſwers the purpoſes of mu- 


* Sl r 2 4 * | x . A 
X . . Po l / 
232 N F 1 Ne 
C 0 ˙ͤß— TH Ne * 
195 by 2 ; U 792 8 Gp LR IP SHY: Dy ob 


.. yd ] é d ꝗ ͤ . mv ] ͤ CL Res 
: &: 8 e 4 e eee * — * | + OY Tie Be a ge 


in the courſe of that trafic gives only the 


breaks the true law of commutation, in 
order to poſſeſs himſelf of that for which 
he never pays in kind. The pawn which 
he depoſits, diſpenſes with the contract, in- 
ſtead of binding it cloſer. Let the ma- 
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nually renewed, and his privilege to be in- 
Genificant, is ſtamped upon his gold. 
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void, but that of the good things he has 


gether ſo great an incumbrance as you 


fruits of his own talents into the general 


5 Hold, my young friend, ſaid Beliſarius; 


thing we receive, and a pledge for the re- 


tual commerce, and gives facility to the 
traffic between man and man: but he, whe 


ſymbol, and never parts with the real: ty, 


giſtrate keep painful vigils for the public 
latety ; let the ſoldier fight the battles of 
his country; and let the huſbandman and 
artificer work inceſſantly ; the right of 
the rich man to their joint ſervices, is an- 


In this — ſaid Tiberius, the world 
— 


. — * rel E 7 


2 


— 
2 


— 1 ——UU— — ny — — a, 2 m = * = m m 9 * 2 
— — 5 l 2 — 8 
— — — 8 2 
— — — Kod WPF —— 4 jo — 4 —— — - 9% 
- 73 — We EK ̃ͤ it LANES SSL SS; Fr - TE l 
P —— a 2 —— — — 
- — 1 —— — — — — orgs oe er er nee, — * — 2 _ 
£ ER SE ES So 37 2 WES 5 - \ 
. 44 * — —__ * So 3 8 
x — ESE EY 3 42 2 Is _— 
= cho — 
* . * — . 2 8 


ä * "ER. 8 _— 2 7 

—— x ve" GT” . pt; — * e 2 Ae * 

* n 3 2 ry = 
r 


* 
* 
vl 
ve 

4 
1 
1 


1 l 
= 
40 , 

&+ x 
oy + 1 
4 4 = « 
* i 3 
11 1 
'FF 
: ＋ 
5 * 
OY 4 
WY 
£1 lh 
by... © x) 
$ Th ad 
3 22 
14 
. * 
| F * 
* Bot 
F So 
i] rf 
f *. 
a 
1 i = 
H. 
i 4 " 
* * 25 
% «4 
* * = 
A | 
»; * o 
£ 2 
by, * 
1 
1 7 
15 
25 
1 
1 
l 


«83 BETETISAFRIU:S;-: - 
is hired in the ſervice of opulence.—lt is 
ſo, my young friend, continued Belifarius ; 
and the rich man 1s at no other trouble 
than that of paying in the detail to the 
whole community, the wages of their ſer- 
vitude.— But ſhould there be ſuch a ſlate 
of ſervitude ? enquired Tiberius. Why 
ſhould any government endure theſe men of 
overgrown opulence ?—Becaule, replied 
the hero, the law ſecures to every indivi- 
dual the poſſeſſion of the property he has 


acquired; and nothing can be fo juſtly ac- 


quired, as the fruit of labour, induſtry, and 
knowledge. With the liberty of acquiring 
the right of poſſeſſing, is naturally con- 


nected ; and property, as well as liberty, 


is a civil right not to be violated, “ It is, 
without doubt, an evil, that the opulent 
ſhould have it in their power to throw the 
whole load of their own exiſtence, and that 
of their train, upon the community; but 
it would be a more crying evil, were the 


principles of emulation ſuppreſſed, and | 1 


iaduſtry diveſted of a ſecure title to its 


poſſeſſions. Let us therefore not com. 1 
e Plain 8 


* en at 1 fund a treaſure that 1 


had been hid in his ground. He wrote to the em- 


5 peror Trajan, I Have found a treaſure, Trajan 6 1 


ſwered, that he had nothing to do but to enjoy it. 


It ts too much for a philoſopher ta uſe, replied 3 2 


other. Then make a wrong uſe of it, ſaid the 
prince. Alexander Severus thought the ſame, 
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ELISARIUS. 169 


plain fi able evils. As long as there 
rare degrees of activity, induſtry, and co- 
nomp, there will allo be degrees of happi- 
© nels and inequality in the conditions of 
= mankind. The more flouriſhing the 
2 ſtate, the more ſtriking will that inequality 
| 4 be; 8 yet to level thoſe conditions, is a 
power that no legiſlature will uſurp. 

Let us avow then, 3 d the emperor, 
chat luxury has its uſe; for it tends, by 
its wants and its expences, to compound 
- [8 with the public for the very inequality 

x complained of. In other words, lu cury 
exhauſts its own Fiches: and bids them 
tow among the peop WE — | acknowledge 
it, replied Pelitaritis riches ſhould have as 
many vents as pollible through which to 
ditffuſe them! Fives abroad, I do not mean 
do argue, that the man of affluence ſhould 
1 be obliged to [1 oard his riches, Or Lat any 
rule of policy hould preſcribe the uſe to 
be made of them. The law, I have al- 
ready ſaid, ſhould content itſelf with 
charging the public with the neceſſities of 
2Z government: Farther than this it ſhould 
not go; the reſt of every man's acquili- 
tion mould be left - unexciled, in ſuch. 
manner that the ſtate ſhould draw its ne— 
Neeſſary ſupplies from the ſuperſtuity of its 
y it, t Opinion will do the reſt.— Opi- 

nion! ſaid the emperor—Y es: Opinion, 
I cpi Bclifarius : : that and that only, 
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range all things in their proper order; and 
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without conſtraint and violence, will at 


it is thence alone tha it we are to expect 2 
revolution in the manners. 

A revolution of this ſort appears difficult 
to you; but it depends entirely upon the 
will and the example of the ſovereign. Let 
him be equal and! impartial to merit; let. 
the man of modeſt reſerve and implicity | 
of manners be ſure of the belt reception] 
at court; let the prince proclaim his con- 
tempt of oſtentatious expence, and emaſcu· 
lating luxuries; let him behold with an eye} * 
of diſdain the ſlaves of luxury; let him] 
view with regards of chearfulneſs and re- 
ſpect, the men who labour for the public] 
good, and the court will ſoon take the tone? 
of ſimple manners, ennobled by Wwiſ dom 
and frugality. Oſtentation will no lone} 
be honourable, it will not even be decent : 
A becoming auſterity of life will take th 
place of licentiouſneſs; every thing frivof n 
Jous will give way to wiſdom; perſond 4 
merit will be the beſt letter of recommen 
dation, and pomp and vanity will be left u. 1. 
the empty pleaſures of ſelf. applauſe. Obi 2 
my friends! how rapid would be their fa, 
You know how. docile and imitative ti 
metropolis is; how eaſy to be moulded 'm 
the example of the court! That which gro- 4 5 
into eſteem is ſoon in faſhion. The go A 7 
old frugality once reſtored, diſincereſte 
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heroic manners. The man of ability to be 
uſeful, perceiving inordinate defires no 


baling Wants of luxury, would ſoon find the 


heart; 
a e 3 


freedom, and emulation would kindle u 


power, his beſt and moſt reſpectable prero- 
gative; and yet it is the only rega 15 attri- 
bute of which he 1s entirely ignorant. 


Rees, 


9 3 ls V 
. N r 
e — e e e e 


t! 1e ſovereign be able to c ontroul 4 * ae; 10 


amuſement, the love 


01 pleaſure, and the 


& bs 


him, whoſe every. lende is intoxicated 


3 


15 conduct? Will the 


ed with de lights ? > 


from making the arts ſubſervient to his gra- 
Ffications? No, replicd Be lilarius: But if it 


Can brand 
einach with ſhame, and indolence with 


he can exclude diſſipation, vice, 
2 and 


171 
neſs would follow, and bring in her train 


longer in vogue, and freed from the de- 


ſentiments of honour taking root in his 
the love of his country, and an 
glory would warm the breaſt of 


its generous flame. Alas! did the ſovereign 
know his aſcend ant over the minds of men, 
with what facility he can mould them to 
his will, he would en; 0% it as his e 


2 


By what influence, ſaid Juſt ſtinian, 1 


i 0 t of money? Of whar contequence 15 t 
3 3 to 
with ene , Whether the court ap- 
1 or cenſures 
"= Prince be able to ret; ain the man, whoſe 
Power of wealth is great, from making is 
3 en uſe of the induſtrious? Can he hinder er 
. 11M from being encompafſe 
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and incapacity, however wealthy, from the 1 
fHirſt offices of the ſtate, It will depend upon 


him to make the true comforts of life and 


ſuffer indignity, There will be other re. 3 


every rational enjoyment the ſure attendants "1 5 
of a good and reſpectable character; he can 

give chem to merit, and he can, moreover, 
take from luxury all its pride and oſtenta 
tion, till it feels itſelf the object of contempt. 
This will almoſt e the work: for 
when luxury is thus reduced, honeſty} 


will no longer be depreſſed, nor will virtue 


* ; _— 


wards, of which riches can never be the ſub-Þ* 
ſtitute. The eſteem of the public, dignitics ÞÞ 
and honours will be the price of merit. 
Gold will not be able to cover over ſhame 
and infamy, an the little ſpirit will uit 
in vain in pomp and ſplendid ornament. ga 
Believe me, my good friends, take Price 
from luxury, and you diſarm it. All its re 
fined ſenſations are affected; it ſubſiſts en 
tirely upon the opinion mankind entertain} ly - 
of its gatety and happineſs. Subdue thay 
opinion, and you reduce riches to their traf 
ſtandard. If they aſpire to honour and re 1 
value, they muſt be ennobled by the uf 
made of them. It is impoſſible for Log 1 
to be generous; avarice grows upon 1 
wants; and that very avarice is 3 2 
ed of all the paſſions that are uſually hit 
for money. But if the moſt ardent 99 | 
ſions, ſuch as pride, ambition, and love 4 
| (3 
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1 {for love always is in the train of pomp and 


e vain glory) are no longer attached to mag- 


nificence and oltentation, you may then 
compute how the eſtimate of luxury is di- 
3 miniſhed, and avarice loſes of its force. 
n The real advantages of wealth, ſuch as 
convenience, accommodation, the delights 
aof alfluence, quiet, inde ependance, and that 
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ſupport. 


honour. 


never be ecclipſed in an opulent and fl urim⸗ 


1 unprofitable. honours. The eyes of man- 


| 1 kind are dazzled by the luſtre of wealth; and 
Lignities. nay majeſty itſelf, are obliged to 
| borrow thence their mot. ſtriking decora- 


3 tions. 


ſuperiority which fortune claims over thoſe 
v ho are retained in its ſervice; all theſe are 


preſſion upon little minds; inſomuch that 
am far from hoping or fearing the down- 
fal of arts, Which have luxury. for their 


But let diſtinctions and honours be once 
disjoined from wealth, and then the ſouls 
[23 which nature has endowed with energy and 
ſpirit, with exalted virtues and generous 
ies paſſions, will look down with diſdain upon 
che petty enjoyments of vanity, and will 
= ter elſewhere the rewards of tame and 


The glare of Ace de ſaid Tiberius: will 


ei ing ſtate by the frugal ſyſtem of barren and 
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I I ſhould be glad to know, replied Beli- 
14 larius, 
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174 BELISARIUS 


1 ſarius, of two eminent men, which, accor- 
ding to your ideas, gave the greateſt dig- 


nity and even ma jelty t to the Roman ſenate, 


the rich Lucullus or the Indigent. ward 
The queſtion quite overpowered Tiberiu 
I allude now, continued the hero, to an æra 


of luxury; and yet in that very period, with 


what veneration did the ſound uncorrupted Þ 


part of the commonwealth (I mean the 


people) recal to their minds the days of 


ancient ſimplicity, when Rome was tree, 
virtuous, and poor; when the lands of her 
ſcanty rerritory were tilled by the conqueror's 
hand, and the plough was crowned with 
triu mphant laurel? Let us do juſtice to the 


people, and reſt aſſured that a wile ſovereign, 


_ Incircled with warriors and with patriots 
void of arrogance, but full of years and ho- 
nours, will exhibit. to his people a more 
reſpectable and honourable ſcene, than a 
prince diſſolved in luxury and ſurounded 


by a train of glittering vallals. It is a max- | 


un ever inculcated by perſons in high offices, 
that to ſtrike the public with Ideas of dig- 

nity, their rank ought ever to be adorned 
with pomp and magnificence. They are 


gencrally both ſuperinduced; but they re- 


temble a coat, whoſe amplitude ſerves to 
cover the defeds of the body; and this fur- 


niſhes us with an additional reaſon why the 


whole wardrobe of outward ſhew and ſplen- 


dor, which thus diſguiſes men and confounds Þ 1 
e {a "2 
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the judgment, ſhould be totally thrown | 


fide. When Virtue diſplays itſelf to the 
ublic eye, like a wreſtler in the amphi- 


theatre, her form and vigour Will be bet-. 
ter diſtinguiſhed; and if Vice, Incapacity, 


and Meannels, ever preſume to enter the 


_ lifts, they will ſtand more confeſſed to view, 
and will the ſooner be covered with con- 


fuſion. 


It is another advantage reſulting Con 
{imple manners in eminent ſtations, that the 
burden of rewarding merit 1s ane lighter 
to the public, and the ſtate makes a laving 

of expences, that would be e ruin- 
ous by the inſatiable rapacity of ambition. 
A ſenſible diſtribution of honours will diſ- 
penſe with the neceſſity of magnificent pre- 
ſents; and frugality cven in he orant of 
honours, will make the prince ſtill a better 


ceconomilt for the public good. That 13 


the great end he ſhould have? in view. Io 


reſtrain the rich from launching into a pro- 


fuſion of expence is not the point; prodi- 
gality is a fire that ſoon conſumes the mate- 
rials it ſubſiſts upon. The prime object is 
to preſerve the men, who, unprovided with _ 
every thing but their talents, their know- 
ledge, and their virtues, may be inclined 


to conlecrate themſelves to the ſervice of 


their country, from being tainted by the 


lweets of luxury, and corrupted by the 
wk of gold. The brighteſt diſtinctions, 
14 Lois ſuch. 


g — 2 * — 
— 
— OE Fate time. $5 >. 


* A _ 4 
* p a — — 2 at. 9 5 
, * — — ju ũĩ— — — 3 0 8 . 1 2 8 2 rs Pol >> 24 Mos — 8 = a w ——¾ — — <-> a wh — a> — * by - F 
— 4 22d _— & wn” — ply 2 2 nes . - b —— ” 2 3 — — — — 3 5 — —— 12 —2 = 2 
— —_ —— r — ** d n 7 4 rr - > — Woes => 2 —.— — „T0 AT An 4 — to AFC EA 2 — — 
- ks * _ woos Tenn — * - 322 i.» ia) 2 n — : D — — — — — — — — — — 
- ; . 1 : — 2 9 4 — SY — —— 4d r Dow - . — 2 2 % : 
— r I ITT rr 8 nies os — . Sag a 4 * 3 p * 75 * FEE 2 x . — x, oe we en 0. — £5 — : : 
SLES 5 LI — Lo. ” TOR EC ye 5 3 — r PP - 6% n * = — * "Ip — ge, 33 — r 4 — * 
2 — _ Tb as 1 3 — in. * — oy þ 8 n be 2 5 „ ITS ye op 4 ng ag 2 % - — — Dr 4.458 > — LY * — - — 
* — F * K 8 : : ; : 5 2 > J * 3 To I) ” — — — | . - 


2 FF 
— 4 22 2 


< 
n 
—— — 


* — — & 9 * — * o Mage 4 AS + * 
- Noth . a — 
— ih are brig, Ct . 
e e oe oe. 
ol 


— DAG Gee cg —— — 
. 4 = 


—— —U 2 — 


7 B E LIS ARI US. 


ſuch as are never prophaned by ſordid miſ- 
applications, ſhould be reſerved for perſons _ 


of their temper and genius. I can ſay of 


myſelf, that I ferved my prince with all due 


zeal, and with conſiderable ſucceſs; and my 
own feelings inform me how vile a thing is 


gold when compared with the oaken branch 
and the laurel, thoſe ſweet remembrancers of 
the ſovereion” s affection and eſteem. More- 
over that eſteem, which is ſo grateful to the = 
| honeſt heart, eſpecially when ſeconded Ty: 
the voice of public approbation, the prince 
will do well to reſerve for actions of real 
worth and utility, taking care, with a calm 
dignity of reſolution, never to proſtitute 


them for undertakings vain 1n their nature, 


frivolous or dangerous. That will be his : 
true frugality. To maintain this properly, 


it will indeed demand a firm unſhaken con- 


ſtancy of mind; a ſpirit of juſtice always on 


its guard acainſt ſeduction or ſurprize; a 


determination of the will that never fluctu- | 
ates, but checks even a riſing hope that it 
wall ſoften into compliance. his great and 
d'gnified character will be acquired, nay it 
will be ſupported, if a real love of virtue a. 


nimate the ſovereign's breaſt. In that caſe, 


his opinion will be the opinion of the public, | 
and his example will decide and fix the na- 


tional character. 
Shall I fairly own, aid Tiberius, a dif- 


ficulty chat r remains with me? At the rate ; 
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"BELTS ARES: 7 
you have gone on, the court, from whence. 
the royal tavour, intrigue, and luxury, are 


diſcarded, will grow rather ſerious and. 
gloomy arid poſſib ly then a young prince 
On! 1 underttand you; that the prince 


may want amuſement is your fear; but, my 


dear friend, I have not ſaid that the taſk of 


governing 15 a mere paſtime. And yer, even. 


amidſt che ſollicitudes of royalty, there may 


be many hours of the ſweeteſt enjoyment. 
Ihe muziſter, for inftance, may report to. 


him the progreſs of agriculture in places 


and provinces, which before were melan- 
choly ſcenes of idleneſs, poverty, and diſ- 
treſs: May he not then ſay to himſelf, An 


act of my will has now made millions happy? 


His ſages of juſtice may inform him, that 


by one of his laws the inheritance of an or- 
phan has been. wreſted from the griping. 


hand of hard-hearted avarice: May he not. 
ſay with exultation, Heaven be praiſed! 1 
Have been the protector of the poor. From 
the war-office he will not receive conſolati- 


ons of fo pure and unmixed a nature. But 
when he is told with what zeal and gene- 


rous ardour his faithful ſubjects- ſhed their 


blood in the cauſe of their ſovereign and 


their country, regret and pity will to com- 


pound themſelves in mixed ſenſations of 


love, renderneſs, and gratitude, that the 


tears of humanity will delight him. In 
Mort, the vows and prayers of his own il- 
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luſtrious ra, and the bleſſings of future 
ages, which the conſcious | imagination will 


anticipate, all crowd together in his breaſt, 


and are the ſolid pleaſures of a ſovereign. 
And will not theſe ſuffice? Will there "be 
ſtill a void left aching in his boſom? Like 
the kings of Perſia, in ancient times, he may 
viſit the provinces of his empire, dillinguiſh- 


Ing with his favours thoſe who promote 1n- 


af try and agriculture, plenty and popula- = 
tion; while pride, inhumanity, and indo- } 


lence, for working the contrary milchiets, 


will be ſure to meet the marks of his diſ- 


pleaſure. Ar Byzantium, as well as at 
Rome, the public granaries have been vi- 
tired by the emperors ; would it be a de- 


grading conde eſcenſion, if they made a pr = 


gfeſs into the country, to know with 


certainty that under the lowly root of the . 


peaſant bread has not been wanting for his 


5 helpleſs children? Alas! how uninſtru& ed 


muſt that prince be in regard to his Hit y 
and his intereſt, who ſuffers a vacuity in his 
time! We muſt not imagine that a prince, 
in his moments of tra nquillity, when he is 
_ detached from the cauſe and duties of his 

rank, is to remain a ſtranger to the ſweet 


ſenſations of domeſtic happinels and ſocial _ 
pleaſure. He will have his ſelect friends; 
and unbending himfclf with them, he will 
| taſte the charm of rational delight. The | 


man of virtue, who wants little, and 1 


— therefore 
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therefore eaſily contented, diſplays in his 
converſation that ſerenity of ſober joy, which 
ſprings from peace and inward harmony; 
that heartfelt caſe, to which pri ide impor- 
tuned by Craving wants, and vice for ever 
ſuffering the corroſions of remorſe, are utter 
ſtrangers. An honeſt mind, it mult be 
acknowledged, will find but little leiſure to 
relax itſelf from the duties of an important 
office; but the moments of vacation will 
be delightful. Remorſe, ambition, and. 
fear, are baniſhed from the hallowed hour. 
The court where. uprightnes, truth, and 
virtue may walk ſecure, without fearing 
envy, that hes in ambuſh, and without 
apprehending ſudden diſgrace from the 
whim of the prince, will not, perhaps, be 
the moſt brilliant court, but it will be the 
| happieſt in the world, —It will not be 
_ crowded, ſaid the r why not, 
reſumed Beliſarius? The little ambitious. 
fry, that love to ſhine in eaſe and ſplendid 
vanity will not flutter in the circle; but to 
recompenſe that loſs, men of probity and 
of ul ſeful talents will form a numerous 
party. I ſay numerous, my friend Tibe-- 
rius, and I ſay it in honour of human na- 
ture. When virtue is in faſhion, the ſeeds: 
of it will be diſcloſed in every heart. Public 
eilimation is a kind of ſun in the moral 
world, that warms, that animates, and calls: 
forth the latent principles of truth and ho- 
5 RED Ce our. 
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hs BELISARIUS 
nour. When the ſoul is ſunk in floth and 


languor, it is not then the time to delineate 


its true character. Is it to be expected that 


a young man, who has heard nothing from 
his father but the panegyrick of money; 


: whole | Imagination has been dazzled with the 
luſtre of gold; who in cities and in villages. 


has ſeen nothing ſo abject and deſpiſed as la- ; 
bour and induſtry; went has been taught 


by experience that pride can creep, that 
ambition will crouch, that law will bend, 


the road to honours be thrown open, and 
court favour diſpenſe its ſmiles at the beck 
and command of riches; that they, and they 
only, can protect him from injuſtice, or ex- 
_ ercile the ſevereſt tyranny; that they adorn 
and embelliſh vice, ennoble meannels, and 
juperſede talents, ability, and virtue; is 
it to be expected, 1 ſay, that a young man 
ducated in this train of thinking ſhall be 


able to draw the line between goOd and 
evil, virtue and ſelf-intereſt ? Let a different 
doctrine prevail; let the ſovereign, that 
fountain of the manners, ſet the faſhion of 


the heart; let education and habits of vir- 
tue teach the value, the neceſſity of ſelf- 
approbation; let them awaken the love of 
| honeſt fame, and a defire to win the ap- 


plauſe of good men; let the ſoul expatiate 
abroad to gather the ſufirages of the preſent 


age, and to foreſtal the praiſe of future 


times; let fair renown be next to virtue the 


gin 


Fat — * 
” „ 
* 2 3 r 


. 


; 0 P — FW I t * 55 
1 LF F : . ESL 1 - > . p * 4 
-d A j 3 1 aS + 72 ho 8 . * Fi * 5 4 
2 Bo OE TSS EY, CHESS POS ow IT 77 - ad . "wy 


\ ESD - Dr 

of e 4 7 bo 
& . . n 
ET RX 8% 
Ws: c 


BELISARIUS its 


higheſt and greateſt good; let zeal for the *. 
moral character make honour dearer than 
life, and ſhame more dreadful than even 


annihilation; let theſe principles be once 
eſtabliſhed, and it will ſoon be found how 
feeble is the influence of ſordid views and 


mean deſires. Oh! my good friends! where 


would now be the names of Decius, Re- 


gulus, and the Cato's, had they not been. 
touls of fire, inſpired by konour, and replete 


with virtue? To excite an emulation of their 
example, there mult be an inſtitution found- 
ed in wiſdom, and real encouragement to 
make men run the bright career of glory. 
It were vain and idle to require of the fa- 


thers of families, that they ſhall train up 
their children in the paths of virtue, if that 


very virtue be left to languiſh under diſ- 
grace, and bear the ſpurns "of triumphant 


vice. To re-eſtabliſh order, and give the 
manners the ſtrength and beauty of ſyſtem, 
all that is good 1n lite muſt be appropriated 


to virtue; "evil ſhould be the portion of 
iniquity, and every advantage aſſigned to 
zuſtice and to honour. Let government 


proceed thus ſyſtematically, and it will 


readily ſtrike your obſervation how the 
manners will ſecond the laws, and gain 
ſtrength and enforcement from the popular 
opinion, Hopes and fears, rewards and 
puniſhments, dignities and diſgrace, thoſe 
are the engines that policy ſhould ſet in 
motion 
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motion on the ſide of virtue and civil liber- 5 


ty; by managing theſe properly the world 
may be governed at diſcretion. 
But to keep more cloſely to the point; 


by proud and oſtentatious manners the 


great are rendered inſolent and avaricious; 


trom ſimple manners ſpring the oppolſite 


qualities of moderation, juſtice, and hu— 
manity; and thus the leading intereſts of 


vice being liſted on the ſide of virtue, men 


vill adopt the latter with the ſame ſpiri: 
that attached them to the former. 


Tou have given us a pleaſing reverie, 
ſaid Juſtinian, an agreeable and flattering 


dream Far from it, replied Beliſarius; 
to think of making intereſt and ſelf. love 
the ſprings of human actions, is by no 
means a dream. Call to mind by what 
methods was formed, in the infancy of the 
republic, that glorious ſenatorial order, in 
which ſo many ardent virtues, ſuch heroic 


patriotiim blazed forth upon the world. 1 


To what, think you, was it Owing ? It was 


| becaule there was nothing at Rome ſuperior 
to greatneſs of ſoul;* it was becauſe public 
veneration was attached to virtuous man- 


ners, and glory was the hero's ſure reward. 


Such, in all periods of the world, have been 


the great ſprings and movers of the human 
heart. 


I am 


* Dum nullum ' faftidir eur gens, inguo entteret virtas, 


crevit inperium Acuanum. Lav. lib. 4. 
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1 am not now to learn that inveterate 
habit, and particularly the habits of de- 


tpotic pride, give way unwillingly to the 
moſt powerful motives. But lat it be ob- 
ſerved, that for one ſon of profligacy and 
corruption, who would hold out with ob. 
ſtinacy, in ſpite of ſhame, diſgrace, and 
infamy, there are a thouſand Who would 
yield at once to the controul of reaſon, and 
having glory for their excitement, would. 
walk contentedly in the paths of honour. 
and of virtue. Let me purſue the conſe- 
quences of this idea. I ſuppoſe that men 
of virtue are placed at the helm of govern- 


ment. I will, in that caſe, anſwer with my 


life for the prompt obedience, the fidelity, 
and the public ſpirit of a people, Who are 


no longer bent under the yoke of oppreſ- 


ſion, but, inſtead of being harraſſed by little 
tyrants, find their lives, their property, 
and their liberty, ſecure under the protection 

of the laws. The ſtate then begins to raiſe. 

its head; concord prevails through all claſſes 
of the community; the plan of Conſtantine, 
built on a Jandy botrom, lays a deeper 
oundation; ; and from civil union 1 ſee 
ipring up emulation, fortitude, zeal for the 
public good, and with theſe that weight 


among the nations which made Rome che 
miſtreſs of the world. 


While Beliſarius thus diſcourſed: Juſti- 
nian Lan in ſilent admiration, the en- 
thuliaſtic 
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thuſiaſtic ardor with which the good old 
man, forgetting the infirmities of age, his. 
miſeries, and his misfortunes, triumphed 
in the idea of rendering his country flouriſh- 
ing and happy. It is generous, ſaid the 
emperor, to teel ſo warm a concern for an 
ungrateful people. My friends, replied 
the hero, I ſhould welcome and blels, as 
the moſt glorious of my life, the day on. 
which I ſhould be thus accoſted; * Belila- 
0 rius, we are going now to let your blood 
„ oulh-at every vein, but the price of it 
_« will be the accompliſhment of all og 
Wines 
His amiable daughter, Eudoxa, now 
came to inform him that his ſupper was 
ready. He went in, and ſet himſelf at table: 
Eudoxa, with a graceful air of modeſty 
and dignity, ſerved up to her father a plate 
of pulſe, and ſeated herſelf by him. And 
is that your ſupper, ſaid the emperor? It is, 
replied Beliſarius; it was the frugal meal 
of Fabricius, and F abricius was, at leaſt, my 
equal, 
„ Let us ee ſaid Tuftinian- to Tibe- 
rius; at a fight like this I find myſelf co- 
vered with ſhame and confuſion. 
The court, in hopes of diſſipating the 
cloud which they perceived hung over the 
emperor's mind, had prepared a ſcene of. 
feſtivity. He did not condeſcend to ho- 
nour it with his preſence, At table the 
OT Saas eee idea 
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idea that occupied his thoughts was the 


ſupper of the old general; and as he with- 


drew, Beliſarius is happier than I am, ſaid 


he to himſelf; for he lays him down on his 
pillow withour remorle to break his quict. 


CHAP, XIV. 


Live but in his Piel raid the em- 
peror next day to Tiberius, as they 


were on their way to viſic the hero; the 


compoſure and ſer renity of his mind trans- 


fuſe themſelves into mine. But as ſoon as 
I leave him, the clouds, which in his con- 
verſation were diſperſed, collect themſelves. 


again, and the former gloom returns upon 


me. Methought yeſterday, 1 perceived 
in his delineation of manners and princi- 
ples, the portrait of human happineſs; and _ 
an alli ables 
of bold and random colours, without ar- 
rangement or deſign. While he ſpeaks, 


now it is a canvaſs preſenting 


every thing appears eaſy, and now I am in- 


volved in a ſcene of difficulties. In the 
firſt place, overloaded as the empire is 
with immoderate expences, the hero's. 
ſcheme for making the burthen lighter to 


the poor !—his plan for new modelling upon 


a better eſtabliſhment, an army well nigh 


annihilated by a war of twenty years Hand 


then the multiplicity of taxes to be reduced 
| da 


E — = " — — * * CES de 
= F< —— — — — 2 —- * N — EI - uh 
— q — 3 X * r dom 
— a nn as > — yn a * — pz — 
—— » - 2 x 0 = a - — — = — 
2 — — OTE An EX I ES 2 —_ — — — 

be SY : : 6-2 DDS — — — =, > — 

r 1 Shes : 1 * — 2 - . 

3 7 7 —— — 1 1 


— 5, 


r 
—— nang 
— AS . — 


5 
1 
= 7 — 


136 EIS ART U-S; 
to one general impoſt, light and ſimple !— 
He has ſeen the ſubject in all its points of 
view, ſaid Tiberius, and will, I dare ſay, | 
remove your difficulties, Acquaint him 
with the reflections that have occurred 
to you. 
I Theconverſation was accordingly ope ned 
with a ſtate of the emperor's reaſo: nings; 
and after hearing them attentively, [ 
knew, ſald Beliſarius, that I ſhould ſtart in 
be tau mind a number of doubts; but I. 
atter myſelf 1 ſhall be able to remove 
them all. 
The expences of the court, ceiling: to 
my plan, are now reduced. We have 
WE (hed luxury and tavouritilm. Let us 
now take a view of the metropolis ; and 
pray tell me the reaſon why ſuch a ſwarm 
of inhabitants, lazy, indolent, and almoſt 
without number, ſhould be a burthen to 
the ſtate? The corn which is diſtributed 
among them, would maintain twenty legi- 
ons T. It was in order to people the city, 
and make it emulate Rome, that Conſtan- 
tine charged himſelf with this ruinous ex- 
pence. But by what title can an uſeleſs 
and inactive race Pretend a right to be 


thus 


| 15 40,000 buſhels per FIR the buſhel, modius, one 
foot ſquare, and four inches deep, The Roman foot 
Vas ten of our inches. The allowance of the ſoldier 

was ſive buſhels a month, or the ſixth of a buſhel per 
day : therefore 40,000 buſhels, at ſix men to a a buſkcl, > 
would maintain 15,000 men. 


4 


5 ſimplicity ; and the militia of the palace 


TELEFSARLUS 17: 
thus maintained at the public charge? The 
Romans, a people altogether of a military 
genius, might well claim to be nouriſhed, 
even in, time of profound peace, by the 
_ fruits of their conqueſts; yet in the very 
: height of their ſplendor and their glory, a 
portion of land to cultivate was all they 
required; and that being allotted by the 
late, it is well known with what eagerneſs 
they iſſued forth to the labours of the 
field, But with us, what uſeful end is an- 
 ſvered by that ever- <craying multitude that 
beſieges the gates of the palace? I Was it 
with ſuch men that I expe led the Huns, 
thoſe ravagers of Thrace? The city ſhould 
retain only ſuch a number of inhabitants 
as can find due employment to maintain 
themſelves by their induſtry ; the reſt 
ſhould be ſent forth to coloniſe in different 
parts of the empire. They would increaſe 
population, and ſubſiſt upon the fruits of 
their labour. Agriculture is the ſeminary 
of ſoldiers: a good and ſerviceable militia 
will never be formed out of a lazy race, 
who are contented to loiter away their 
days in idle poverty. Let the laws, and 
above all, the taxes be reduced to a plan of 
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ul be undone by Its own inſignificance, | 
What 

Et quem panis alit gradibus difdenſus ab altis. 
Prud. Lib. 1. in Synn. Panes Palatini bilibres. The 
Roman pound was ten modern ounces. Vide Buling. 
4 tributis ac veel galil us: P. . 
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188 BELISARIUS. 
What an immenſe ſaving may be made by 


that circumſtance need not be mentioned. 
The molt alarming expence of govern- 
ment is the maintenance of the army. But 


cven that expence will be reduced to the 


regular body of the legions; for the vete- 


rans eſtabliſhed in colonies upon the fron- 


tiers of the empire, ſubſiſt by their own 


Induſtry, and their immunities and exemp- 


tions from all civil offices ſtand in the na- 


ture of pay. + Thoſe colonies, the maſter- 
ſtroke of Conſtantine's genius and policy, 


are not as yet annihilated; to make them 
_ revive in all the ſpirit of their original de- 


ſign, depends upon the will of the prince; 


for in fact, the number of gallant ſoldiers, 
Who are now drooping in poverty and in- 
dolence, deſire no better reward than to be 
ſent to cultivate and defend the lands they 
have acquired by conqueſt. The ſame may 
be aſſerted in regard to the troops Which 
have been ſettled upon the borders of ri- 


vers *. Thoſe places now improved and 


cultivated, repay with abundance the in- 
1 9 7 of the labourer. 


W hole 
WU 154. L Orig: lu Gouw. Fr. par M. L'abbe Garnier. 


+ Jam nunc munificentia mea (ConsTANT. ) omnibus 


 weteranis id offe conciſſum perſpieuum fit, ne quis ꝛilloruim 


wllo munere ciwvili neque operibus publicis conveniatur.— 


vacantes terras accipiant, eaſque perpetuo habeant immu- 


nes, Cod. Theod. Lib. 7. Tit. 20. 
They were called ripenſes. Alexander Sedaris 


firſt eſtabliſhed them, Vide Lamprid. in Alexand. 
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Whole ſwarms of barbarians have been 


conſtantly crowding about our frontiers, in 
hopes of gaining a ſettlement + in our pro- 
vinces; and occationally they have been 
5 admitted, without ſufflient precaution ; 
but the danger conſiſted in admitting too 
large a number. Let foreign ſettlers, 


therefore, not be embodied together, bor: 


diſperſed in diſtant places, and let the waſte 
and uncultivated lands be allotted to them. 


Of theſe we have, alas ! too many ! * but 
a vigilant and active government would 


ſoon naturalize the foreign intruders, and 


incorporate them with the reſt of the ſtate 


as uſeful citizens, and well affected ſoldiers. 


The Legions, therefore, are now the 


only remaining burthen to the ſtate; and 
the tribute which we draw from Egypt, 
from Afric, and Sicily, would well ſup- 
port three times the number the govern— 
ment ever had in its ſervice $. It is not re- 
ipectig this article that parſimony is re- 
quired 


+ Theſe fettlers were called Let, and their lands, 


Letic farms, 
t As the Goths under t the Emperor Valent. | 


»The lands of the Fiscvs, or Treaſury, were im 
menſe. The puniſument of moſt offences was a 


ConFisCaTion of property. Vide L' Abbe Garn. de 
Orig. ne du Gour, Fre 

$ Sicily paid a tribute to the Romans of 7,200,000 
buſhels of corn; Egypt, 21,600,000; and Afric, 
43, 200, ooo; at the rate of ſix men to a buſhel, there 
was a daily maintenance for 1,200,000 men. 
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quired, concerning their maintenance +, 


The ſtate may be at eaſe, but it cannot be 
too ſtrenuous in its endeavours to fix them 


upon a good and regular eſtabliſhment. 
There was a time, when admiſſton into the 
legions was an honour reſerved for the ci- 
tizen of R ome, $ and was warmly diſputed _ 
by the young men, who were eager candi- 
dates for it. That time is now no more, but 
it ſhould be renewed. - And then, what 
may not be atchieved by men WhO have : 


both honour : and bread ! 


Men are no longer the ſame, ſaid the 
Emperor, — The nature of man is the 
late, replied Bel.ſarius z and nothing is 


changed 188 Opinion, that ſovereign miltrels 
of the manners. In fad, we only want the 
ul of one great man, his genius and his 
example, to expand themſelves abroad, and 


fix the principles and the manners. From 


a million of inſtances, that ſupport this pro- 
poſition, take a lingle fact, which is, in my 


eſtimation, worthy "of the old republic in 


its greateſt period, and evinces. plainly, 
that in all ages, the virtue of mankind has 


e elf! in -Proporien to the demand 
made 


& The 3 pay of a ſoldier was 400 aſſes, 


value 25 filver denarii, equal to one nummus aurey. 


The a/fis was an ounce of copper, the ſilver denarias : 


_ weighed one, and theaureus 140 grains. 
§ This honour was alſo eagerly diſputed by the 
youth of the Provinces, who had the rights of the cir 7. 


BELISARTUS.. 91 
made for it by thoſe who were ſufficiently 
{killed in the powers of human nature. 


Rome was taken by Totila. One of 


our brave officers, whoſe name was Paul, 
had fallied out of the City at the head of a 
ſmall party, and entrenched himſelf on an 


minence, where he was ſurrounded by the 


enemy. Famine, it was not doubted, 


would ſoon reduce him to the neceſſity of 


ſurrendering ; and in fact, he was in want 


of every thing. In this exigence, he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to his ſoldiers : « My 


„ friends, ſaid he, we mult either periſh, 


or ſurvive in 8 You, I know, 
9 


CC 


„ nobly. The "coward m ay reſign him- 
<« felf to be conſumed by famine ; he may 

linger in miſery, and wait, in a diſpirited 
condition, for the friendly hand of death. 


ec 
cet 
4c 


(e 


„now to learn the proper ule of our arms: 
we know how to carve for ourſelves an 


„ honourable death. Yes, let us die, but 
<6 


us 


> "S> 


mies, that our fall, inſtead of raiſing the 
ſmile of deliberate malice, may give 
them cauſe to mourn over the victory 
that undoes us. Can we wiſh to loiter 


« that 
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will not heſitate about the ches ce; but 
it is not enough to periſh, we mult periſh. 


But we who have been ſchooled, and 
educated in the field of battle, we are not 


not inglorious and unrevenged let us 5 
die covered with the blood of our ene- 


a few years more in life, when we know 
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192 BELISARIUS. 


« that a very few muſt bring us to our 
„ oraves ? The limits of human life cannot 
be enlarged by nature, but glory can ex 
tend them, and give a ſecond life.“ 


He finiſhed his harangue: the I 
declared their refolution: to follow him. 


hey began their march; the intrepid 
countenance with which they advanced, 


ſoon denoted to the enemy a deſign to give 


battle with all the courage of the laſt de- 
ſpair. Without waiting, therefore, to receive F 
the attack of this Magoo band, the 
| Goths thought proper to compound, by an 


immediate grant of life and liberty. T 
can count, my friends, Upon at leaſt tw 


| mile in tbe empire, capable of the ak 


magnanimity, if another Paul were at the 


head of them. We can reckon alſo ſome 
Chiefs of this illuſtrious claſs ; our victories 
have pointed them out. While ſuch re- 
ſources remain, let us. not deſpair of the 
commonwealth, Are you ſtill to be told, 
to what a degree of prolperity, affluence, | 
and population, the force of the ſtate may 
be increaſed ? Recal to mind the condition 
in ancient times, I will not ſay of Gaul, 
which \ we meanly abandoned, ＋ but of 


Spain, 


8 A be Bll. heal  advverſus Golde. 
Lib. 4. 


t In order to deliver Rome and Italy from ther 
Goths, the emperor ceded to them the faireſt pro- 


vinces of Gaul. Fa#a et fervitus neftra pretium Je- 


curitatis alien@. SIGON, 88 Lib. 7. 4. 7. 
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- Spain, Greece, Italy, the republic of Car- 
thage, and the various realms of Aſia from 
the banks of the Nile to the Euxine ſhore. 
Recollect that Romulus , who in the in- 


fancy of the ſtate had but one legion, was 


able at his death to bequeath to his ſucceſ- 
ſor forty-ſeven thouſand men under arms. 
By that circumſtance you will be inſtructed 
| what may be done by the activity, vigi- 


lance, and ſpirit of a ſingle man. The © 


Pire, it is ſaid, is undone. How! are reals; : 
Sicily, Spain, Lybia, and £-ypt, all ex- 

hauſted ? Are Bœotia, Macedonia, and the 
plains of Aſia, which made the riches of 
Darius and Alexander, are they grown bar- 
ren and unproductive ? But the numbers of 

mankind are thinned ! Oh, my friends, let 


ſocial happineſs be re-eſtabliſhed in thoſe 8 


regions, and the prozreſs of population will 


be rapid: men will be found in plenty, 
and then, I ſhould have courage to propole 

the vaſt plan which I have meditated, "and 
| which, perhaps, is the only way to render 
the empire more powerful and more flouriſh- 
| ing than ever.—And what can that pln. 


be, faid the emperor ?—1 will open it to 


you, replied Beliſarius. 
The operations of war, according to our 


way of conducting it, exceeded the ſtrength 


t The legion at that time conſiſted of 3500 foot 
and 300 horſe, Vide Diony/. Halic. and Plutarc?'s liſe 


5 of 


of Romulus. 
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made but a feeble ſubſtitute! in the room of more re- 
gular lorccs. | 


94 BELISARIUS. 
of our armies ; we were quite exhauſted by 
labortous marches and fatigue of every kind 


The diverſion of our arms gave the enemy 


an opportunity to alarm us with ſudden in- 
curſions, which the line of veterans and of 


Agrarian ſoldiers, poſted on our borders, 


was not ſufficient to withſtand ; and in con- 
ſequence, before the regular legions could 
come up to their ſupport, devaſtation and 
terror without controul ſpread a general ra- 
vage . Tn order, therefore, to > oppoſe to 
this torrent a conſtant fence, I would new 


model the empire upon a plan of military 


policy, in ſuch fort that every freeman 
ſhould be a ſoldier, but for the purpoſes 


only of internal defence. Upon this ſyſ- 


tem, every prefect would have under his 
command a well-arranged army, of which 
the cohorts would be formed by the cities, 


and the legions by the provinces, with pro- 


per places appointe ed for their rendezvous, 


that they might 10 act in concert as at 


the ſound of at trumpet, to aſſemble imme- 
diately, and be embodie at the ſhorteſt 


warning. | 
"Pw 


4 In the time of Auguſtus, the frontier provinces 
did not exceed nine. The legions were eſtabliſhed 
at fixed and regular poſts. But the number of pro- 


vicces encreafing afterwards, the legions became ina- 
dequate to the ſervice. Conſtantine withdrew them to 


au interior ſtation, and the lines of veterans, to whom 
ands were allotted on the borders of the enemy, 


. 
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From an army of this kind would reſult 


the further advantage, that every individual 
would glow with the love of his native foil ; 
that ſoil which he has helped to people, 
which his hands have cultivated, and which 
is endeared to him by the labour he has 
employed to make it flouriſhing and fruit- 


ful. With theſe incentives int their boſoms, 


you may imagine to yourſelf how ardent 
they would be in the Juſt defence Of their 
Property . 
In an empire of wide extent, there is no- 
thing ſo difficult as to diffuſe through th 
whole an idea of a common cauſe, a 8 
ciple of civil union, and one general intereſt, 
Among people ſeparated by the lea, we ſel⸗ 
dom obſerve any conſiderable degree of at- 
tachment to one another. The South is 
wholly indifferent about the dangers that 
alarm the North. The Dalmatian and the 
Illyrian march under our banners into Aſia 
3 the coldeſt inſefſibility: to them it is 


matter of no concern whether the T. igris 
80 95 under our laws or thoſe of the 3 


By military dite pline he is retained in tlie 
camp, and from the love of plunder he de- 
rives a degree of ſpirit; but cool reflection 

ſucceeds by fatigue and labour he is re- 


K 2 laxed ; 


+ Land- poſſeſſions inſpire their cultivators with 
courage to defend them. 'The fruit of the ſoil is the 
Rake which the conqueror propoſes to win. Zeneph, 


872 Handy. 
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; laxed ; and in the firſt moment of diſcon- 
| tent or terror he abandons a cauſe which is 
not his own. Upon my plan the very reverſe 


_ would be the caſe: the name of country 


would not be an empty found to the ſoldier, 
but the object of his affection, ever dear and 


preſent, and twined about his heart by all 


the tendereſt ties of nature. To inflame the 
ſoldier with ſpirit againſt the enemy, the 


Proper harangue may be thus conceived. 


Friends, countrymen, and fellow-citizens! 
behold the lands which gave you nurture; 
% Lo, the roof under which you drew your 

« firſt breath | the tomb of your anceſtors, 
a the cradle of your infants, and the bed 
of your wives, whom you are now going 
to defend.” — And are not theſe power- 
ful and pathetic motives ? They have made 


5 


more heroes than even love and ambition. 
Oft their reſiſtleſs influence over minds train- 


ed up to ideas of war and the rigorous du- 
ties of military diſcppline, you may eaſily 


form a judgment. 


For my part, I dwell with inexpreſſible ; 
delight on the picture, which even now 


| imagination fondly draws of a laborious, 


EY, warlike youth, preſſing with ardour in all 


our towns and villages to the ſtandard of 


their country; a ſpirited end active race, 


5 preſerved by jabour from the vices of indo- 
lence, enured by habit to the rigours of 


many exerciſe, addicted to the uſeful 5 
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of peace, and eager to take the field upon 


the firſt alarm of danger ! In a militia fo. 
conſtituted, the crime of deſertion would be 


a crime againſt nature“; and their courage 


and fidelity would be ſecured to their coun- 
try by every ſacred bond that holds ſociety 
together. The ſtate would not the leſs on 
this account be provided with its regular le- 
gions, which would be a moving bulwark, 
ready to be advanced whenever danger 
called. By theſe means a ſpirit of emula- 


tion and a warlike genius would be diffuſed 


throughout the empire, and the reward of 
bravery might be a commiſſion to ſerve in 
the regular and more honourable body of 
the legions, which would be thus recruited, 
without thoſe raſh levies of men, which par- 


tia'ity, fraud, colluſion or negligence, inliſt 


into the army +. We ſhould then have a 


muſter of the people. How ſuperior would 


be the force of the empire to any former 
period of its ſtrength, even though we ſhould _ 
look back to the days of its moſt refulgent 
glory + * Would the. enemy of the South 


„„ 1 


5 r wilitatis derelidtio contra maturan ef. 


| Cic. . 
= + Hinc of abiows ab. 10 il ate cater. FRG len- 
8 d p militem Incurioftus legit ; dum he ſſeſſisui bus indict. 


Tyrones per gratiam aut Aimee, probantur. hs 
1.6. . cp. 7. 
t Under Auguſtus 23 legious; under Tiberias 2 


Adrian 30; Galba 37 2,000 me half Romans and' 
"us other batf auxiliaries. 
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Th or we North dare, in that cale, to iavade 


$? Would they aſſault a people, who with 
an a ondifciplined army, unprovided with the 


proper inſtruments of war, and almoſt with- 


out bread, have ſo often beat back their 1 ir- 
ee 3 
And who can anſwer, interrupted Tuki- 


la that, 125 a military ſtate like this, the 


people will a! WAYS be under the controul of 
government? Who will venture to enſure 
2 due ſubordinat! 1ON Pit Wil be enſured, 


| replicd Belifarius, by their own intereſt, by 
| the benignity of the laws, and the modera- 
tion, juſtice, and fag SACIY, of a wiſe admini- 
ſtration, You vill be ſo good as to bear 
in your minds, that I made the happineſs of 
the people the very corner: ſtone of the edi- 
lice. It is very true, ſaid Juſtinian; but 
the people are prone to change, fond of in⸗ 
novation, inconſtant, reſtleſs, and ready to 
: be inLamed by the firſt factious leader that: 
hopes to find his account in civil commo- 


tions.—You ſce the people in one light on- 


Iy, replied Beliſarius; you judge of them in 
their prelent condition, a ſtate of ſu llering, 


like that in which they were plunged at 
Rome, * when Rome had fallen into miſ- 


fortunes. But of this you may be ſure, that 


men yy know their own wants, and 
| will 


” Hi mores vulgi odifſe prefentia, træterita celebrare. 


AIngenio mobili ¶ plebem ) ſeditioſam, diſcordioſam, cupi- 


Salluſt. 


dam rerum run, oy et otio aduenſam. 
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Will underſtand their rights: let the prince 
ſuccour the former, and protect the latter. 
and you may rely upon it that they will 
acknowledge all his patriot cares with gra- 
titude. The ſovereign's love WIK be re- 

paid by the affections "of his people. If he 

prove juſt, benevolent and wiſe, confiding 
the offices of his adminiſtration to none but | 
men worthy of ſeconding the gopd inten- 

tions of a patriot prince, the people on their 


part will be docile and ſubmiſſive. By 


what metamorphoſis, I ſhould be glad to 
know, can a few diſcontented ſpirits, a pal- 
try handful of ſeditious malecontents con- 
vert a people, who have reaſon to be ſatis- 
ſied, into a ſet of perjured rebels? Such a 
revolt is only to be dreaded by him who 
leaves his ſubjects to groan under oppreſſion 7 
the character of reigning for the good of the 
community will always be 2 bulwark againſt 


treaſons and conſpiracies. Can it be imagin- 


ed, that amidſt the applauſes ſent up to the 
throne by a grateful people, rebellion will 
dare to erect its ſtandard? Where is it to ſeek 
accomplices? Will it go into ſcenes of rural 
tranquillity, Where peace, and liberty and 
plenty, fit ſmiling on the land? Will it ſculk 
in towns, where induſtry works in chearful- 
neſs, and the fortunes of every citizen, his 
life, his property, and his rights, are under the 
ſafe-guard of the laws? Will it cabal in fa- 
milics, where 1 innocence, truth, honour, and 
CCC oe the 
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the ſanity of marriage-vows co- operate 


with all the tendereſt ties of nature, and en- 
dear the domeſtic {cene ? Can treaſon in 


ſuch places expect to find affociates ? It will 


not expect it; for the empire of juſtice is 
immoveable, or nothing ſublunary can have 


A Taſting duration. 1 will allow you that in 


making the ſubject powerful, in order to 
render him happy and contented, there is a 


riſk that requires 2 daring mind; but of | 


that d caring mind 1 ſhould. be, though my 


ruin were the conſequence : I ſhould jpeak = 
out and tell my people, I put arms into 
your hands, to ſerve and aid me, if my go- 
vernment be juſt, and to reſiſt uſurpation, 


if I ſhould be guilty of it. This you will 


deem raſhneſs, but in my idea it is the height 


of prudence thus to put under due reſtraint 


both my own paſſions and thoſe of the people, 
thereby eſtabliſhing a ſure barrier againſt 
the ill conſequences of either. With my 
crown I ſhould, by theſe means, tranſmit to 


my ſucceſſor an hereditary neceſſity to go- 
vern according to law; and that necellicy, 


thus rendered deſcendible, would be the 3 


brighteſt monument of glory that ever mo- 


narch left behind him. I am aware, my 
friends, that genuine virtue does not act up- 
on the principle of fear; but if virtue is 


entrenched by it, I ſhall think! it a conſider- 


able advantage; for what virtue is at all 


times {ure of walking upright 1 ? I know it 
IS 
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is a maxim that a prince is above the laws“; 


the very law itſelf aſſerts it, and perhaps 
wiſely; but my firſt care mould be at my 


acceſſion to forget that maxim, nor would {[ 


forgive the ſycophant Who ſhould remind 
me of it. My friends, I now muſt take my 
leave. To change the face of things, and 
new model an empire, is a laborious taſk : 
let us repoſe ourſelves a little. To morrowm 
I ſhall be glad of your company. There 
ſtill remains behind another grievance, 
which afflicts my ſpirits: but I will reſerve. 
it for another opportunity. At our next. 
meeting I ſhall endeavour to intereſt Tibe- 
rius in regard to the matter I have now on- 
I alluded . 
His views are, no doubt, great and ex- 
 renſive, ſaid the emperor as he was on his 
way back. But if his ſchemes are practi- 
cable, they mult be undertaken by ſome 
prince in the vigour of youth, who aſcends 
the throne with a-manly firmneſs of mind, a 


ſpirit of juſtice; of courage and of virtue, 
Added to theſe qualities, he will have occa- 


ſion for a long reign in order to bring about 


OD 


ſo wonderful a revolution. — I am not able 
to decide, ſaid Tiberius; but in his plan I 
thought 1 perceived ſome things that re- 
quire only an effort of the will to compaſs 
them; and if the reſt muſt depend upon 
time, that time, it is to be hoped, is not ſo 


„„ remote, 
155 Princes legibus flatus of Pandec. lib, 1. 
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202» B E LIS ARI US. 
remote, but we may expect to ſee it dawn 
upon us ſhortly. My dear Tiberius, re- 


phied the emperor, you behold difficulties 


with the eye of youthful inexperience z your 


Pe vaults over them; but my infirmi- 
ties ſhrink back diſmayed. To execute 
great projects, alas! ſaid he, with a deep 
ligh, we muſt begin early. It is not the 
time to begin to live, when all we need is to 
learn to die; and yet I muſt ſee the good 
old man again. His converſation it is true, 
afflicts me; but I had rather indulge a 
pleaſing ſadneſs in his company, than ſuffer 
the inſolting gaiety of vain unthinking 


men, who throng about: me in my palace. 


CEASE AV. 


F the accuſtomed hour, the next day y. 5 


the emperor and Tiberius found the 
hero in his garden, enjoying the departing 


rays of the weſtern ſun, It no longer lights 


me, ſaid Beliſarius, with a look expreſſive 


of inward happineſs, but it ſtill warms and 


comforts me. In that ſtupendous orb I 


adore the bounty and magnificence of the 


great Creator, To hear this ſtrain of piety 
from a warrior, laid Juſtinian, delights and 
raviſhes me; it is the triumph of religion 
—The nee of religion, replied Beliſa- 

ius, 


R 2 * 8 

— 3 TC . 

3 . r 
„ wo B 


rius, is to adminiſter conſolation in the hour. 
of adverſity, and to mingle in the cup of 
ſorrow the ſweets of calm delight, and hea- 
venly ſatisfaction, That religion affords 
this heartfel joy, who can give better teſti- 


\ 
SEES ARES og 


10ny than myleli ? Overwhelmed with 


years, deprived of ſight, and deſtitute of _ 


friends, abandoned over to myſelf, and no- 
thing preſent to my thoughts but the de- 


cline of frail mortality, allliction, and my 


approaching grave, I have nothing left but 
to ſend up my meditations to Heaven : r 


to deprive me of that were, perhaps, 


drive me to deſpair. The g00d man ole 


with God *; a ſecret conſciouſneſs that he is 
acceptable tO his Creator warms his heart; 
and from that ſource he derives ſtrength _ 
and rapture even in the midit of affliction... 
When I was firſt ſurrounded with misfor- 
tunes, deſerted by all, and given up to my 
enemies, who were plotting my ruin, I have 
often ſaid to myſelf, Be of courage, Beliſa- 
rius; you are tree from ſelt— reproach, and 

your God beholds you. My heart, where 

all was laid waite and deſolate with 
miſery, revived and glowed within me at 
that reflection; I felt it expand in my bo- 
ſom with new life and joy. I hold the ſame 
ſel: conference ſtill ; and when my daugh- 
„5 ter 


Nulla fine Deo mens bona eff. Senec.  Intir bone 
WIros ac Deum amicitia . conciliante a virtute. Idem. 
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208 BFELISARTUS, 

ter is with me, yielding to the ſtroke of af- 
fliction, and bathing my face with tea's 
Can you be afraid I aſk her, that He who 
ſent us on this ſtage of life, will ceaſe to 


prompt, to invigorate, and ſupport us? 


Four heart is endowed with ſenſibility, and _ 
truth and pureſt virtue reſide there; your 
father has not more to anſwer for than your- 
ſelf; and can you imagine that the Foun- 


_ tain 'of all goodneſs will deſert that virtue 


which he loves ? Oh! my daughter, come 
but the moment, when He, that with his 
breath called forth my ſoul into exiſtence, 
ſhall command it into his own glorious pre- 
ſence; and then we ſhall ſee whether wick- 
ed men will follow thither to diſturb that 
tate of bliſs. My poor daughter Eudoxa 
| liſtens with fixed attention to this conſoling 
language, and her tears fall as ſne hears it; 
but they are tears that flow mingled with 
delight: and thus by degrees [ lead her to 
_ conſider life as a little voyage, Which we per- 
form in a bark not accommodated to our 
wiſhes, and therefore with joy we approach 
the port, where all 1s Peace, delight, and 
rapture. c 
You have framed for yourſelf, faid che 
emperor, a very comfortable ſcheme of 
religion! It is the true religion, replied. 
1 Belli arius. Would you 12 me contem- 
plate the God whom I adore, in the light 
of a fullen and offended tyrant, who de- 
lights in vengeance only ? I know full N il 
nat 


I E LIS ARRI US. 205 
that when he is repreſented to us by men of 
dark, of jealous, haughty and melancholy 

tempers, the image of the Deity takes a 
tincture from the Imaginations it has paſ- 
{ed through, and a benevolent God is made 
to appear a fretful, paſſionate, and iraſcible 
being, like the creatures that talk of him. 
They perhaps find their account in making 
their own vices the attribute of heaven: 
But I endeavour to figure to myſelf the 
perfections which it is my duty to imitate. 
Do you think this an error? It is at leaſt 
an innocent one. From the hands of my 
Creator I came forth weak and feeble; he 
will be indulgent therefore; to him it is 
apparent that I have neither the madneſs 
nor the wickedneſs to offend him: that 
infatuation of mind, that impotence of 
pride is foreign to my heart. To my God 
Lam more durifully attached, more fer- 
vently devoted, than ever | was to the em- 
peror : and of this I am lure, that the 
emperor, who is but weak erring man, 
would never have done me harm, if, like 
my God, he could have read my heart. 
Alas! that God, ſaid Juſtinian, is, not- 
withſtanding what you have ſaid, a God of 
Wrath; a terrible Goa!—Yes, to the guilty 
he is I” replied Beliſarius; but I am 
Flf-acquitted in my own Son ene it tells 
me I am good and virtuous; and in the 
lame manner that the flagitious foul is in- 
compatible 
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206 BELISARIUS. 


compatible with the eſſence of the divinity, 
I have the comfort to think that the foul of 
the juſt man is analogous to the fountain of 
all goodneſs. But which of us is the juſt . 
man, ſaid the emperor ? —He that endea- 
yours molt to be ſo, replied Beliſarius: for 
goodneſs conſiſts altogether in volition. 
That you delight in the contemplation of 
your God, ſaid Tiberius, is not ſurprizing, 
ſince you behold him in lo amiable a light! 
Alas! replied the old man, I know how 
much I am obliged to ſtrain my feeble. 
powers in order to conceive ſuitably of the 
Divine Majeſty; and after all the efforts of a 
limited capacity to form into one complex 
idea all that is ſublime, and beautiful, and 
good, I am conſcious how inadequate the 
image is at laſt. But what can a man, who 
would elevate his thoughts to a notion of 
bis Maker? If that all-wiſe and incompre- 
henſible Being delights in any thing, it is in 
the effuſion of benevolence to all his crea- 
tures: this reflection paints him to me in 
the mildeſt attitudes, and on that idea 1 
therefore dwell, in order to form the moſt 
endearing conception of him. 7 
But it will not be enough, ſaid the em- 
peror, to deſine him a benevolent Being: 
you mult call him juſt alſo.— They are ſy- 
nonimous words, replied Beliſarius. To 
delight in goodneſs, and to have a de- 
teſtation for evil; to reward the former, 


and 
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and to puniſh the latter, that is the true 
character of goodneſs: that is my firſt, my 


unalterable principle. Has it never hap- 


pened to you as it has to me, to attend the 
levee of Titus, of Trajan, and Antoninus? 
That is one of the feveries in which my 
imagination loves to indulge. I fancy my- 
ſelf in that court, compoſed of the true 
friends of the crown: I lee thoſe illuſtrious 
princes diſpenſe the {miles of complacence 
all around the honeſt circle; I fee them 
communicate the beams of glory and of 
_ majeſty, mixed and blended with ſuch plea- 
ing delicacy and ſoftneſs, that every heart 


participates of the joy the ſovereign feels 


in diffuſing happineſs to others. If that 
be an auguſt ſcene, how much more glo- 
rious and refulgent will be the court of 


Him, who is at laſt to receive my ſoul! Ir ” 


will be filled with the Titus's, the Trajans, 
and the Antoninus's, thoſe delights of 
mankind, It is in their company, and 
that of the virtuous of all ages and of all 
countries, that the poor blind Beliſarius 


will glow with pureſt fire before the throne 


of a good and equitable God. And the 
wicked, ſaid Tiberius, how do you diſpoſe 
of them ?—They will not be there! I ſhall 
hope, continued he, to ſee in that blaze of 


glory the auguſt and wretched old man 
Who took away my eyes; for he has done 


much good, from the inclination of his 
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208 BELISARIUS:. 

heart; and if he ever did wrong, he was 
furpriſed i into it. He will rejoice, I believe, 
to ſee my loſt organs reſtored: to me !—As_ 
thus the hero ſpoke, his whole countenance 
was irradiated with joy, while the emperor 
poured floods of tears, reclining upon the 

breaſt of Tiberius. 

At length his tender ſenſations giving 
way to reflection, Do you hope, ſaid the 
emperor, to find the pagan heroes in that 
| Paradiſe which has ſo enraptured you?“ 

Do you think they will be admitted? 


My good neighbour, replied. Belifarius, 


you do not mean, I am ſure, to afflict me 
in my old age! I am poor and wretched, 
without any "other comfort than that which 
ſprings up within me from the ſcenes of 
futurity which I have fancied to myſelf. 
If it be an error, pray indulge me in it: 
it cheers my heart, and God is not offend- 
ed; it enlarges my idea of his benevolence, 
and 1 love him more ardently for it. I 
cannot be induced to think that between my 
ſoul and that of Ariſtides, of Marcus Au- 
relius and of Cato, there is an eternal abyſs 
of ſeparation; if I thought there were, I 
feel that my love for the great Author of 
our r exiſtence. would be diminifhed |) 5, 
5 5 Young 
It has been decided by the fathers that God will 


work a miracle, rather than let him periſh everlaſt- 
ingly who has faithfully followed the laws of nature. 
But Juſtinian, it is well known, was a bigot, and of. 
a A perlecuting (pirit. 
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Young man, ſaid the emperor to Tibe- 
rius, While you honour the enthuſiaſtic 
virtue of this hero, you muſt not believe 


him an orthodox guide. Belilarius never 


pretended to be deeply verſed in the myſ- 
teries of faith. And who can be deeply 


verſed, replied "this hero? Alas! who can 


preſume to think his eye has pervaded the 


great ſcheme of Providence. The all-wiſe 
Creator has given us two guides, which 
ought to operate in concert with each 
other; ; and thoſe guides are, the light of 
faith, and of natural reaſon. The truth of 
which we are convinced by intuition, faith 


will never contradict. Revelation is but 


a ſupplement to the light of nature: it is 
the lame voice that ſpeaks to us from the 


throne of heaven, and from the bottom of 


the heart. It is impoſſible that they ſhould 
be at variance; and if on the one hand, the 
truth that ſtirs within me, announces the 
Juſt and good man to be acceptable to his 
Creator, I ſhall never hear on the other, 
that he is obnoxious to the wrath of heaven. 
—And who can be anſwerable, ſaid the 
_ emperor, that this inward ſentiment is the 


revelation of nature ?—Tf it be not, replied 


Belifarius, a juſt and benevolent God ſuffers _ 
me to be miſled, and all is loſt. It is the. 
light of natural reaſon that tells me there is 
an all-governing mind, that commands me 


to worſhip him, and promulgates his Jaws 


in 
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210 'BELITSARIUS. 
in my very ſoul, And will the wiſe 
Creator give me by thoſe means an in- 

Ward conviction, that may prove at laſt the 
groſſeſt error? Alas! whoever is my anta- 
goniſt on theſe points, I beg him to leave 
me ſtill my conſcience, the light of intui- 
tion: it is my guide, and my beſt ſup- 
port. Without it, I can no longer diſtin- 
guiſh right from wrong, or good from evil: 


- truth and falſhood become Lindiſcriminate, 


and my duty loſes its ſanction. I do not 
even know that there are any duties to bind 
me: I then am blind indeed; and they 


Who took from me the light of the ſun, : 


were by far leſs barbarous than the man : 
who ſhould extinguiſh in me the internal 
f light of reaſon. _ | 
 Tetmeaſk you, ſaid jagte. what do 
you perceive fo clearly by this faint, glim- 
mering ray within the mind? I perceive, 
replied the hero, that the religion which 
intimates to me a juſt and benevolent God, 
is a true religion; and that whatever is re- 
pugnant to that fine inward ſentiment, is 
not of that religion. Shall I avow my 
principles? I am attached to that religion, 
becauſe it renders me better, and gives a 
dignity to my nature, If I felt that it 
made me haughty, fierce, and hard of heart, 
1 ſhould abjure it at once, and I ſhould ſay 
te my God, In the dilemma which obliges 
me to be either wicked or an unbeliever, 1 
chuſe 


good to him who does us evil; 
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chuſe the latter, and am ſure it will leaſt 


offend you.—But happily the religion 1 
embrace, is congenital to my heart. Love 
God, and love is works: can any thing 
be more ſimple, juſt, and natural? To with | 
what a 
noble morality ! how generous and ſublime! 
In our misfortunes, to conſider all as a 
trial of virtue, how ſweet and comfortable 
the philoſophy! Thus far I am content; 
and while I poſſeſs this moral ſyſtem, if 


myſteries are propoſed to me, I acknow- 


55 them above my reaſon, and I ſubmit, 
with a ſincere compaſſion for thoſe whoſe 
judgment wants the fame rectitude and do- 


cäility: at the ſame time I recommend them 
to the ſupreme goodnels of the Father of 


all, and to the infinite mercy of that omnt- 


ſcient Judge who ſees the paths of error, 


aid Tultnian; 


and can forgive it, 

In this way of proceeding, 
you are going to deal out ſalvation to num- 
bers without diſtin&tion!—And is it ne- 
ceſſary, replied Beliſarius, that numbers 


ſhould be in a ſtate of reprobation ?—] feel 


with you, ſaid Juſtinian, that it is more 


comfortable to love God, than to fear him; 3 


but all nature atteſts his vengeance, and the 


rigour of his decrees. —For my part, ſaid 


Belifarius, am perſuaded that he only pu- 
niſhes when the divine grace cannot be 


extended; that he is not the origin of 
” evil; ' 
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az BE LIS ARI US. 
evil; that he has formed the beſt poſſible 
ſyſtem, and has diffuſed all the good that 
ſyſtem was capable of receiving. + That 


is my theology. Let it be propoſcd 


throughout the world, and it will be found 


worthy of being embraced with zeal and 
veneration: the voice of nature will ſpeak _ 
aloud in favour of it. Should violence and 


cruelty arm it with ſword and fire; ſhould 


the rulers of the earth, who profeſs this re- 

ligion, with bigot rage bid the fiends of hell 
over run the world, and in the name of 
God excruciate thoſe whom they ought to 


pity and to love, they will eſtabliſh one or 


other of theſe two propoſitions ;z either 
that their religion is barbarous like them- _ 
_ ſelves, or they give the lie to the doctrine 
of truth. - „ 3 


Vou have raiſed, ſaid Juſtinian, a ſerious 
and important queſtion! To throw ſome 


light upon it, it will be proper to enquire 
whether a prince has a right to eſtabliſh 
throughout his dominions, an uniformity 


er 
Ihe opinion of the Stoic ſcool, which was 


adobted by Leibnitz and other Oytimiſis, is here : 
aſcribed to Beliſarius. Bonus t (Deus, ) bono nulla 


ciuſquam boni invidia eft : fecit itaque quam optimum pe- 
tuit. Senec. Epiſt. Lib. 25. Qzidguid nobis negatum 
Ee, dari non potuit. Idem de Benefi. Lib. 2. Cap. 


28. Magna accefimus majora non cepimus. Ibid. 


Cap. 29. Deum fine conſilio agentem ne cogitare qui- 


dem facile eft: que autem fuifſet cauſa propter quam male 


mibi conſultum fuifſet, Marc, Anton. Lib. 6, 


— 
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of faith, and one general mode of worſhip. 
If this right be inherent in the crown, how 
can it be exerted againſt rebellious and 
ſtubborn diſſenters, but by force and pu- 
niſnments? 

As I am making a profeſſion of faith, 
ſaid Beliſarius, I will frankly own, that . | 
whatever concerns the good order of ſo- “ 

_ ciety, and has an influence on the manners k 

is of neceſſity ſubject to the juriſdiction of — 1 
the ſovereign, not as the infallible judge of ß 
truth and falſhood, but as a magiſtrate | | 
whoſe province it is to compute. the poli- if 

tical good or evil that reſults from the ac- 1 
tions of men: and this opinion of mine! l 
found upon this pi.nciple, which ſhould be bi 
a firſt principle in every man's creed, 
namely, T hat God 1s the friend of order, ard 
authorizes nothing that can diſturb it.“ | 

Well then, ſaid the emperor, do you doubt 

that there is a cloſe and inti nate relation 
between the eſtabliſhed faith and the man- 
ners ?— l acknowledge, replied Beliſarius, 
that there are many truths, by their nature 

| interwoven with the manners; but take 

| this with you, that there are intuitive trutks 

' Planted by the hand of God in every breaſt, 

which no man in his ſenſes will call in queſ- 
tion. Whereas the truth of myſteries, 1 9 
which are beyond the reach of the human 

underſtanding, and therefore require a 

Tevelauon, has no connection with the mo- 

rals 
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rals of mankind. For if we conſider a 


moment, we ſhall perceive, that the all-wiſe 
Being has detached his myſteries from the 
great ſyſtem of ethics, for purpoſes the moſt 
important to ſociety, namely, that without 


waiting for a revelation, man ſhould be led 


by the propenlity of his nature, to a moral 


conduct. And if Providence has thought 
fit to make the welfare of ſociety, the po- 


litical happineſs of mankind, the fate of 
empires, and the courſe of human contin- 


gerices, altogether independent of the ſu- 


blime truths of revelation, my queſtion , 
Why ſhould not the civil magiſtrate imitate 
the diſpenſations of the Supreme Being? 


The ſovereign ſhould enquire diſpaſſionate- 


ly whether, 'by believing or not believing. 


apy particular ſpeculative point, mankind 
would in a moral ſenſe be better or worle, 
and in a political view, more valuable citi— 
zens, or more faithful ſubjects. This, I 
will cake upon me to ſay, ſhould be the 
rule of ſovereign authority; and in conſe— 


| quence of it you. {ee what a number of | HY: 


genious diſputes would be excluded from 
civil government. 

1 obſerve, ſaid the emperor, that you 
leave nothing to the luperintendence of the 
magiſtrate but what eſlentially concerns 
the intereſts of ſociety: and yet among all 
the important duties of ſovereignty, "the 
moſt ſacted office ſurely conſiſts in being 


the vicegerent of heaven, for the purpoles 
OI 
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of enforcing the diſpenſations of the eternal 
will. —Ah! let them be vicegerents of al- 
mighty goodneſs, ſaid Beliſarius, and they 
will do well to leave the miniſtry of ven- 


geance to the demons of hell. — That the 


darknets of ignorance ſhould be diſpelled, 
and that Truth ſhould have its triumph 
— ;out the world, muſt be allowed, 
ſaid the emperor, to be coincident with ; 
the plan of Infinite Goodneſs, —T'ruth can- 
not tail to triumph, ſaid Beliſarius , but it 
muſt not be by the arm of fleſh. Do you 
not perceive that, by putting the ſword - 
vengeance into the hand of Truth, you en- 
truſt Eiror with it alſo? The very poſſeſſion 
of that ſword will be ever deemed a ſuffi- 
cient authority to wield it without mercy ; 
and, let me add, Perſecution will alw ays be 


on the fide of the {tron ett, and will there 
erect its banners according to the prevalence 


of opinion, and, as that fu iggeſts, will glut 
itſelf with the blood of unhappy victims. 
In this manner, we know, Anaſthaſius per- 
ſecuted that mode of faith which Tuſtinian 


now protects. The deſcendants of men, 


<— 


who were formerly murdered by the ſpirit 


of intolerance, have now reverſed the ſcene, 


and in their turn commit a daily maſſacre. 
upon the poſterity of thoſe, who not long 
ſince butchered mankind for the ſervice of 


another religion. Behold thoſe two princes, 


who thought to render themſelves accepta- 


ble 
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16 BELISARIUS. 


ble to God by piouſly murdering their fel- 
low-creatures! Suppoſing the principle to 
be right, can either of them be ſure that 
the blood he ſpilt was that with which 


God deſired to fee his altars imbrued? 
Error has an immenſity of ſpace, and truth 


is like a mathematical point in the prodi- 
gious void. And who has hit that point? 
Each man aſſumes that happineſs to himſelf; 
but upon what proof? If there be the clear- 


_ eſt evidence that he is right, can that evi- 


_ dence authoriſe him to inſiſt, and to inſiſt 
ſword in hand, that mankind ſhould be 
convinced by it ? Perſuaſion comes from 


heaven, or it is the work of man. If from 
heaven, it will bring with it the credentials 


of its miffion ; if it be of human origin, It 
can only claim the authority of reaſon over 
the faculties of the underſtanding. Each 
man is anſwerable for his own ſoul. It is 
his buſineſs, therefore, and his only, to de- 
termine the choice upon which the happt- 
_ nels or miſery of his furure exiſtence de.. 


pends. You would compel me to think 


as you do; and if you are miſtaken, you 
ſee how dear it coſts me. As to yourſelf, 
the error might have been innocent; will it 
be innocent to work my ruin? Alas! Why 
is man ſo arrogant as to ſet up his own re- 
ligious creed as a law to others? Millions, 
who had entertained a rational ſyſtem of 
belief, have been ſeduced and impoſed 


upon 
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zealous religioniſt is infallible: is it my duty 


to attach infallibility to any human opinion? 


God, he will ſay, enlightens him: let him 


then charitably pray, that God will favour _ 


But, after all, if 
this infallibility be aſſumed upon human evi 
dence, what ſccurity has the zealot for him- 


me in the ſame manner. 


ſelf or for me, whom he has forced into his 
ſect? The only point u pon which all theo- 
logiſts agree 1s, that they do not compre- 
hend the very myſteries they dare to pro- 


nounce upon with ſuch peremptory deci- 
ſion: and ſhall it be a crime in me to doubt, 
where they 


do not underſtand? Let pure 


and fit mple faith deſcend from heaven, and 


it will be ſure of gaining prolelytes: 
| ade and penal edicts will give two things 
only to the world, rebels and hypocrites. 

The brave will rebel, to vindicate the rights 


martyred; 


of the free- born mind, and they will be 


diſimulation; while the fanatics of every ſect 


will beſo many tigers let looſe upon mankind. 
Caſt an eye upon 1 Theodoric, that wiſe king 


of the Goths, whoſe reign (if we except 
the latter end of it) was not inferior to the 


_ adminiſtration of our moſt virtuous princes. 
He was of the Arian perſuaſion; but fo far 


from deſiring to plant his own faith by the 


deſtruction of mankind, that he puniſhed 
the occaſional conformity of his favourites 
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218 BELISARIU.S. 
with death. „ How can I think, he uſed 
to ſay, that you will not betray me, ſince 
with a ſpirit of the baſeſt complaiſance 
e you betray him who was adored by your 
e forefathers ?”— The emperor Conſtantius 
thought the ſame. With him it was never 
a crime in the ſubject to be ſteady in. his re- 
ligious tenets; on the contrary, it was in his 
eyes a ſin of the deepeſt dye in any cour- 
tier to abjure his faith for temporal mo- 
tives, and betray his ſoul for the fake of 
court favour. Would to Heaven, that like 
them, Juſtinian had never bent himſelf to 
enſlave the privilege of thinking! But alas! 
he ſuffered himſelf to be involved in con- 
troverſies, which can never be ended; and 
which gave him more trouble than all his 
illuſtrious labours. For what were the con- 
ſequences? Seditions, revolt, and maſſacres. 
His own quiet and that of the ſtate was un- 
5 done. 0 
1 imoquillity of the ſtate, ſaid the em- : 
peror, depends upon unity of ſentiment, 
Ihe expreſſion is equivocal, replied Be- 
liſarius, and the conſtant ſource of miſtake. 
The minds of men are never in better har- 5 
mony, than when each individual is at liber- 
ty to think for himſelf. Do you know whence 
it is that opinion is jealous, arbitrary, and 
intolerant ? It is owing to the fatal error of 
ſovereigns, in thinking the ſpeculative o- 
pinions ; of mankind of high i der Fo | 
IC 
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the tate, and diſtinguiſhing one dogmati- | 
cal party with the moſt partial favours, in 


prejudice and total excluſion of all the reſt. 


No man is willing to be marked out for 
contempt, proſcribed, and ſtripped of all 


his civil rights. Whenever a ſtate is divid- 
ed into two factions, and one of them en- 


groſſes all the advantages of the communi- 
ty, the other, whatever be the cauſe of diſ- 
ſenſion, will think itſelf aggrieved, and the 
love of their country will give way to re- 
ſentment and ſourneſs of ſpirit. The moſt 
frivolous object will become grave and im- 
portant, as ſoon as it influences the peace of 
ſociety. It is that influence, and not the 
thing itſelf, which inflames the temper of 
party. Let a controverſy be raiſed con- 
cerning the grains of ſand on the ſea-ſhore; 
to that controverſy annex a degree of in- 
fluence upon the condition of the ſubje&, 
and it will be managed with as much heat 
and animoſity as any other queſtion, Re- 
ligious fury is, for the moſt part, com- 
_ pounded of envy, fierce deſire, ambition, 


pride, hatred, and fanatic vengeance, that 


tyrannizes with zeal,as if it were commiſſion- 
ed by heaven: and all theſe complicated 
| paſſions are the gods of which ſovereigns are 
made implacable delegates. Were there no- 
thing to be gained on earth by waging war 
for heaven; were zeal for truth o be de- 
P.ived of a pions licence to murder all 
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who differ about an hypotheſis; were reli- 


gious enmity no longer allowed to riſe upon | 


the ruins of the man 1t hates; were it re- 
ſtrained from enriching itſelf with the {oils 
of the oppoſite lect, "and gaining unduc 
honours and preferments; the ſpirits of man- 

kind would ſoon be compoſed, and all the 


various parties would be left to dogmatiſe 
after their own faſhion. | 
And ſo the cauſe of God would be aban-= 
doned, ſaid Juſtinian.— The cauſe of God, 
replied Beliſarius, wants no enthultaſts 0 
ſupport it. Is it owing to polemic al di- 
vinity that the ſun riſes, and the ſtars glit- 
ter in the firmament ? Truth ſhines with. 


its own pure genuine luſtre, and the un- 


derſtandings ok men are not enlightened by 
burning the faggots of perſecution. The 
actions of mankind are committed by Hea- 
ven to the juriſdiction of ſovereigns; but 
to judge of the inward ſentiment, is a right 
reſerved for the great Searcher of hearts. 
That Truth has not choſen princes for its ar- 
bitrators will be perfectly plain, if we con- 
ſider, that not one of them is mp from 
-; ao. : 
If the liberty of thinking, faid the empe- 
ror, muſt not be limited, the liberty of act - 
ing will ſoon claim the ſame immunity. 
There can be no danger of it, replied Be- 
Iifarius : it is in that reſpect that man is 
under the immediate controul of the eivil 
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power; and While that power confines it- 
ſelf within the limits of law and natural 
| Juſtice, it will have the leſs occaſion for 
force to maintain its own dignity, and the 
good order of ſociety. The baſis of autho- 
rity is juſtice; remove the latter, and the 
former falls to the ground. 1 want to know 
by what arts of illuſion is mortal man to 
deify himſelf, and induce his fellow-creatures. 
to be duped by the monſtrous apotheoſis to 
ſuch a depth of infatuation, as to let him, 

_- ſword in hand, command mankind to be- 
lieve what he believes, and think what he 
thinks? Ask the commanders of the army, 
Whether the logic of the ſword has ever con- 
vinced the world ? Bid them tell you what 


7 were the effects of violence and rigour againſt 
e the Vandals? I was in Sicily; Salomon ar- 
5 rived in the extremity of deſpair: “ All 
it | © is over in Africa, faid he; the Vandals _ 
it | © have revolted : Carthage is taken, and 
ts. Bb © they have committed the vileſt ravages. 
ar- within the walls and round the country 


« all is a deluge of blood; and this hor- 
[--*.:rible confuſion i is ow ing to certain pole- 
| < mical zealots, who do not underſtand 
| « themſelves, and of courſe never can be 
| © reconciled. If the emperor will mix 
I himſelf thus in abſtract ſophiſtry, and 
Be- - © publiſh his edicts in ſupport of ſubtle- 
is ties which he does not comprehend, let 
him pot his irrefragable doctors : at the 
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head of his armies : for my part I re- 
« ſign: they have driven me be); ond all pa- 
5 tience.” Thus that brave man declared 
his ſentiments ; between ourſelves he was 
in the right. There are paſſions enough 
incident to human nature for the d ſquiet 
of the world, without having the torch of 
diſcord lighted up by fanaticiſm. 
And who, enquired the emperor, ſhall 
quench the flames of diſcord ?—The nature 
of the human mind will quench the flame, 
returned Belifarius : for caſuiſts will grow 
tired at laſt of ſkirmiſhing about propoſi- 
tions men cannot underſtand, and cavilling 
about diſtinctions none have leiſure to attend 
to. Atfirſt indeed, new fangled opinions 
excited curioſity, and that curioſity encou- 
raged the eagerneſs of diſputation. Take 
away from controverſy all importance in the 
eyes of the world, and it will ſoon be out 
of faſhion : men bs that caſe will endeavour 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves by ſomething dif- 
ferent from an idle hypotheſis. I compare 
theſe polemical bigots to a ſet of champions 
in the public games, who would embrace 
one another in perfect good humour if left 
to themſelves ; but being gazed at by the 
multitude, they cut one another's throats. 
To avow the truth, ſaid Tiberius, his 
reaſonings have almoſt convinced me.— 
What troubles me, ſaid the emperor, is, 
that upon this ſyſtem the zeal of a prince 
can render no ſervice to religion. 
Heaven 


LY 
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Heaven preſerve me, returned Beliſarius, 
from doing that miſchief. I leave him the 
ſureſt means of ſerving the intereſts of 
religion, by making the ſoundneſs of his. 
faith appear from the purity of his morals ; 
and by holding forth the tenour of his g0- 
vernment as an evidence, and indeed as a 
pledge for the truth that governs his actions. 
By making men happy it is ealy to make 
proſelytes. A good and upright king has 
a more powerful empire over the hearts of 
men, than all the pious friends of periecu- 
tion collected together. It is indeed eaſiet 
and more expeditious to cut men's throats 
than to perſuade them : but if bigot kings 
were to raiſe their voice to the Moſt High, 
with this queſtion, What arms would you 
have us employ to make you adored upon 
earth? and if God would deign to make 
_ hImilelf heard, the anſwer would be, Dis- 
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c - PLAY YOUR VIRTUES. | | 
= As loon as the emperor's ſpirits, which 
. had been much agitated by this enquiry, 
8 grew calm again in the ſilence of retreat, he. 
-C recalled to mind the maxims and the coun- 
ft ſels of the religious ſectaries that ſurrounded: 
ge him; their enthuſiaſtic violence, their pride, 
and unrelenting animolity. What a con- 
nis traſt, ſaid he, has Beliſarius exhibited! A 
— man grown grey in battle, and yet breath- 
is, ing the ſweetnels of humanity, meekneſs, 


and benevolence | whereas the miniſters of 


the God of peace preach nothing but im- 
| $f perious 
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perious arrogance and implacable rigour ! 
The old hero is at once pious and juſt: he 
loves his God, and withes to ſee him adored 
byall; he only requires that the adoration 
offer ed up ſhould ſpring from ſentiment and 
frec-will. Alas! I have given w. ay to a 
falſe zeal, which, at the bottom, was no 
better than a rage to ty rannize over the hu- 
man underſtanding, 


5 the emperor and T iberlus went the 
next Gay to reviſit the hero, they en- 
cou: ered a danger which they had not 
foreſcen; and the glory of delivering them 
was reſerved by Heaven as one triumph : 
more to crown the fame of Beliſarius. 
The Bulgarians, who had been chaſed no 
farther than the foot of the mountains in 
Upper Thrace, no ſooner perceived the 
country free from their purſuers, than they 
ſpread themſelves again over the face of the 
land. One of their detached parties was 
prowling in queſt of prey near the retreat 
of Beliſarius, when a carriage appeared and 
promiled a rich booty. 1 | hey immediate- 
ly hemmed it in; intercepted the two tra- 


vellers, and made them priſoners. As they 
| ſurren- 
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ſurrendered all they had without heſitating, 
the plunderers ſpared their lives. But tor 
their liberty a ranſom, not in their power to 
pay down, was expected, and therefore they 


were led along in captivity. 


But one way of eſcaping out of their 
hands, without being known, occurred to 


the emperor. Conduct us, ſaid he, to the 
place whither we were going: there we 
ſhall be able to procure the ranſom you re- 


quire. I will anſwer with my head that 


you have no ſurprize to apprehend ; and if 


I break my word, or give you reaſon to re- 8 
bent confiding in me, 1 agree to forfeit my 


life. 


The air of candour md. majeſty with 


which theſe words were uttered, made an 


impreſſion upon the Buloarians. Whither 
would you have us lead you? enquired the- 


Bulgarian chief — About fix miles off, an- 


ſwered the emperor, to the retreat of Beli- 


ſarius.— Of Beliſarius! what! do you know 


that illuſtrious hero ?—Moſt aſſuredly I do, 
ſaid the emperor, and I dare count upon 
him as my friend. —If that be the caſe, re- 


plied the Bulgarian, you need be under no- 


apprehenſion : we will SECOMPany' you. 
thither. 5 | , 


Beliſarius, on the firſt notice of their ar- 


rival, imagined they came to carry him off 


a {ſecond time; and his daughter, with tears, 


with ſhrieks, and the utmoſt conſternation, 


L 5 dlaſped 
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claſped him in her arms, My father, ſaid: 
the, Oh ! my father ! mult we part again? 


In this inſtant word was brought, that F 


the court-yard was filled with an armed 

force, that ſtood in formidable ranks round 

a carriage. Beliſarius made his appearance: 
and the chief of the Bulgarians immediately 


accoſt ing him, Illuſtrious hero, ſaid he, here 


are two men who claim an acquaintance with 
you, and call you their friend, What are 
their names, ſaid Beliſarius ?—lI am Tiberius, 
ſaid the young man, and my father is made 
a priſoner with me.—Oh yes, | know them, 
exclaimed Beliſarius; they are wy neigh- 
bours, and my good friends. But you that 
lead them hither, by what right have you 
laid hands on them ? Who and what are 
you? We are Bulgarians, ſaid the chief, 
and the right of war is our claim. But 
every thing gives way to the eſteem we 


have for you. We ſhould but ill ſerve a | 


prince who honours you, if we failed in 
reſpect to thoſe whom you acknowledge. 
Thou wonderful man! your friends are 
we and to you they are indebted for their 
Uberty. 
A "cheſs words, the emperor and Tibe- 
rius made an effort to raiſe their arms and. 
embrace Beliſarius: the hero felt the chains 
vhich reſtrained them; And ROW: {aid he, 
your hands bound in captivity ! and he un- 
tetlered them immediately. 


Aſtoniſh- 
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Aſtoniſhment, joy, ſurprize, and wonder 
together roſe and throbbed wildly in the 
boſom of Juſtinian. Oh! virtue, ſaid he to 
himſelf, powerful virtue! what an irreſiſti- 


ble empire 1s thine ! a poor blind old man, 


ſurrounded with wretchedneſs, commands 
_ reſpect from kings! wreſts the ſword from. 
the hands of barbarians, and frees from 
| —— Gracious God ! if. 
the univerſe beheld the ſhame that covers 
me! Alas! it would be too mild a ban, 


chains the man who 


ment 5 


The Bulgarians were deſirous to return 
the booty they had ſeized: By no means, 
ſaid the emperor, keep it all as a gift, and. 
reſt aſſured that I ſhall allo add the ranſom 


we had ſtipulated, 


The Bulgarian chief, in taking leave of- 
Beliſarius, alked if he had any commands 
for the king his maſter. Tell him it is m 
conſtant prayer. to heaven, ſaid. Beliſarius, 
that ſo valiant a prince may be the ally and. 
the friend of my ſovereign... 


Oh! Beliſarius, exclaimed Juſtinian now. 


recovered from his confuſion and ſurprize, 
Oh, Bclifarius ! what an aſcendant have you. 
gained over the hearts of men | The very. 
enemies of the empire eſteem and love you! 
Do not wonder, ſaid the hero with a 
ſmile, at the intereſt I have with the Bulga- 
_ rians. I am upon good terms with their 
King z and but a few Gays ſince we ſupped 
| IL 6 ; together, 5 
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together, —Where was that, ſaid Tiberius? 


In the king's own tent, replied the hero; 
forgot to mention that adventure. As 1 
was on my journey hither, I was, like you, 
made a priſoner, and conducted to the bar- 
barian camp. Their king gave me a gene- 
rous reception, entertained me handſomely, 
and lodged me for the night under his own 
pavilion: the next day I obtained from him 
a guard, to convey me ſafe back to the 
place Where fell into the hands of a roving 
party. —How, ſaid Juſtinian, the king of 
Bulgaria know you, and not detain you with 
him He was inclined to do it, returned 
the hero, but his deſigns and my princ ipics | 
did not correſpond with each other. He 
talked to me of taking my revenge. Who 4 
J revenge myſelf! A mighty cauſe indecd 
for involing a whole country in flames! 1 
returned him thanks, as you may imagine, 
for the offer of his aſſiſtance; and now, you 
jee, he has conceived an eſteem for me! 
Oh! what remorſe, what cternal bitter 
remorſe for the ſoul of Juſtinian, ſaid Juſ- 
tinian himſelf, ſhould he ever know to what 
a cruel exceſs his ingratitude has been car- 
ried! Where ſhall he find a friend like you 
whom he has thus ba ely 1 injured ? Alas ! he 
is unworthy of any man's regard after this 


outrage, this horrible injuſtice 


Do not exaggerate the matter, returned 
Beliſarius; feſter not the wounds of an 
aged 
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aged emperor, but rather reſpect his years 
and his misfortunes. He was ſurprized in- 
to that proceeding againſt me, and I will 


give you a little hiſtory of that buſineſs, 


There are three remarkable æras in che pro- 
egreſs of my ruin. The firſt was my entry 
into Carthage. Being maſter of Gilimer's 
palace, the uſe I made of his throne was to 
convert it into a tribunal of Juſtice. In ſo 
doing, my intention was to give weight and 
dignity to the laws: my inward ſentiment 
was not legible to common eyes: and when 


a man ſeats himſelf on a throne, he will na- 


turally enough have the appearance of try- 


ing how he likes it. That was an indiſcre- 
tion; but it was not the only one I com- 
mitted. A very whimſical kind of curioſity 


prompted me to dine at Gilimer's table, after 
the faſhion of the Vandals, and I was ſery- 
ed, in the uſual manner of that court, by the 
officers of the king. It was concluded, that 
1] had a mind to ſucceed to the vacant 
throne, and appearances gave ſome colour 
to it. A report of this toon reached the 
imperial palace. In order to counterwork 


the effect of it, I deſired to be recalled, and 


Juſtinian recompenſed my fidelity by * 
magnificent triumph. Gilimer, with his 
wite and children, together with all 


the accumulated treaſure, which for a 


ſeries of years the Vandals had raviſhed 


from the nations round them, adorned the 


ſplendid 


A 
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ſplendid pomp. The emperor received. 
me in the Circus, and when from the throne, 
on which he was elevated amidit the accla-- 
mations of a people almoſt without num- 


ber, he ſtretched forth his hand to his ſub- 


ject, with that air of majeſty and ſweetneſs, 


my heart exulted within me, and I ſaid to ; 


myſelf: This day's example will be pro- 
ductive of many heroes: Juſtinian knows 
the art of kindling emulation and inflaming 
the mind to glory : the honour of ſerving 
him will now be a prize contended for. 
But alas ! the triumph, which was to en- 
ſure proſperity to the prince, began already 
do prepare for me a reverſe of fortune! 
From that very moment Envy ſtood with, 
her bow bent againſt me. 
A courſe of victory for five years toge⸗ 
ther, it is true, made it neceſſary even tor 
Envy to keep ſome meaſures of decency :. 
bur provoked at laſt beyond all patience by 
the ſucceſs that attended me, ſhe dared to 
| thew herſelf openly without any ſenſe of 
ſhame. 5 
The Goths were chaſed out of Italy, and 
had thrown them! ſelves into Ravenna: I. 
laid ſiege to the place. It was their only 
refuge; and there pent up, it was impoſ- 


ſible for them to eſcape. Envy wbiſpered 5 


to the emperor that Ravenna was impreg⸗ 

nable, that his army would all periſh before 

the Own, in purſuit of my ſchemes of vain- 
l glory 3 . 


| 
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own: I therefore declined to ratify the con- 
_ ditions of peace; the town capitulated, and 
I was accuſed of treaſon and revolt. The 
| charge had ſome. foundation, as you per- 
ceive; for I had been guilty of diſobedi- 
ence, and there was ſtill ſomething more in 
it. The enemy were diſaffected to their 
| king, and made me a tender of their crown. 
A peremptory refuſal might embitter their 
minds; I returned a flattering anſwer, and 
that ſeeming acquieſcence was deemed ſin- 
cere at court. I Was reralled, and the 
prompt obedience with which 1 laid down 
the command diſconcerted my enemies. 
To the emperor's feet I led that very Go-. 
thic king, whole crown I was faid to be am- 
bitious of. This time a triumph was not _ 
allowed me. I felt myſelf ſorely mortified 
on the occaſion. I do not mean to ſay that 
L was humbled in the ſight of the people: 
far from it: my retinue had ſufficient 
| pomp, and the acclamations of the public, 
who preſſed in crowds. about me, would 
have ſatisfied a more aſpiring vanity than 
- wine. But the cold reception I met with, 
TOO _ 
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glory; and in conſequence, when the Gotha 
were upon the point of ſurrendering, am- 
baſſadors from Juſtinian arrived with prof- 
fered terms of peace. I ſaw that the em- 
peror had been impoſed upon, and I 
thought it would be treachery on my part to 
loſe the opportunity of making Italy our 
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from the emperor, more than hinted to me 
that he was not undeceived, and that a 
latent ſuſpicion was in ſecret ſtill at work 
againſt me. Unluckily the impreſſion made 
upon his mind was not a little aggravated 
by the enthuſiaſtic admiration of the people, 
| whoſe idol I had the misfortune to be. 
ne now, in a diſpaſſionate manner, put 
yourſelves in the place of the emperor; 
conſider the prejudices that had been infuſ- 
ed into his heart, Should not you have 
been piqued at the praiſe which reproached 
yourſelf? Do you think the ſuppoſed am- 
bition of a ſubject, extolled to the very 
 Tkies, would not have given you umbrage? 
Should you not have ſeen with ſpleen and 
» reſentment a whole people, wild with joy, 
and in the tranſport of their hearts taking 
revenge againſt yourſelf, even to a malice 
of enjoyment, by giving me a popularity 
 Juperior to the triumph that had been re- 
fuled ? Could you have ſhut your ear to 
the whiſpers of a court commenting upon 
the inſult offered to majeſty, by the tumult 
of applauſe that followed Belifarius? My 
good neighbour, the greateſt prince is but 
mere man; they are all jealous of their 
power and their ſplendor; and if Juſtinian 
had not had vigour enough to ſubdue the 
little paſſions of his heart, and to pardon 
the merit which provoked him, it would 
have been by no means a matter of won- 
der. 
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der. And yet the emperor did conquer his 


jealouſies: he controuled the weakneſſes 


of vanity and ſuſpicion, and once more 
confided to me the command of his armies 
and the defence of the ſtate. But another 
incident occurred which gave a byaſs to his 


judgment, and made me the 93 of his 
Hxed averſion. 


J had finiſhed my « career; and Na ks; 


who ſucceeded me in Italy, alleviated all 

the pains of my own inactivity by the vic- 

tories he obtained over the enemies of my 

country. In this ſituation I imagined I had 
nothing left but to cloſe the laſt ſcene f 
life in tranquillity, when of a ſudden the 

_ Houns made an irruption into Thrace, and 
_ ravaged all the country round. The em- 


peror deigned to recollect that I was {till in 


being, and in my old days I was charged 


with the command of an expedition, by the | 
event of which the empire was ſaved from 


ruin. I covered my grey hairs and the fur- 

rows of my forehead with an helmet, cruſted 

over with ten years ruſt, Fortune proved 
%%% aide _ favourable, 


1 Hal interea civitas omnis ee maximum in 
modum perturbaretur, Beliſarius clariſſimus olim preſtie- 
Tus, elſi pre ſenectule in curvitatem jam declinaſſet, mit- 
_ titur tamen per zmper atorem in hoſtes. Et ip/e guidem de 
ſe, mird animi promptitudine, Juwvenis munera exeque= 


_ batur. Id namgque ultimunt illt in vita certamen fuit ; nec 
ſane minorem ex eo re tulit gloriam, quam ex V. andalis 


* * devidis, Agathias, J. 5. 
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favourable, and I repulſed the Huns, Who 
were advanced within a few miles of the 
capital. I laid an ambuſh for the enemy, 
and it ſucceeded ſo well that I was regarded 
| by the people as a guardian god. The 
EF. _ whole city at my return, was one wild up- 
| / roar of joy and exultation, to ſuch a degree 
that I was much alarmed at the fatal con- 
ſequences, which I then foreſaw: but how 
to appeaſe the violence of the populace ?_ 
The emperor was old, and age brings infir- 
mities with it. The honours paid me by 
the multitude, and the exceſs of applauſe _ 
that rung throughout the city, were under- 
ſtood by Juſtinian as marks of diſaffection, 
plainly indicating that his ſubjects were 
tired of his reign, and wiſhed to ſee him 
abdicate his throne in favour of the general 
who defended it. Miſtruſt and jealouſy 
took poſſeſſion of him; and without alledg- 
ing any thing againſt me, he judged it 
right to remove ſo dangerous a man from 
his preſence, While I paſſed my time in 
obſcurity, a plot againſt the crown was diſ- 
covered; and the conſpirators, without 
detecting their principal, died in the agony 
of torture. But the ſilence of thoſe un- 
happy men was interpreted by my enemies, 
and Calumny furniſhed out a copious ſup- _ 
plement. I was ordered into confinement; 
_ diſcontent ſpread among all ranks of men, 
till at length, touched with compaſſion for 


1 
- * * 
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all my ſufferings, the people pere their 
feelings without reſerve. Pity was ſoon 
_ inflamed to indignation, and by a general 
revolt the emperor was compelled to give 
me up to the clamours of my country. In 
depriving me of my eyes, I am perſuaded, : 
he thought he was diſarming an enemy. 
That I was never diſaffected to him, heaven 
can bear me witneſs: but heaven, that 
reads the heart of men, has not given that 
power to princes. You accuſe the emperor | 
of ingratitude and injuſtice; but it was his 
misfortune, and not his crime, to believe 


appearances, which perhaps would have 


_ miſled your Judgment in the lame man- 
r... ; 
Fes, he is de the 3 miGrable 
of men, ſaid Juſtinian, throwing his arms 
about the hero, and claſping him in his em- 
brace. What means this burſt of anguiſh ? | 
__ enquired Beliſarius.—It is the agony of a 
heart ready to break, ſaid Juſtinian: Oh! 
Beliſarius! that unjuſt maſter, that barba- 
_ Tous tyrant, who rent your eyes from their 
ſockets, and reduced you thus to mitery 
and want, in bitterneſs of forrow and re- 
pentance, now embraces you, and throws 
| himſelf thus upon you with all the com- 
punction of ſenſibility and love.—Thou 
my ſovereign ! exclaimed Beliſarius.— Ves, 
J am he! Oh! my friend! my deliverer! 
my ert Ves, thou belt of men, 5 | 
am 
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1 am that unhappy prince, who has ſet © 
the world an example of the baſeſt cruelty : 
and ingratitude. Let me thus proſtrate i 
at your feet, be humbled to that depth of Y_ 
lowneſs which my guilt deſerves. I here 
forget my crown, diſhonoured as it is by 
the vileſt crimes; I am unworthy to wear 
it longer, Nothing now befits me, but 
thus to bathe the duſt under your feet 
with my tears, and hide my opprobrious 
head, thus overwhelmed with ſhame and 
infamy. f 
And will you thus, aid the hero, "os 4; 
porting his maſter, who was almoſt ſuffo- 
cated with ſighs and tears; and will you 
thus, faid Beliſarius, folding the emperor 
in his arms, abandon yourſelf to deſpair? | 
Shall the ſenſe of a paſt error take wy 
the power of atoning for it? Oh! m 
maſter, you are plunging yourſelf in Bad 
and diſtraction, as if you were the firſt man 
_ deceived by appearances, and ſeduced by 
calumny! Though your error were even a 
crime, yet why degrade yourſelf thus? 
Wherefore be humbled to an abject wretch, _ 
a thing vile and .abhorred ? You are my 1 
ſovereign ſtill; reſume your ſtrength, nor 
let the recollection of an unguarded mo- 
ment rob you of a due reverence for your- 
i ſelf, and the true ſpirit of virtue. In 
= this conſternation of your heart, reflect 
[| | — all the 5 you have done —_— 


m ITO 


= BELISARIUS. ?,; 
and let that reflection counterballance the 
miſtake of ſudden impetuoſity. Belifarius 
f is indeed blind; but nations are freed by 
your patriot toil from the yoke of barba- 
© rians; the calamities of the empire are all 
repaired by your princely beneficence ; and 
thirty years of glorious ſtruggle for the 
good of mankind have proved to the uni- 
verſe, that Juſtinian was not a tyrant, Be- 
lifarius is blind; hut he forgives you: and 
if you deſire to repair the injury you have 
done him, the means are ealy and in your 
power. Grant me only one of the many 
prayers and vows I offer up for the peace 
of the world, and I have full atonement. 
Dome then, ſaid the emperor, ſnatching 
him cagerly to his heart, come, my friend in, 
my genius! and my guide! Oh! come, 
and teach me to expiate my guilt! Come 
and exhibit it to my court in all its ſtriking 
colours: and let your preſence, w while it is a 
living memorial of my crime, be a x proof of ” 
my repentance alſo. 
In vain did the hero uſe every intreaty to 
be left in ſolitude: to appeaſe the anguiſh 
of the emperor's mind, he was obliged to 
comply with his requeſt, and promiſe to ac- 
company him. The conſent of Belifarius 
thus obtained, Oh! what a debt, ſaid Juſ- 
tinian to Tiberius, what an unſpeakable 
| debt do I now owe thee, thou good young 


man! 
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man] What recompence can equal thy 


ſignal virtues for the ſervice they have done 


me ?—l[t is true, my ſovereign, you are not 
rich enough, , e Tiberius, to requite 


me as I wiſh. Give it in charge o Beliſa. 


rius to make me retribution. Poor as he 
is, he is yet maſter of a treaſure which. I 
prefer to all imperial gifts My only 
treaſure is my daughter, ſaid Beliſarius, and 
I cannot diſpoſe of her better. With theſe 


words the hero called for Eudoxa. My daugh- 1 


ter, ſaid he, fall on your knees to your ſove- 5 
reign, and ſolicit his approbation of your 
nuptial union with the virtuous Tiberius. 
At the name and ſight of Juſtinian, the 
firſt emotion of nature in the heart of the 
hero's daughter, was mixed with dread and 
horror. A ſudden ſhriek burſt from her; 
| the ſtarted back, and turned aſide with de- 
teſtation. Juſtinian advanced towards her. 
Condeſcend, Eudoxa, ſaid he, to liſten to 


me; deign to look upon me, and you wil! 


ee penitent almoſt drowned in his own 
tears; in bitter tears that guſh from the 
keeneſt anguiſh, and will never dry their 


Channels till I deſcend in forrow to my 


grave. Not this copious ſtream, not all 
the good I have done, can blot out the 
memory of my guilt; but Belifarius has 
pardoned me; and now, Eudoxa, now 
prove yourſelf his daughter, by granting | 
me your forgiveneſs too. 


To 
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To ſee the lovely Eudoxa given in mar- 


riage to Tiberius, was a degree of conſola- 
tion to the emperor; and from that mo- 
ment he felt a dawn of ſerenity and con- 
ſcious innocence break in upon his ſoul. | 


A more unexpected revolution never 


: diſconcerted the intrigues of a court. On 
the arrival of Belifarius, all was hurry, diſ- 
order, and ſurpriſe. Behold, ſaid Juſtinian 

to the train of courtiers, ſee here again the 
hero; behold this upright man, whom you 
made me periecute to his undoing. From 


henceforth, ye little ſpirits, breathe in fear 
and- trembling. His innocence and his 


virtues are now manifeſt to me, and your 
lives are at his diſpoſal. Pale diſmay, and 


grief, and ſhame, covered every viſage. In 


| Belifarios: their . ſouls beheld an in- 


exorable judge; they dreaded him as a vin- 


dictive and terrible god. The hero con- 


tinued to ſupport the ſame modeſt reſerve. 


that adorned him in diſgrace. Of his ac- 
cCuſers he never deigned | to know one ; and 


honoured through the remainder of his life 


wioith the emperor's confidence, he made it 
his ſtudy to obtain an amneſty for the 


paſſed, and to inſpire his maſter with a vi- 


gilant attention to immediate exigencies, 
and an awful ſeverity to controul all future 


crimes. But alas! he did not ſurvive long 5 


enough ſor the good of mankind, and the 


N 
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glory of his maſter. The emperor, quite 
enfeebled and diſpirited in the eve of life, 
paid the tribute of a tear to the memory of 
his departed hero; and with that ſhort 
regret, all the good counſels of Beliſarius 
paſſed away, and left no trace behind. 


